
501.  GP(L) 3526.2026
Hiral Vs. Sonal

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY
ORDINARY ORIGINAL CIVIL JURISDICTION

GUARDIANSHIP PETITION (L) NO. 3526 OF 2026

Hiral P. Patel … Petitioner

     V/s.

Sonal P. Patel. … Respondent

_______________________________________

Mr.  Mustafa  Doctor,  Senior  Advocate  a/w.  Ms.  Spenta  Kapadia  a/w.  Mr.

Munaf Virjee, a/w. Ms. Anuya Pathare  i/b. Amar Law for the Petitioner.

Ms. Hiral Patel (Petitioner) – present through video conferencing

Dr. Birendra Saraf, Senior Advocate a/w. Ms. Sheetal Shah a/w. Ms. Simran

John i/b. M/s. Mehta & Girdharlal for the Respondent

Ms. Sonal Patel (Respondent) – present in person

_______________________________________

CORAM   :  FARHAN P. DUBASH, J.

DATE       : 07TH MAY 2026

P. C. :

1. The present petition seeks appointment of a fit and proper person to

be  the  guardian and manager  of  the  assets  and properties  of  Mrs.

Kokilaben  Kanubhai  Patel  (Kokilaben).  The  Petitioner,  Hiral  Patel

(Hiral) is  the  grand-daughter  of  Kokilaben  whilst  the  Respondent,

Sonal Patel (Sonal) is her mother and the daughter of Kokilaben.

2. Pursuant  to  the  order  dated  2nd February  2026,  Dr.  Mazda  Turel
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Consultant Neurosurgeon (Brain and Spine) examined Kokilaben and

submitted his medical report dated 11th February 2026 on her present

medical condition. A perusal of the same reveals that Kokilaben is: (i)

totally incapacitated, (ii) unable to perform any activity of daily living

on her own, (iii) incapable of managing her affairs, (iv) mostly bed

ridden, (v) unable to communicate effectively or coherently, (vi) not in

a proper state of mind, and (vii) not aware of her surroundings. 

3. In  these  circumstances,  and  notwithstanding  the  allegations  and

counter-allegations made by the parties against each other, this Court

tried  to  impress  upon  them  to  agree  to  an  amicable  arrangement

whereunder,  they  would  agree  to  perform  the  role  as  the  Joint

Guardians of Kokilaben. After several hearings held in chambers and

with  the  assistance  of  the  learned  senior  advocates  and  lawyers

appearing  for  both  parties,  they  have  finally  agreed and have  also

mutually decided the said arrangement including inter alia, the terms

and conditions under which they would exercise such role as Joint

Guardians of  Kokilaben and Managers of  her assets  and properties.

This arrangement has been recorded in a document titled, “CONSENT

MINUTES OF ORDER” dated 7th May 2026 which is tendered before

this Court today. There are 10 (ten) annexures to the Consent Minutes
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of  Order.  Accordingly,  both  parties  jointly  request  that  this  Court

appoint them as Joint Guardians of Kokilaben and Managers of her

assets and properties in terms of the arrangement that is contained in

the Consent Minutes of Order.

4. Both Sonal and Hiral reside in the United Kingdom. However, as on

date, Sonal is in Mumbai. Hence, she has signed one set of the Consent

Minutes of Order together with the said 10 (ten) annexures. The said

original set and a copy thereof is tendered to this Court. Since Hiral is

presently in the United Kingdom, this Court is informed that she has

signed on another set of the said Consent Minutes of Order together

with  the  said  10  (ten)  annexures.  A  scanned  copy  of  the  same  is

tendered to this Court who is informed that the original thereof, is

presently being couriered to Mumbai from United Kingdom. The same

is taken on record and marked  ‘X’ for identification. However,  both

parties confirm that both sets of Consent Minutes of Order and the

said  10  (ten)  annexures  that  have  been  signed by  their  respective

clients are identical. 

5. In order to maintain one original set, duly signed by both parties, it is

agreed  that  the  original  set  of  the  said  Consent  Minutes  of  Order
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together with the said 10 (ten) annexures that is already signed by

Sonal will be sent via courier to the United Kingdom by the Advocates

for the Petitioner where their client, Hiral would sign the same and

thereafter, return it to her Advocates, who in turn would file the same

with the Registry/Prothonotary and Senior Master of this Court. This

shall  be done as  expeditiously  as  possible  and in any event,  on or

before 29th May 2026. Accordingly,  the said original  set of the said

Consent Minutes of Order together with the said 10 (ten) annexures

signed  by  Sonal  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Advocates  for  the

Petitioner whilst the photocopy thereof is retained by this Court for its

record, and marked ‘Y’ for identification. 

6. This  order  is  dictated  in  the  presence  of  both  parties  and  their

Advocates. However, whilst Sonal is present in chambers today, Hiral is

present on video conferencing. Both parties agree and confirm that

they have signed the Consent Minutes of Order together with the said

10 (ten) annexures, which are tendered to this Court and marked, ‘X’

and  ‘Y’ for identification. They further confirm the arrangement and

understanding that is recorded therein and agree to be bound by the

same. Hence, the statements and undertakings contained therein are

noted  and  accepted  and  shall  be  treated  as  statements  and
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undertakings given to this Court.

7. In these circumstances, and with the consent of both parties, this Court

appoints  the  Petitioner  -  Ms.  Hiral  Patel  and the  Respondent  -  Ms.

Sonal Patel as the Joint Guardians of Mrs. Kokilaben Kanubhai Patel

and Joint Managers of her assets and properties. 

8. Accordingly,  there  shall  be  an  order  in  terms  of  the  said  Consent

Minutes of Order together with the said 10 (ten) annexures. A scanned

copy of the two sets of the Consent Minutes of the Order together with

the said 10 (ten) annexures, marked  “X” (from pages 49 to 89) and

“Y” (from pages 6  to  48)  respectively,  is  reproduced hereunder for

ready reference:
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9. As more particularly set out in clause 13.6 of the said Consent Minutes

of Order, if the Joint Guardians and Managers are unable to agree on

the  matters  referred  to  therein,  such  dispute  shall  be  referred  to

Justice S. J. Kathawalla (retired) Former Judge of this Court whose

decision in regard to such dispute/matter has been agreed to be final

and  binding  on  the  parties.  Both  parties  agree  that  Justice  S.  J.

Kathawalla (Retd) would be at liberty to determine his professional

fees regarding the same.

10. All parties shall act on a photocopy of this order digitally signed by the

PA/PS of this Court. 

 ( FARHAN P. DUBASH, J. )

Jyoti Pawar
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