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THE HIGH COURT FOR THE STATE OF TELANGANA

AT HYDERABAD

THIJRSDAY, I'FIE IWENTY SIXTH DAY OF MARCH
TWO I'}-JOUSAND AND TWEN'TY SIX

:PRESENT:

THE HONOURABLE MRS JUSTICE SUREPALL! NANDA

WRlr PETITION NO: 8887 OF 2026

Between:
1. Poonam Bhatnagar, D/ o Late Sri Rala Ajay lVlohan Lal Bhatnagar
2. Pooja Bhatnagar, D/ o. l.ate Sri Raja Ajay N/ohan Lal Bhatnagar.
3 Thakur Arjun Sirigh, S/ o L.ate Sri !-al Singh

Petitioners
AND

1. The State of Telangarra, Endowments Departrnent, Rep. by its princrpal
Secretary, Secretariat, Hyderabad

2. The Cornmissioner, Endowments, Bogulkunta, Hyderabad
3. The Assistant Conirriissroner. Errdowments, Ranga Reddy District.
4. Sri Seetha Rama Ohandra $warny Tenrple, Attapur, Rajendernagar [/andal,

Ranga Reddy District Rep hry its Executive Officer
5. Sri Kaltiri Jaya Vardhan, S/ o. Harichabndar Aged major, Occ. not known, R/

o. Flat No 41083, Block-4 Hyderguda Attapur
6. Sri Gumalla Ramesh Reddy, Si o. Hanmanth Aged nrajor, Occ. not known,

H.No.4-6-1 B1/1,Rambagh Attapur l-{yderabad
7. Sri G Raj Ramesh, S/ o. Rajulu Aged major, Occ. not known, R/o. H.No 4-6-

12912., Rambagh Attapur l""lyderabad
B Sri lVukkapalli IMadhya Rao, S/ o Rajaiah Aged major, Occ. not known, H No

4-6-17 1 Rambragh Attapur Hyderabad
9" Smt. l\lasani Jalya Sree, W/o. Sr.rdarsharr Aged maJor, Occ. not known,R/ o.

H No 4-6-101I2.Ranrbagh Attapur Hyderabad
10.Sri B.Eshwar Rao, Si o. Raghava Rao Aged maior, Occ. not known, R/o.

H. No.4-6-85/5. Rarnbgh.Attapir r

11.Sri Satish lVlane, S/ o. Kaslrinath Aged major, Occ. r-rot known, R/ o. H.no.4-7-
1 94 I 1,. Ranibag tr Att;ipur l-lyderabad

Respondents

Petition under Article 2'26 of the Constitution of lndia praying that in the
circumstances stated in the affidavit filed therewith, the High Court may be pleased
to issue a Writ, Orci<-tr r.rr i.lirectrcii'] r)-rore particularly one in the nature of Writ of
N/landamus declaring thr: procccclir"rgs irr Rc No. F4,418412026 dated 23.03.2026 of
the 2nd Respondent rn appointinq tire Respondents 5 to 11 as 'festival committee'
for the 4th Responderrt ten'rple on the basis of the recommendations of the lVlember
of Legislative Assernbly rri l-R I'io '1i6120?.6ltvlLAiR.iNR dated 11.03.2026 as illegal,
arbitrary, violative of the: status c1r-ro c:rder dated 21.0'3.2A25 passed in W,P. No. B72B

of 2025 directirrg to rnair:larir slatus quo and contrary to the judgment of this Hon'ble



Court reporlecl in P;rtt;lrlaa Pratap and another Vs. State of AncJhra Pradesh ancl

others reporled irr 2010 SCC Online AP 455 as illegal, arbitrary, violative of
principles of natural tustice:, violative of the orders of this Hon ble Court, violative <lf

tlre provisions of l'er!;rngan;r Llharita[:le ancj Flindu Religiorrs lnstitutions i*

Endowments Act 1t,:7 vi':iative cf Article 14 and 26 of tire Cc,nstitr-rtion of lndia attcl

conseqLrently to set r,:,;icie lhe s;anre.
(Prayer is amendec.r as p(!r court order dated 26.03.2026 vic e lA. No. 2 of 20261

lA NO: 1 OF 20
Petition Lrnde Sr:ct,on 151 CPC: praying that in tlie ciict.lnrstances stated tn

the affidavit fiied iri suitport r:f the petitrorr, the High CoLrr rnay be pleased to
suspend the procercling;s irt RcNo f41418412026 dated 2',\032026 of the 2nd
Responderrt appoint r,q thrl R.esporrdents 5 to 11 as 'festival {)omtxtttee for the 4tlt
liesprondent tempie on ilie Lrasis r:f the lecommendationr; of the [\lember of
Legislatrve Assernl.rlr [i it':i lrJU f i6|]lt2tjiivlLAiFiiNiF( dati:cl 11 03 2026, pendingl

disposal of WP lJ88,i r:l ;[i16 ctt ih,:': ftlt': i.rl tite l-Jtqh Ccrurt
(Prayer is amendetj ;rs pt:r ccurt arder dated 26.A3.2A26 vice lA. No. 2 of 2A261

