
Ti{E HIGH COURT FOR THE STATE OF TELANGAN,,I
AT HYDEITABAD

WEDNESDAY,'fHE SEVENTH DAY OF JANLJAiiY
]-WO THOUSAND AND TWENTY SI.X

:PRESENT':

HI I{ONEUILABLE THE CHIEF JUSTNCE ,4PARESH KUVTAR SINGTT
ANT)

THE HONOTIRABLE SRI JUSTICE G.M. MOHII]DDIN

WP. Nos. 126 and 127 of 2026

lvltxT PETITION NO: 126 OF 2026 z

[]etwcen:
1 . lJnion of India, Represented by Secretary, Ministry of Defbnce, New Delhi.
2. Secretary DD Rand D and Chairman DRDO, Ministry of Defence, DRDO Bhawan,

New Delhi.
3. Director General (HR) DRDO, Ministry of Defence,'A'Block, DRDO Bhawan, New

Delhi-110011.
4. Director of Personnel, DRDO, 217,'A'Block, DRDO Bhawan, New Delhi-l1001i.

Petitioners
ANI}

l. Dr. Sivasubramaniam Nambi Naidu, S/o. Late Sri. Nambi Naidu. aged about 57 years,
Occ. Distinguished Scientist,DRDO, R"/o. Gl, Sai Keerthi Apartments, Ganesh
Nagar, Ramanthapur, Hyderabad - 500 013

2. Dr. Jaiteerth R Joshi, Occ. Outstanding Scientist, DRDL" Kanchar-rbagh, Hyderabad
R/o. Ramanthapur, Hyderabad

Respondents

Petition under Arlicle 226 of the Constitution of India praying that in the
circunrstances stated in the affidavit filed therewith, the High Court ma,v* be pleased to issue a
r.,r'it. order or direction more particularly one in the nature of Writ of Certiorari, calling for
thc records passed in OA No. 021/0225312024, impugned judgnient dated 2911212025 by the
('cntral Administrative Tribunal- Hyderabad Bench, quash and set asicle the same as it is
corttrarl, to lalv and perverse.

o I OF 2026
Petition under Section 151 CPC praying that in the circumstances stated in the

alllciavit flled in support of the petition, the High Court may be pleased to suspend the
tilicration of the inrpugned orcler passed in OA No. 021/0225312024 dated 29.12.2025 by the
ilon'blc Clentral Administrative 1'ribunal, Hyderabad Bench pending disposal of WP 126 af
It)l(r. on thc file of the ltigh Court.

fhe petition coming on for hearing. upon perusing the Petition and the affidavit f-rled

in sirpport thereof and upon hearing the arguments of lr4r. Tushar Mehta. Solicitor General of
lndia represents Mr. N. Bhujanga Rao, Deputy Solicitor General o1'India. Advocate for the

J:etitioners. Mr. B. Nalin Kumar. Senior Counsel represents Mr. Korvturi Pavan Kumar
,\rlvocate for respondent No.1.
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lSetx ren:

Dr. iaiteerth .ioshi. fi/o. Late. Raghavendra R Joshi Aged 55 Years Occ- Director
General (Brah vtos) Official Residence at- 4th Floor, Cottage Development Enclave"

Slrank4r Viha; New Delhi - 110010 Pennanent Residence at- 3-10-9311, Gokhale
Nagar. Ranran' hapur Hyderabad- 50001 3.

Petitioner

Dr. SivasubLalr;uiari Nambi Naiclu. S/o. Late Sri Narnbi NaiCu Aged 58 years, Occ-
Distinguished icientist, DRDO Rr o. G 1. Sai Keerthi Apartnrents. Ganesh Nagar
ltarnanthapur. i,vderatrad- 500011.

Respondent/Applicant
[-]nion of'india [{cp. By its Secrelar',r Minisiry of Detbnce. N:w Delhi
'l'hc Ministry of Defence, Rep. B_v its Secretary It and D and ,lhaitman DRDO DRDO
Bhavan. New i)elhi
l-he l)irector ( eneral (flR). DRDO Ministr-v of Det'ence, A Block DRDO Bhavan,
New Delhi- I 11011
'l'he Director o'Personnel. DRDO 217, A Block, DRDO Bha'zan New Delhi- I10011.

