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counser for the Petitioner : sgj|;["Ji:$'i."Sfl[?::'""1 of rndia

Counsel for the Respondent No'1 : M'S' S' Santosh Kumar

Counsel for Respondent Nos' 2lo12 t -

The Gourt made the following: ORDER

This application is filed by the petitioner/Third party applicant to permit the

release of EVMs anO Wpnfs used for 015- Yellareddy Assembly Constituency in

the 2023 Assembly Elections in the State of Tetangana from the Godown/strong

room for their use in tuture-e*on" including the Ldk Sabha Elections- 2024'

Heard the t""t"a 
'*ndtnn 

Counsel for the Election Commission of tndia

and the leamed counsel for the respondent No"t-Election Petitioner'
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Leamed Standing Counsel for the petitiorrer - Etection Commission of lndia

submitted that the Ete"tion petition was filed by the election petitioner chatlenging

the election to Yetlaredoy AslsemUty Constituency (015)' Kamareddy District' The

Etection Commission of fnOi" i**a elaborate guidelines dated 15 07'2016 under

Rule - 94 (aa) of the conat]o oi E'*tion Rules' 1961 relating to the manner in which

Ebctronic Voting Machines (EVMs) and Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trails

(WPATs) should be a""rt 'lin" 
"'"nt 

of filing 'T.:"n*n"' 
of an Election Petition'

The guidelines nuA ot"n i""t'"0 keeping in mind the hurdles that would arise w'rth

respect to re-use "f 
EVM";; ;e event of filing of Elec{ion Petitions' As per the

guidelines, the ECI/CEo 

-rnay 
tile applicat'rons before the concemed High Court

seeking release of EVMs 
"nO 

*'O" which were blocked in Ebc-tion Petitions'

where EVMs ""0 
Wpift *ere not the subject matter in order to enable the

utilization of such EVMs and WPATs in the future elections'

He further sromitteJtnrt the petitioner had not raised any issue involving the

EVMs and WPATs' ii"' **" not the subiect matter of the present Election

petition As such, o'ur"o t n*" ":'*:::l:TiffijH,tJff:':);;i"'"
;;, ; 

ilT#.ff"::i:::J"J:ffi .ff ,J ;;";"n petitio ne r submitted th at

except the WPAT "'*t' 
tn" EVMs and WPATs were not required for disposal of the

case. , -:--i^^6 nf trrth the learned counsel and the

Considering the submissions of bott

guidelinesissuedby.*.1.*."Commissionoflndia,dated15.07.2016,whereinit

was specified 'nO"' 
Oi"Une 3(ii) that if the EVMs are not the subject of the

Election petition, 
"" 

;;;;;" may be nroved to the concemed court for allowing

the EVMs concemed to nt t"X"n out of the strong room for any future election or any

otherpurposelixernJvement'physicalveriRcaionofEVMsetc''andconsidering

thatasthesubject."n",".*presentElectionPetitionwasnotregardingany
issue invorving tn. evr.,rs, it is considered nt to live a direction to release the EVMs

and WPATs '* 
;;;;;"'n'*o' ot""mutl constituencv in 2023 to be utrlized

in the upcoming Lok Sabha Elections' 2024'

Accordingly' tn" 
"'Jpf'""t'"" 

is allowed with the above directions'

Ico*l. --- flS-o
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