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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY
CIRCUIT BENCH AT KOLHAPUR
CRIMINAL APPELLATE JURISDICTION

SUO MOTO CONTEMPT PETITION [ST.] NO. OF 2026

High Court on its own Motion. ...Petitioner.
Versus
Ashiwni Nikhil Patil. ...Respondent.
AND
CIVIL PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION [ST.] NO. 1956 OF 2026
Kolhapur District Bar Association and Others. ...Petitioners.
Versus
The State of Maharashtra and Others. ...Respondents.

Mr. Tejpal Ingale, Mr. Shrikrishna Ganbavale and Mr. V. R. Patil advocates
appointed to assist the Court in Suo Moto Cr.CP.

Mr. Tejpal S. Ingale and Mr. Shrikrishna Ganbavale for the Petitioners in PIL.

Ms. T. J. Kapare, AGP for the Respondent-State.

Dr. Uday P. Warunjikar (thr. V.C.) for Bar Council of Maharashtra & Goa.

Coram: MadhavJ.Jamdar &
Pravin S. Patil, JJ.

Date : March9, 2026.
P.C.:

SUO MOTO CP.

1.  We have come across news item concerning the attack on
Advocate in the District Court Complex, Kolhapur, published in today's
daily newspapers “Sakal”, “Lokmat”, “Pudhari” and “Punyanagari”, etc..

2. Avery serious incident has taken place in the complex of District

Court, Kolhapur wherein Advocate Mrs. Kajal Sanjay Shelake @ Ms.

Shambhavi Sandip Deshpande has been assaulted by a litigant Ms.
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Ashwini Patil. With respect to the said incident, an FIR bearing CR. No.
173 of 2026 has been registered with Shahupuri police station, Kolhapur

under Sections 74, 115(2), 352 and 356(1) of the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita,

2023. The contents of the said FIR are as under :
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3. Perusal of the FIR clearly shows that a very serious incident has
taken place in the premises of Kolhapur District Court wherein Mrs.
Kajal Sanjay Shelake @ Ms. Shambhavi Sandip Deshpande, who is an
advocate of this Court has been abused and assaulted. The incident is
very serious. Advocates are the officers of Court.

4, It has been informed to this Court that as a result of said assault,
Advocate Mrs. Kajal Sanjay Shelake @ Ms. Shambhavi Sandip Deshpande
was required to hospitalised.

5. It is well established that Advocates perform very important duty
in the administration of justice. The Supreme Court in O.P.Sharma v.

High Court of Punjab and Haryana’ highlighted the role and status of

1 (2011) 6 SCC 86.
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lawyers in paragraph 17, which reads as under :-

“The role and status of lawyers at the beginning of sovereign
and democratic India is accounted as extremely vital in
deciding that the nation's administration was to be governed
by the rule of law. They were considered intellectuals amongst
the elites of the country and social activists amongst the
downtrodden. These include the names of a galaxy of lawyers
like Mahatma Gandhi, Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal Nehruy,
Bhulabhai Desai, C. Rajagopalachari, Dr. Rajendra Prasad and
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, to name a few. The role of lawyers in the
framing of the Constitution needs no special mention. In a
profession with such a vivid history it is regretful, to say the
least, to witness instances of the nature of the present kind.
Lawyers are the officers of the court in the administration of
justice.”

6. Thus, it is very clear that abusing and assaulting an advocate
affests the administration of justice. Prima facie, we are satisfied that
conduct of Ms. Ashwini Nikhil Patil residing at Kodoli, Taluka Panhala,
District Kolhapur prejudices or interferes with the due course of judicial
proceedings and /or obstructs the administration of justice.

7.  Accordingly, we direct the Registry of this Court to register this
petition as suo motu Contempt Petition in view of Section 15 of the
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 as also Rule 5(a) the Contempt of Courts
(Bombay High Court) Rules, 1994.

8. Issue notice to the contemnor — Ms. Ashwini Nikhil Patil, residing
at Kodoli, Taluka Panhala District Solapur, returnable on 16" March 2026

at 2.30 p.m.
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9. Mr. V. R. Patil, President of Kolhapur District Advocates’ Bar
Association, Kolhapur, learned Advocate Mr. Tejpal Ingale and learned
Advocate Mr. Shrikrishna Ganbavale are appointed as amicus curiae.

10. In the facts and circumstances, learned Advocate General is also

requested to assist this Court.

Public Interest Litigation (St) No. 1956/2026.

11. Learned Advocate Mr. Ingale and learned Advocate Mr. Shrikrishna
Ganbavale state that a Public Interest Litigation has also been filed
seeking various reliefs as the matter involves a very important public
issue concerning the safety and security in the Court premises of the
District Court, Kolhapur.

12. Considering the above, the Superintendent of Police, Kolhapur is

directed to remain present in this Court at 4.00 p.m.

Matter is again taken up at 4.00 p.m.

13. Mr. Yogeshkumar Gupta, Superintendent of Police, Kolhapur is
personally present in Court at 4.00 p.m. He states that presently 42
police personnel are deployed at the Disctrict Court Complex, Kolhapur
for security purpose. He states that he will take review of the situation
and will take appropriate action immediately for improving the security

arrangement at District Court Complex, Kolhapur. He further states that
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investigation in C.R.No. 173 of 2026 will be carried out expeditiously.

14. It is reported that incident has been recorded on the CCTV
installed by the District Court. The competent authority / Court
Manager / Registrar, District Court, Kolhapur is directed to submit the
CCTV footage of incident to this Court in a pen-drive before the next
date.

15. Mr. Ingale and Mr. Ganbavale learned Counsel appearing for the
Petitioners seek leave to amend the petition so as to amend the prayer
clause, to incorporate certain other details and to add Respondents.
Leave as sought is granted. Amendment be carried out by 10™ March
2026. Amended copy be served on the Respondents.

16. List on 11" March 2026 at 2.30 p.m.

[Pravin S. Patil, J.] [Madhav J. Jamdar, J.]
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