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IIGEId Mallappa and other v. State of Karnataka, (2024) 3 SCC 544 q

AR STaaH <ITed SRT INgfRE & [Geg geda adid & PRl 8 o
= Rgia gfmTfed fsg 10 & S Sfoedmr—42 5 FragaR 8:-

“42. Our criminal jurisprudence is essentially based on the
promise that no innocent shall be condemned as guilty. All
the safeguards and the jurisprudential values of criminal
law, are intended to prevent any failure of justice. The
principles which come into play while deciding an appeal

from acquittal could be summarised as:
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Appreciation of evidence is the core element of a
criminal trial and such appreciation must be
comprehensive inclusive of all evidence, oral or
documentary;

Partial or selective appreciation of evidence may
result in a miscarriage of justice and is in itself a
ground of challenge;

If the court, after appreciation of evidence, finds
that two views are possible, the one in favour of
the accused shall ordinarily be followed;

If the view of the trial court is a legally plausible
view, mere possibility of a contrary view shall not
justify the reversal of acquittal,;

If the appellate court is inclined to reverse the
acquittal in appeal on a reappreciation of
evidence, it must specifically address all the
reasons given by the trial court for acquittal and
must cover all the facts;

In a case of reversal from acquittal to conviction, the
appellate court must demonstrate an illegality,
perversity or error of law or fact in the decision of the
trial court.”
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