R espondents/Respondent

Petition under Artir:le 226 of the Constitution of Ind a praying that in the
circumstances stated irr the alfidavit filed therewith, the High Court nay be pleased to issued
a Writ. Order or Dire ction. particularly in the nature of Writ of Certiorari, calling for the
records pertaining to rire order passed by the Central Administrat ve Tribunal, Hyderabad
Bench in OA No. 021102253 of 2024 Dl29.12.2025 and quash the same as being bad,
arbitrarl,. illegal and v olative of Article, 14,16 and l9 of the Constit,rtion of India.

I,{ NO: oF 2026
Petition under Section 151 CPC praying that in the circrmstances stated in the

affidavit filed in suppt'rt of the petition, the High Court may be pleased to stay the operation
of the orders passed t1'the Central Administrative'l'ribunal. Hydeabad Bench in OA No.
021 02253 of 2024 D 29.12.2025. pending clisposal of WP 127 of 2026, on the file of the
l{igh Corrrt.

-lhc petitiorl ccriing on for hearing. upon perusing the Petition and the affidavit filed
in sLrpport thereof and upon hearing the arsumcnts of Mr. S. Niranjar Reddy, Senior Counsel
reprcsenls Mr. S. Sai.ii lteddy. Advocate lbr the I)etitioner, Mr. l). Nalin Kumar. Senior
Counsel represents Mr Kowturi Pavan Kunrar Advocate for respondt,nt No.l.

The Court made the *ollowing.
(}I{DER:

Mr. I.ushar llehta, learned Solicitor General of India represents Mr. N.
llhu.ianga Rao, learued Deputy Soliciton General of India ior the petitioners in
\.\ .i!.5," 126 of 2026.

N{r. S. Niranjrn Reddy, learned Senior Counsel represents Mr" S. SahiX Reddy,
Ie:trne<l counsel for the petitioner in W.P.No.l27 of 2026.
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7" As per clarse {kl of'the Gemer"al Guidelines, the lecretary, I]DR&D and
Chairman, DR!)G may then approvc one of the names in the paneE submitted by the
Selection Cornnritte : for appointrnent to the position of Directol General.

ft. As per ciausr (t) of the Generat Guidelines, in excepttonal circumstances, the
Secrcta4v, DtlR&l-l ;rnrX Chairrnan, DRDO may exercise his cliscretionary polvers f,or

tfue said appointmcr,s. Clause i3) of the SOP prescribed qualitative requirements f'or
appointmemt antl tFr: essential requirements are (1) A Scientist in the grade of SC'oH"
or at)ove, (2) A rqjcierrdst lyho has served tenure as Director of a Laboratory/Programme
!)irector/Corpol'atc []inector and (3) Should have at least 18 mt nths of residuatr service.
iVI.'t'ech/P h. D., is th r ..i esir:rhle q ualification.

9" A{ter the scrutiny of the application, the Selection Conrmittee recommended a

Jrancl of threc r:am,tidate:i, rvho were arranged in alphabetiral order flncluding the
applicant in O.A", n, th nespnndent No.5 bcing the first applicani his name starting from
alphabet H. Out e,f'the panel of three members, the Secretary, DDR.&D and the
Chairman, DRDO r,]comrmended the name of respondent No.5, who was appointed as

llirector General (lirrahMos) on 01.12.2024. This was made the subject matter of
challenge.

10 The applicanl irefore thc learned Tribunal, made the following prayer:
"...it is humhly p,rayed that this Hon'ble Court may be pk ased to set aside
the Office Orler bearing No.DOP/05(DRDS-I[)/53258DG (BrahMos)
M/01, dated 25.1L.2024 issued by the respondent No.4 and consequently
direct the resp rndent to appoint the applicant as the llirector General
(BrahMos) pu,suant to the Advertisement No.3/2024(l) closing dated
12.09.2021 and Xrass such other order or orders as this flon'ble Tnbunal
may deem fit in f he facts and circumstances of the case."

ll. The learned llribun:rl afteN'consideration of the case of the parties, the pleadings
on record, quashed tlrr: appointrnent of respondent No.5 and directed the respondents to
reconsider the clainr r,f the applicant for appointment to the pcst of Director General
(BrahMos) within a tr:e riod,of,fourweeks from the date of receipt of the onder.

