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CORAM:

HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE BADAR DURREZ AHMED

HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE ASHUTOSH KUMAR
ORDER

% 06.10.2016

The learned counsel for the State Governments of Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh are present. They are aware of the directions of this
Court as also of the National Green Tribunal with regard to the agricultural crop



residue/stubble burning. It is clear to everyone that as per law, agricultural crop
residue/stubble burning is not permitted. The difficulty is with regard to the
implementation. Despite repeated orders passed by the National Green Tribunal
as well as this Court, this practice has gone on unabated and year after year Delhi
is engulfed in a cloud of haze. The constituents of which are aerosols resulting
from agricultural crop residue/stubble burning and dust. This happens each year
from the middle of October till the whole month of November and results in
serious pollution issues for the residents of the National Capital Region for several
months. The effects of which are felt by the citizens who have difficulty in
breathing. Children and the aged are the most effected as they develop respiratory
problems. The pollution manifests itself in long term effects which tend to reduce
the longevity of the citizens. This is particularly true for PM2.5 which is fine
particul ate matter that can be absorbed in the blood stream.

It is for this reason that preventive measures need to be taken and we must
strike when ‘the iron is hot’ as it were. As such, we had requested the above
mentioned states to be represented by counsel before us today. Since the
understanding is clear and the objective is well-known to each of the states, we
hope that the law is followed in letter and spirit and agricultural crop
residue/stubble burning in each of the states is prevented by the respective
Governmental agencies. We are making it clear that we will hold the Chief
Secretaries of each of the states responsible in case these orders and the law are
not implemented.

All the aforesaid state governments shall file their status reports with
regard to the action taken by them to ensure that the above activity of agricultural
crop residue/stubble burning is eliminated. The same be filed before the next date
of hearing.

We are informed that there are 6 monitoring centres of DPCC and another

5 of CPCB. Apart from this, there are aso 9 monitoring centres which are



operated by the Ministry of Earth Sciences. We direct al the agencies to ensure
that data is recorded for the entire months of October and November and a
comparative chart is placed before us comparing the current year’s data with the
previous year’s data as also comparing with the data for the months of August and
September. The interim reports should be filed before the next date of hearing.
Renotify on 20.10.2016 at 02:15 p.m.
Dasti under the signatures of the Court Master to all the counsel.

BADAR DURREZ AHMED, J

ASHUTOSH KUMAR, J
OCTOBER 06, 2016/ab
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