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BEFORE

HON BLE THE CH EF JUSTICE MR AJI T SI NGH

HON BLE MR JUSTI CE MANQJI T BHUYAN

(Ajit Singh, C J.)

M. HK Das, |earned counsel for the petitioner.

M. D Sai kia, |earned senior Additional Advocate CGeneral, Assam assisted by M.
RB Bora, |earned Governnent Advocate for the respondents.

In the additional affidavit filed by the Secretary to the Governnent of Assam (E
nvi ronnent & Forest) Departnent, it is stated that from 27.11. 2017 upto 29.11. 20
17 another drive to renove encroachnments from Anchang Wl dlife Sanctuary was car
ried out and as many as 1015 encroachnments have been renoved. According to the a
ffidavit, still nmore than 1000 households are within the Sanctuary and they are
yet to be renoved. A prayer is, however, nade to pernmt tenporary suspension of
eviction drive because in the | arge nunber of househol ds, school going students,
are preparing for annual exam nation and they shall suffer irreparably. It is a
| so stated that as sone of the evicted encroachers are spending their nights in
the jungle and they have refused to | eave the forest areas, the State Gover nnent
on humanitarian ground is contenplating to work out a rehabilitati on package fo
r erosion and fl ood affected | andl ess persons.
We appreciate the renoval of encroachnments fromthe Anchang Wldlife Sanctuary a
nd al so the desire of the State Governnent to work out a rehabilitati on or conpe
nsati on package or both for the genuinely affected persons. W, accordingly, al
ow 2 (two) nonths tinme to the State Governnent to take steps in this regard. Nee
dless to nention that the State Governnment shall immedi ately renove all conmerci
al establishnents, nore particularly, industrial establishnments fromthe Anthang
Wldlife Sanctuary. W also direct the State Governnent to ensure that encroach
ments do not nushroom again at the places fromwhere they have been renoved. W
must nention that the State Governnent is under a statutory obligation to make t
he Anthang Wl dlife Sanctuary free from encroachnment and that the State Governne
nt wll do everything to nake it free from encroachnent.
Li st the case on 12.2.2018 for further order(s).