12. Learnetl Solic itor' (ieneraX of India appearing for thr f,haion of India has
submitted that tlae p rr;t of Dinector General (BrahMos) a prolect of highly strategic
importance in rvhich lhe Government of India and the Government of Russia are in
collaboration is ol' l'e -v sensitive nature" This selection process is not based upon the
principles of merit-cunr-seniority or seniority-cum-merit, but is largell' based upon the
suitability of the canr: idate :ilS &ss€SS€d by the competent authori y at a verv high level.
It is submittcd thnt in iro wav" the Union of India passes any stiglna on the eligibility or
candidature of the apnlicant. The high level Selection Committee after intcraction has
recornmended the nar res of three persons, rvho included the appl cant, respondent No.5
:lnd one nlore candiri;lfe. Tlic Selection Committee had give:r same marks to the
agrplicant amd responc tnt No.S. E-earned Tribunal has gone beyor d the scope of judicial
revicn to questior thc: i"econrrientlation of the Selection Committl'e though there are no
ailegations clf bias or ralaJide or anv violation of rule or non-compliance of eligibility
criteria h1'the selectcr candidate i.e., respondent No.5. It is furtlrer sukrmitted that the
Iearneql 'f'ribunal ilaas :rronc'ously stepped into the shrres of the S:lection Committee to



nsscss the comparative merit of thc applicamt vis-i-vis respondent No.5. None of the
ccnditions of the advertisement or the IiOP have been violated. The applicant and
respondent No.5 [roth are fulfilling the essential criteria of Scientists in Grade-tl.

13. Learned Additional Soliciton General of India has further added that the
applicant had also been promoted as an outstanding Scientist before the cut-off date.
Therefore, he submits that the impugned orclens deserve interference.

14. &lr. S. Niranjan Reddy, learnec{ Senior Counsel appearing for respondent No.5
iri ().A., has submitted that troth tlre SOP ared the Det'ence llesearch and Development
Service Rules, 2023 were in existence before issuance of advertisement dated 12.09.2024.
l{e also submitted that the selection excrcisc lvas done completely in consonance with
thc criteria laid down in the advertisement and as per the SOP and the rules to which
the applicant has not been able to demonstrate any infirmity. The applicant has
participated in the selection process pursuant to the advertisement fully aware of the
rules. The learned Tribunal therefore committed a serious error in interfering with the
appointmentof respondentNo.5thoughtherearenoallegations of malaJide orviolation
of any rules. The learned Tritlunal has acted as a Selection Committee and
unwarrantedly, commented upon the fair selection process conducted by the Selection
Committee for appointment of the Director General (BrahMos).

15. Learned Senior Counsel for the applicant has also referred to the provisions of
advertisement and the SOP particularly clauses (i) and fi) and submitted that the
Selection Committee did not follow the metrics laid down for recommending the panel
of three names. It is further submitted that the applicant was promoted to the post of
Scientist-H in 2017 and thereafter he got two more promotions up to 2024 i.e., before
the cut-off date for consideration for appointurent to the post of Director General in
terms of the advertisement. He has also taken this Court to the findings of the learned
I'r'ilrunal specifically paras 20, 22, 29, 30 and 31 and submitted that the learned
'l.ribunal has rightly commented upon the minutes of the Selection Committee meeting
as it did not reflect as to how the markings were roa<ie in favour of respondent No.5.
Thene was no basis for recommending the n&rnes in alphatretical order, which according
to the learned counsel for the petitioner, is hasically r:ecommendation on the basis of
ranking where respondent No.S was placecl at Sl"No.l. He has also referred to the
counter affidavit of the Union of India and submitted that the learned Tribunal has
taken into note the names recommended im alphabetical order for the post of l)irector
{ieneral (BrahMos) without indicating any menit or seniority of the recommended
narnes though there was no rule to that effect.

