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I.A No. 1 of 2024 

This application is filed by the petitioner/ appellant 

under Section 430(1) of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 

Sanhita, 2023, seeking to enlarge him on bail pending 

disposal of the appeal. The petitioner/accused was 

convicted and sentenced to undergo rigorous 

imprisonment for a period of fifteen (15) years and to pay 

a fine of Rs.1,50,000/- vide judgment dated 08.08.2017 

passed by the learned I Additional District and Sessions 

Judge-cum-Special Judge for NDPS Cases, 

Rajamahendravaram. 

2.  Heard the learned counsel for the petitioner/ 

appellant and the learned Assistant Public Prosecutor. 

3.  The learned counsel for the petitioner/ appellant 

would argue that since 6 ½ years the petitioner has been 

undergoing sentence, he has two minor children, wife 

and aged parents and that his mother is suffering from 

age-related ailments,  his presence is required to extend 

support to his wife, children and parents.  Further, the 

investigating officer has not complied with the mandatory 

provisions contained in  Sections 42,  52  and  52 - A of 
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the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 

1985, and that the petitioner has substantial grounds to 

succeed in the main appeal. 

4.  Per contra, the learned Assistant Public 

Prosecutor opposed the application, pointing out that the 

case involves a commercial quantity of 360 Kgs. of 

Ganja, however, she fairly submitted that the petitioner is 

not involved in any other criminal cases and is not a 

habitual offender.  

5.  As seen from the record, at the culmination of the 

trial, the learned I Additional District and Sessions 

Judge-cum-Special Judge for NDPS Cases, 

Rajamahendravaram, found the petitioner guilty of the 

offences punishable under Sections 8(c) and 20(b)(ii)(C) 

of the NDPS Act and sentenced him to undergo rigorous 

imprisonment for fifteen (15) years and to pay a fine of 

Rs.1,50,000/-. The record further discloses that the 

petitioner has paid the said fine amount and already 

undergone approximately 6½ years of the sentence 

imposed by the trial Court. 

6.  Having regard to the period of incarceration 

already undergone by the petitioner, which is about half 

of the substantive sentence imposed by the trial Court 

and that he has no other criminal antecedents as fairly 

stated by the learned Assistant Public Prosecutor, and 

the fact that since 2017 the main appeal has been 

pending and is likely to be heard shortly, this Court is of 

the considered view that the petitioner can be enlarged 
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on bail pending disposal of the appeal, subject to 

conditions. The personal grounds pleaded by the 

petitioner, namely, the responsibility towards his wife, 

two children and aged parents, also constitute additional 

circumstances to be taken into consideration. 

7.  In the result, this petition is allowed and the 

petitioner/ appellant shall be enlarged on bail on 

execution of self-bond for Rs.50,000/- (Rupees fifty 

thousand only) with two sureties for the like sum each to 

the satisfaction of the learned I Additional District and 

Sessions Judge-Cum-Special Judge for NDPS Cases, 

Rajamahendravaram.   Further, the petitioner/ appellant 

shall not involve in any similar offences and shall not 

leave the country without obtaining prior permission from 

the learned trial Court and in the event of violation of any 

of these two conditions, the prosecution is at liberty to 

take appropriate steps in accordance with law. 

Crl. A. No.1178 of 2017 
 
 Post the matter on 16.10.2026. 

 

________                                                
                                                                          SUN, J 

SSA/ ASN 
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