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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY
NAGPUR BENCH, NAGPUR

Writ Petition No.3629 of 2023

Western Coalfields Limited, Nagpur
vs.

Zilla Parishad, Chandrapur and others
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
Office notes, Office Memoranda of
Coram, appearances, Court's orders                                       Court’s or Judge’s Orders
or directions and Registrar’s orders.
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Mr. P.V. Ghare, Advocate for the Petitioner.
Mr. S.R. Agrawal, Advocate for Respondent No.1 through V.C.
Mr. Apurv De, Advocate for Respondent No.3.
Mr. N.S. Deshpande, D.S.G.I. for Respondent No.7.

CORAM  : NITIN W. SAMBRE AND
SACHIN SHIVAJIRAO DESHMUKH,   JJ  .  

DATE      : 17  th   JUNE,   2025.  

The  petitioner,  a  Government  of  India  Public  Sector

Undertaking, alleged that it is a Central Government and as such is

exempted from payment of local body tax.

02. This Court was at all not convinced with such an argument,

however, considering the fact that the matter needs hearing, granted

interim relief subject to depositing of 50% of the amount due and

payable by the petitioner to respondent No.3.  Such protection was

ordered on 17th April,  2025 and four  weeks’  time  was  granted to

deposit the amount.

03. Through cheque, an amount of Rs.1,26,35,018.50 paise was

deposited, however, the banker of the petitioner returned the same

without  honouring  the  demand.   The  Counsel  for  the  petitioner

submits  that  the  petitioner  has  established  it’s  bona  fides by

depositing  the  cheque  and,  as  such,  the  petitioner  cannot  be
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misunderstood  to  mean  that  it  has  no  intention  to  deposit  the

amount.

04. Just because, the petitioner has deposited the cheque in the

Registry of this Court, that by itself did not establish the bona fides of

the  petitioner  unless  the  cheque  so  deposited  is  ensured  to  be

honoured in favour of the Registry so as to enjoy the interim relief in

the  matter.   No  convincing  explanation  is  coming  forth  from the

petitioner  and,  as  such,  we were about to dismiss  the petition for

aforesaid default of the petitioner, as the conduct of the petitioner

amounts to playing tricks with the Court and its Registry.  

05. Apart from the above, the fact remains that the petitioner is

enjoying  the  interim  relief  without  depositing  the  amount  for  a

considerable period.   This would have further prompted us to take

out contempt proceedings against the Senior Officials of the petitioner

- Western Coalfields Limited.  However, upon an assurance given by

Mr. Ghare, learned Counsel appearing for the petitioner that Senior

Area Manager shall physically remain present along with instructions

about deposit of costs for aforesaid failure, we defer the hearing till

tomorrow.  

06. List the petition on 18th June, 2025 high on board.  

      (Sachin Shivajirao Deshmukh J.)           (Nitin W. Sambre, J.)
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