16. Reliance has been placed on a decision of the Apex Court in Bedanga Talukdar
r,s. Saifudaullah Khan and others ((2011) l2 SCC 85) on the proposition that the
relection exercise should not suffer frorn arbitrarincss or undue faith being shown to
any candidate. It has to be conducted strictl-v in accordance with the stipulated
selection procedure, which is not done in the present case. Theref,ore, the learned
ilrihunal has in the concluding paragraphs of' the impugned order righttry held that
thcre is manifest arbitrariness in the decision <1f, respondent Nos.l to 4 in appointing
respondent No.5 as Director General (BrahMos).
17. We have heard learned counsel for the parties at considcrable length.



i8. Ar tFris st:rga ti'imtcrim relief, rve qlo not wish to rnake tetailier,E corutrnents upon
thc findiniXs oxr rmer;r s hr3' thc learneet Tribunal. However, on a p,ima facie,consideratiora
of thc subrnission r;i ir:arned eounsel for the parties, based on ;he rnaterials on record
nnd on grenusal ri,l t[.;: irnpugneel judgmentrwe are of theview ttrat im a selection E]rocess
to such * sensitive lnrtr irnportant post of Director General (BrahMos), wherein the
appointrnemt of resg.r rndenit No"S was made by the competent authoruty or"lt of a panel of
thrcr-'nantes trflc..1trfir,.r,:nderl by'the Selection Committee in whirh the appfiicant's narne
ais* rrJlpe*rs. tlt,* lraru:aed 'flni]runal without any allegations cf malw Jide or bias or
i'iolation ciflstatulor. nu{es or violation of the essential conditions of advertisernent/SOP
has proceeded to qar lsPr the appointrnent of respondent No.5 by imposing its views and
steppine anto the shle s *f the Selection Committee. Taking into account that the post is
of such sensitive m*{*re arrd importance which cannot be allowed to'kre kept vaeant or
rnarle incharge tlr!'a rgenrent as directed by the learned Tribunal, the impugned order
deservcs to he stayer;.

19. Therefore, *hrre shall be interim suspension of the irnpugmed orden during
pendency of thesc wi it petitions.

2$. Thc apptricar { (reripondent No.l in both the cases) and respondent No.5
(petitioner in W.l'.Ni ',,127 efi 2026) are allowed four weeks time t r file counter af{idavits.
'l'w'o weeks thereafte'is allowed to file reply.

21. List these maitgrs on24.02.2026.

SI)/.M.JAWAHAR RE,DDY

A SSISTANT REGXSTRAR

/ITRUE C$PYI/ l^--
oft orncon
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SECTI

I . Dr. Sivasubran r;rniam Nambi Naidu, S/o. Late Sri. Nambi Na du, Occ. Distinguished
Scicntisl. l)RDO" R/c. G1, Sai Keerthi Apartrnents, Ganesh Ir agar, R.amanthapur,
Ilycierabaci - 5( () 013.

l. Dr. .laitceriir Il .loshi. Occ. Outstanding Scientist, DRDL, Karchanbagh, Hyderabad
IVo. Ramantha tur. Flyderabad

3. T'he Secretarl'Trlinistty of Defence, Union of India, New Dellii.
4. f'he Secretary,. \,linislry of Defbnce, R and D and Chairman t RDO Bhavan, New

Delhi
5. 1-he Dircctor (i:iieral (HR). DRDO Ministry of Defence, A Biock DRDO Bhavan.

Ne''.r Delhi- 1 ir)()l I

6. 'l-hc [)ircctt',r o i]ersr)nnel. DRDO 217. A Block- DRDO Bha',an New Delhi- I 1001 I
(For i to 6 hrr {PAD)

i . onc cC 1o Sri 'J l3huianga Rao. Dy SOLICITOR GEN otr IN DIA. I OPLIC I

8. One CC to Sri irrgapoor Saliil Reddy. Advocate [OPUC]
9. One CC to Sri iou.turu Parran Kumar" Advocate IOPUC]
10. ()ne spare (Jop'i
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