-fhe petition:orning on foi'lrr:arrnq, uporl perusirrg the Petition anci the
affidavit frled irr sLr[-.,irriri tl-ereof and up:<.rn hearing the argunrents of Sri T SURYA
SATISH Advocate fr.r lilr,; rr-::litirners Giir [:Of1 ENVlROhllvlEhT fr:i"ttte [lesponclent
Nos.1 to 3 and Sri t,: | $atish Ki:rnar, Acirrocatefor respondent No 4

Tlre Court made tht fr:llowing.
ORDER:

The learned i ?" tgi ,gl g p ese ItOs .9 n _-belraf_ollhe_-Wj tltq11g rs_ m a 1nly_p! t 
-s_

fojth the followirtg r ;ubmissionsl

(i) The conr;titution of Committee vide impugned proceedings dated

23.03.2026 issued [r r the 1:''c resportrJent is in violation of the orders passed in favour

of the petitionerdateJ )1.tt}2025 passed in WP.B72B of 202i which are in force as

on date.

(ii) The ac it:ri ol the 2"'i responderrt in issuing the irnpugrred proceedings

dated 23.W.2A26 apcointirrg the Respondents 5 to 11 as 'festival committee' for the

4'h respondent tenrl le on the basis of the recommendatior s of the fi/ember of

Legislative Assernblr in l-R No 136l2026llVlLA/RJNR dated 11 032026 indicates

favouritism and ref llcts r;L.irrender of ,liscretion and abdicirtiorr of duty by the

Cr:rtrpetent Authority .,nd hencc; rilegai

(iii) Tlre ptrtr;tice of apporrrtilig the persons recomrlended by the public

representatives is urr ;;,riied far.



Based on the aforesaid subrnissions the learned counsel appearing on behalf

of the petitioners contended that the petitioners are entitled for the relief as prayed

for in the present writ petition

The learned Government Pleader appearinq on behalf of the

respondents. placing relialrce orr the written instructions qht on recgrd by

utive Officer Endowment rtrnent of
puts forth the followi!]q sqbmissig.ps:.

(i) The petitioners have no connection with the administration of the

subject temple.

(ii) -[he sui:1ect temple is registered under the provisions of Section 43(10)

of the Endowments Act 30 of 1987.

(iii) The petitioners with a nralafide intention have filed this writ petition with

an ulterior motive tcr stop the peacerful conduct of Srirama Navami festival.

Based on the aforesald submissions the learned Government Pleader

qppearlnq ol behalf of the respondents contended that the petLtiqnef !S not

e_ntLfledlqlhe Erq[tlf rellef as prayed lqr by tlre pelrtiqttels leleln
Pe rusqgl the .EgSg-Lqt,

A bare perusai of tlre letter No.13612026/tvlLA/RJNR dated 11.03.2026 of the

I\lLA addressed to fulinister for llndowrnents, Government of Telangana, Hyderabad

indicates that narnes of seven canoidates had been recommended for constitution of

the festival conrrnrttee of -Sri lfanraclrandra Swanty Temple at Rambagh, Attapur,

Rajendranagar lVlandal of Rangareddy District for conduct of Sri Rama Navami

festival celebratrons in Ternlrle frorn 19.03.2026 to 30.03.2026.

