
IN THE HIGH COURT FOR THE STATE OF TELANGANA
AT HYOERABAD

WEDNESDAY, THE SIXTH DAY OF MAY
TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY SIX

PRESENT
THE HONOURABLE SRI JUSTICE J SREENIVAS RAO

CRIMINAL PETIT]ON NO: 7531 OF 2026
Between:
Soma Shekar@Soma Sivakumar, S/o Soma Sathyanarayana, F/o 2-6-50 Krishna
Talkies Road, Suryapet Post, Suryapet, Suryapet District -508213

...PETITIONER/ACCUSED No.2
AND

1. The State of Telangana, Rep.by the Public Prosecutor, Through Station
House Officer, Suryapet Rural Police Station, Suryapet District, High Court at
Hyderabad.

2. Sri L.Pandu Naik, ASI of Police (No..1586) Suryapet Rural Police Station,
Suryapet District, Telangana

...RESPONDENT

Petition under Section 528 of B.N.S.S. praying that in the circumstances stated

in the Memorandum of Grounds of Criminal Petition, the High Court may be pleased

to call for the records in FIR No.'136 ot 2026 dated 01.05.2026 on the file of Police

Station Suryapet Rural, Suryapet District and quash the same against the

Petitioner/Accused No.2.

l.A. NO: 2 OF 2026

Petition under Section 528 of B.N.S.S. praying that in the circumstances stated

in the Memorandum of Grounds of Criminal Petition, the High Court may be pleased

to stay all further proceedings, including the arrest of the petitioner/Accused No.2 in

relation to Crime FIR No.136 of 2026 dated 01.05.2026 on the file of Police Station

Suryapet Rural, Suryapet District.

This Petition coming on for hearing, upon perusing the Memorandum of

Grounds of Criminal Petition and upon hearing the arguments of

Sri Bhargavakrishna.L, Advocate for the Petitioner and the Public Prosecutor on

behalf of the Respondent No. 1.

The Court made the following: ORDER



IN THE HIGII COURT FOR THE STATE OF TELANGANA
AT HYDERABAD

THE HONOURABLT- SRI JUSTICE.'.SREENIVAS RAO

CR IMINAI- PETITION No.7531 of 2026

Date: 06.05.2026

Between:

Soma Shekar (D Sorna Sivakurnar
..Petitioner

ANT)

The State o {''l'clang:rna, atrd anotltcr
..Respondents

ORDER

This Criminat Petition has been filed seeking to quash the

proceeding:; in FIR No.l36 ol 2026 of Suryapet Rural Police

Station, Suryapet District, wherein the petitioner was arrayed as

accused No.2 tor the of'tences punishable under Section 318(4) of

the Bharatiya Nyava Sanhitha. 2023 (for short 'BNS'), Section

17(e) ol thc 'fclangana State Public Distribution System (Control)

Order, 201(r and Section 7 of the Essential Commodities Act, 1955

(for short'l)C Act').

2. I-leard Mr.L.Bharghava Krishna, learned counsel for the

petitioner and Mr.-lithendcr Rao Veeramalla, leamed Additional

Pu blic Prosec i,Ioit*rirr rL'spondents.
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3. The specific allegation against the pe titioner/accused No.2 is

that he has procured PDS rice from the beneficiaries at cheaper rate

to sell the same for profit and on 0 I .05.2026, the petitioner was

lound in possession of3 quintals l3 kgs ofPDS rice.

4. Learned counsel for the petitioner would subrnit that without

thcre being any complaint lrom any beneficiary, alleging that the

nce was procured deceptively or with a criminal intent and

charging the petitioner for prosecution is untenable and improper.

The allegations, even taken at his face value cannot be sustained

against the petitioner. Further, this Couft, in Crl.P.Nos.5709 of

20 19 and 3349 of 2015, while considering the same situation,

categorically observed that the olfences alleged against the

petitioners therein could not be continued and accordingly quashed

the proceedings. The petitioner is also entitled to the same relief

and hence prayed to quash the proceedings against the petitioner.

5. The leamed Additional Public Prosecutor submits that as per

prosecution, the offences said to have been committed by the

petitioner is cheating and violation of Section 7 of the EC Act and

requested to pass appropriate orders
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6. Section 7 of the t;C AcL contelnplate that any person

contravenes vvith the procluction, supply' distribution and trade of

essential cornmodities. is punishablc. As per the prosecution, the

petitioner has procured t'}DS ricc fiom thc beneficiaries after

supply from the dealer

7 . A Coordinate Bench ol-this Court in Crt.P.No'7227 of 2025

has considered the identical Iacts and observed that

'''fhL'rt ts tk) L^'e rnt(ttt indit trlittg llul th( lt(litrcner in anv v'a.l'

rlcctlttivel; ndrtcetl thc llL'ttcli< itrt it't tt) fd \ ith tlt? supplitd PDS rice

or the beneJiciatl' anlt'u.\t('(l thc I'l)S rit:e purclrusad by lhau with lhe

pt:!ilion('r untl lhcy tlrslun<'.\llr ti\ttlltt-oPriutLl or convrled lo their

ot|u Ltse or used il i |ioluli<trt ti u lar/itl dircttion or conlrdcl ln lhe

uhsenca ofessenlial t'actor.s. ttrr lht'fittc of pntsctulion' this Courtfinds

ir kt be u fil ctrst' lo e,\!r(t\L lhc iurivlrclkn urulu Section 5)8 of BNSS

2el3. |'hus. (1rtt ittttott( t: of pro< t'aelug\ agu tst llrc Pclilioner is abuse

o/ proces.s of lax" .

8. The facts and circtlnlstances of the present case also similar

to those in the abore case and hencc, this Court finds it to be a fit

case [o exerclse jurisdiction under Sectiou 528 of BNSS by

applying the same analogy and to quash the proceedings against

thc petitioner herein

9. Accordingly, the Criminal Petition is allowed and the

I

proccedings in FII{ No.l36 of 2026 o1'Suryapet Rural Police
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Station, Suryapet District, against the petitioner/accused No.2, are

hereby quashed.

Pending miscellaneous applications, if any, shall stand

closed.

//TRUE COPY//

SD/-AVSPRASAO
DEPUry REGISTRAR

SECTION OFFICER
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To,

1. The I Additional Judicial First class Magistrate at Suryapet. suryapet District
2. The Station House Officer, Suryapet Rural police Station. Suryapet District
3. One CC 1o Sri Bhargava Krishna.L, Advocate (OPUC)
4. Two CCs to Public Prosecutor, High Court of Telangana (OUT)
5. Two CD Copies
Ks/GNK

W



HIGH COURT

DATED: 0610512026

ORDER

CRLP.No.7531 ot 2026

Allowing the Crl.P.
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