W.P.No.9089 of :

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
Dated : 13.03.2026
CORAM
THE HONOURABLE Ms. JUSTICE P.T. ASHA
W.P.No. 9089 of 2026

&
W.M.P.No. 9812 of 2026

M.S. Dhamotharan ...Petitioner

Vs.

1.The Chairman-cum- Managing Director,

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.,
No. 144, Anna Salai, NPKRR, Maligai,

Chennai - 600 002.

2. The Chief Engineer (Personnel)

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.,
No. 144, Anna Salai, NPKRR, Maligai,

Chennai - 600 002.

3. The Superintending Engineer,

Vellore Electricity Distribution Circle,

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.,

Gandhi Nagar, Vellore District - 632506 ...Respondents
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Prayer: Writ Petition is filed under Section 226 of the Constitution of
India for issue of Writ of Certiorarified Mandamus, calling for the
records relating to the impugned order dated 11.11.2025 in
Ku.No.1067/Me.Po/Ve MiPaVa/ NiPi/U. 1/2025 passed by the 3rd
respondent and quash the same as illegal and consequently direct the
respondents to issue posting orders to the petitioner to the Post of Line

Inspector in terms of the Notional promotion order dated 19.08.2025.

For Petitioner : Mr. K.Sasindran

For Respondents : Mr. C.Manoharan
Standing Counsel

ORDER

This writ petition is filed for the following relief:

“To call for the records relating to the impugned
order dated 11.11.2025 in Ku.No.1067/Me.Po/Ve MiPaVa/
NiPi/U. 1/2025 passed by the 3rd respondent and quash the
same as illegal and consequently direct the respondents to
issue posting orders to the petitioner to the Post of Line
Inspector in terms of the Notional promotion order dated

19.08.2025.”
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2. It 1s the case of the petitioner that he was appointed as a Helper
(Trainee) in RWE Class IV category vide appointment cum reposting
order dated 15.03.2014, issued by the 2™ respondent. On 19.03.2014,
he joined the office of AE / O&E, NCTPS — II. The 2™ respondent by
order dated 04.04.2015, transferred 106 ITI helper (Trainee) to Vellore
EDC from different circles based on the request of the employees and
on administrative grounds. However, the petitioner’s name was
omitted in the transfer order. Thereafter, he requested the 2
respondent to transfer his service to Vellore EDC as done to the
similarly placed employees. By order dated 02.03.2026, his service

transferred to Vellore EDC on administrative ground.

3. Thereafter, the 3™ respondent reposted the petitioner in the
office of EE / O&M. However, the AE / O&E, NCTPS 1I, did not
relieve him from service. After his repeated request and follow ups
only on 30.03.2017, he was relieved and he joined the office of the AE /
110-333/11 KV / Itchipudur Sub-Station on 03.05.2017. Meanwhile,

the 3" respondent had published a seniority list of Helpers working in
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Vellore EDC as on 31.12.2015 and the petitioner’s name did not feature

there, since on that date he was working in different circle.

4. In fact, 106 persons who are transferred from NCTPS were
included in this seniority list. The 3™ respondent without fixing
seniority in proper place has issued promotion order to the petitioner’s
juniors to the post of Wireman on different dates from February 2018

onwards.

5. The petitioner would submit that on account of an error
committed by the 3™ respondent, the petitioner could not get his
promotion and seniority properly fixed and his juniors have over taken
him and they were appointed to the post Wireman and subsequently
considered for promotion to the post of Line Inspector. The petitioner
on coming to know about the illegality had submitted a representation
on 22.11.2023, requesting the 3™ respondent to fix his seniority
between S.No.39 i.e., PKumar and S.No.40 i.e., R.Sangeetha, since
Sangeetha is his immediate junior who had secured Seniority No.1643

in the initial selection list and the petitioner had secured Seniority
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No.1618, in the initial selection list.

6. On the basis of this representation, the 2™ and 3™ respondents
decided to notionally promote him to the post of Wireman and Line
Inspector on par with his juniors. An order in this regard came to be
passed on 04.08.2025, whereby the seniority in the post of Helper was
fixed between No.28 and 29 as S.No.28 A. Similarly in the post of
Wireman, seniority was fixed at S.No.9 A i.e., between S.No.9 and 10
and consequently on the same day, the 3™ respondent passed an order
notionally promoting him to the post of Wireman with effect from
16.02.2018. Thereafter, the 3™ respondent passed an order dated
19.08.2025 promoting him to the post of Line Inspector with effect
from 22.03.2024, the date on which his junior, Sangeetha was promoted

to the post of Line Inspector.

7. The petitioner was expecting posting orders from the 3™
respondent. However, to his shock and surprise, the 3™ respondent had
passed an order dated 11.11.2025 cancelling his notional promotion

dated 19.08.2025, without assigning any reason simply mentioning
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administrative reasons. A detailed representation dated 26.01.2026
requesting them to recall the order dated 11.11.2025 and to effect
promotion has been made by the petitioner. However, till date the
petitioner’s request has not been considered. Therefore, the petitioner

1s before this Court.

8. Heard the learned counsels for the petitioner and the

respondents.

9. A reading of the order dated 11.11.2025 clearly shows that the
same has been passed without issuing notice and the impugned order
seeks to set aside the order dated 19.08.2025. In the order dated
19.08.2025, the Superintending Engineer, Vellore Electricity
Distribution Circle, Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.,
Vellore District, the 3" respondent has passed the following order:

“Cuay - G Lo ) & 65T L G L6t 66T Lilg G Lo & 63T L
usflurenmébe  Qeverweugret  SHUSH.  FRISST,  LUTDHS
Spuieureny CamallEis) youfser uUlemd yueuneni LGy

brafled  22.03.2024  sy&im @podussy Sk M.S.&T6LM ST,
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DUTHESHGSI LTS HUeurenrgnsds uselCwhy Cl&isds BrarTss
(BHSDW) SHawdbdley Glasmemih 2 lwd Blifsow CFUS
uslwrery”  $H6urgd  urensd  Hpueuray  ugall 2 wials
ueslCwohu, GCFUS  BreT  (pSVT  LMILUWETSHN  6URISIL
2 SHHI6Y 6UPRISLILI(H B F.

Cusyd GumsaiL usellurery @Q&GMliursnan  Gumy
AR g1 (T el L LILen & 9ol &GLomm)
9SSl LILHBIMS

This order has been cancelled by the three line non speaking

order without notice to the petitioner.

10. Considering the fact that the order has been passed without
notice to the petitioner, the same cannot be sustained more particularly
when no reasons whatsoever except the statement it is for an
administrative reasons that the promotion was cancelled. A person
cannot be deprived of the benefit granted to him on the ground of
administrative reasons and that too without putting him on notice.
Therefore, the impugned order is quashed.
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11. In the result, this writ petition is allowed. The respondents
are directed to give effect to the order dated 19.08.2025, within a period
of 3 weeks from the date of receipt of a copy of this order.
Consequently, the connected miscellaneous petition is closed. No
costs.

13.03.2026

kan
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To

1.The Chairman-cum- Managing Director,

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.,
No. 144, Anna Salai, NPKRR, Maligai,

Chennai - 600 002.

2. The Chief Engineer (Personnel)

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.,
No. 144, Anna Salai, NPKRR, Maligai,

Chennai - 600 002.

3. The Superintending Engineer,

Vellore Electricity Distribution Circle,

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.,
Gandhi Nagar, Vellore District - 632506
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P.T. ASHA. J

kan

W.P.N0.9089 of 2026

13.03.2026