A bare perusal of the impugned proceedings in RC.No.F41418412026 dated

n.A3.2026 of the 2'd Respondent firrther rnclicates that the 2nd respondent appointecl

the Respondents 5 tr: 11 as festival cornmittee for the 4th respondent temple solely

on the basis'of the recommenclations of the lVember of Legislative Assembly in LR

No.1 36/2026/N/LA/RJNR rjated 1 1 03 2026, witlrout any application of mind

independently.
-l-his Court opirres that Jr-rstice should not only be done but manifestly seen to

be done. This Court is of the'f irm opinir:n that the very constitution of the Committee

apparently indicates that it vuas rniendeii tc' favour the IMLA, which is sufficient to

destroy the credibility and fairness of the process



One of the s:ttled pirinciples of law which Lord Eslre'r lVl.R. stated in1-he

Queen on the prose:ul.it:n of Richarrl \A/estbrook in the late'19t'' Century (1890) 2a

Queen's Bench Drvrr;ion :371 "if peopie wlio have to exerrrise a public duty by

exercising their discretion lake into account matters which the Courts consider not to

be proper for the qurJance of their discretion, then in the eye o'the law they have not

exercised their cJiscr:tiorr, has for-rncJ very many eminent approvals rncluding that of

the Supreme Court of lndi;l in S.R.Venkataraman Vs. Union of lndia reported in 1979

(2) SCC 491.AlR 19 rg SC 49 arrd it is stated in the later" the influence of extraneous

matters will be uncir Lrl:teci v,'liere tire at-rthority n'raking the or ler lras admitted their

influence.
-l"his Court r pines, that the present case squarely falls within the rule

aforementioned par.i,:ulariy wl-rerr the inflt-rence of the [/Ll, and the lVinister in

appointing the fe: trvai (lomnrrttee vicie the impugned proceedings in RC

No.F41418412026 cj;ted 2:\.3.2026 of the 2nd respondent is wril large in the facts that:

(1)All those ramed in the letter of the Member of the Legislative Assembly

are appointed as n'embers of the festival Committee and are placed in the same

position as indicate,l and suggested in the letter of the Menrber of the Legislative

Assembly in LR No 136i2()26/lvlLA/RJNR dated 11.3.2026 adrlressed to the lVinister

of Endowments, Go'rr-.rnment of Telangana, Hyderabad and

(2) Apparent y there is no applicatiorr of mind independently by the 2''d

respondent sirrce he hacl completely abdicated his functions to the desire of a

lVember of the Legi:,latrve Assembly and the [t/inister of Endorvment, Government of

Telangarra, Hyderai,ad ar act r,vhir:h in itself is enough to destroy the credibility

behind the proceedr rgs ir,rpugned rn RC No.F4l418412026 cr€rted 23.03.2026 of the

2'td respondetrt.

Therefore, here shall be interim suspension af the impugnecl

proceedingb in Rc. No.F4/4184./?02$ clateci 233"2A26 of the 2"d respondent.

List the rrratte cri 0i i4.J"02ti for {he counter of tl're resporrdents.

SII/.. M.JAWAHAR REDDY
AI}STSTANT REGISTRAR

#TRUE COPYi/

SECT FFICER



To,
1 The Principal f3ecretary. Endownrents Department, Secretariat, State of

Telangana, Hyderabad.
2. The Commissioner, E.ndowrlents. Bogulkunta, Hyderabad.
3. The Assistarrt Cornrrrissir:rrer, Frrdowments, fianga Reddy District.
4. The Executive Officer, Sjri .teetita Ranra Chandra Swamy -[emple, Attapur,

Rajendernagar [Vlandal, Ranga F?eddy District
5. Sri Kaltiri Jaya Vardhi:rr. S/ o. Hariclrabrrdar, Rl o. Flat No 41083, Block-4.

Hyderguda Atiapur
6. Sri Gumalla Fiarnesh Reddv, S/o. Hanmanth, H.No.4-6-18'111, Rambagh,

Attap u r, l-'iydera lrad,
7 Sri G Raj Raniesll, S/ o Ralulu, R/o tl No 4-6-12912,Rambagh. Attapur

Hyderabad
B Sri lVlukkapalli Nladhya Rao, S/ o Rajaiah, H.No 4-6-171 Rambagh, Attapur,

Hyderabad.
9. Smt. [/asani Jaya Sree, W/o Sudarshan. R/ o. i-l.No 4-6-10112, Rambagh,

Attapur, Hyderabad
10.Sri B.Eshwar Rao, S/ o. Raghava Rao, R/o. H.No.4-6-85/5, Rambgh, Attapur
11. Sri Satish Mane, S/ o Kashinatlr, R/ o. H.no 4-7-19411, Rambagh, Attapur

Hyderabad
(For 1 to 11 by $PAII)

12 One CC to SRI T STJRYA SArl$H Advocate IOPUC]
13 Two CCs to GP F OR ENViRONMENT, High Court at Hyderabad [OUT]
14. One spare copy



HIGH COURT

SNJ

DATED:26/0.3/2026

LIST ON 06"(,,4.2t)26"
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