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EE IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
- AT AMARAVATI [3521]
[=];3 (Special Original Jurisdiction)

TUESDAY, THE TWENTIETH DAY OF MAY
TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY FIVE
PRESENT
THE HONOURABLE DR JUSTICE Y. LAKSHMANA RAO

WRIT PETITION NO: 13779/2025

Between:

Modugu Prasad and other ...PETITIONER(S)
AND

The State of A.P. and other ...RESPONDENT(S)

Counsel for the Petitioner(S):
1.Papudippu Sashidar Reddy

Counsel for the Respondent(S):
1.G.P. for Home

The Court made the following:

ORDER:

This Writ Petition is moved by way of house motion and My Lord the

Hon’ble Chief Justice is pleased to allot the same to this Bench.

2. House motion proceedings are taken up at 10:00 A.M.

3. The Writ Petition has been filed declaring the inaction of the
respondents in providing adequate police protection to all the voters in the

elections for the post of chairperson, Tiruvuru Nagar Panchayat, NTR District
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as arbitrary, illegal and violative of the fundamental rights guaranteed to the
petitioners under the Constitution of India and consequently direct the
respondents to provide police protection to the members of Tiruvuru Nagar
Panchayat for participating in the elections to the post of Chairperson,
Tiruvuru Nagar Panchayat on 20.05.2025 at 11:00 A.M. To ensure free, fair

and transparent elections, the Writ Petition is filed.

4. The petitioner No.1 is the 15" Ward Counselor of Y.S.R. Congress
Party. The petitioner No.2 is 12" Ward Counselor from Y.S.R. Congress
Party. To fill vacancy for the post of Chairperson, Tiruvuru Nagar Panchayat,
respondent No.5/State Election Commission issued notification dated
12.05.2025, scheduling the elections on 19.05.2025 at 11:00 A.M. However,
the election was not taken place on 19.05.2025 and it is postponed to this day
i.e., 20.05.2025. The Tiruvuru Nagar Panchayat, comprises 20 segments. The
petitioners would contend that the 15t petitioner is one of the members elected
on behalf of Y.S.R. Congress Party which holds a clear majority in Tiruvuru
Nagar Panchayat. When the petitioners started proceeding to attend the
meeting for participating in the elections, on 19.05.2025, they were high-
handedly restricted by the followers of M.L.A. for gaining their political motive.

Therefore, the petitioners could not attend the elections.

5. It is further contended that a representation is addressed to the 5™
respondent/State Election Commission on 19.05.2025 informing the incidents

that had taken place in Tiruvuru Nagar Panchayat. The petitioners apprehend
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that they may not be permitted to participate in the election on 20.05.2025 and
the members of the ruling party are trying to abort them and resort to violent
acts to restrict the petitioners from participating in the elections, so, they need
police protection to ensure their safety and free and fair participation in the

elections.

6. Mr. P.Sashidar Reddy, learned counsel for the petitioners, reiterated the
apprehensions of the petitioners as mentioned in the affidavit of the Writ

Petition.

7. Learned Standing Counsel for respondent No.5 submits that the
representations of the petitioners were received and the State Election
Commissioner has forwarded their representation to the Director General of
Police marking a copy to the concerned including Commissioner of Police
Vijayawada for taking necessary action, vide letter N0.87/SEC-F2/2025-1
dated 19.05.2025 of the State Election Commissioner appending with the
representation given by one Sri Lella Appi Reddy, Member of Legislative
Assembly and the State Principal Secretary of Y.S.R. Congress Party

informing about their grievance to the State Election Commissioner.

8. Mr. P.Sashidar Reddy, learned counsel for the petitioners would
contend that another representation dated 20.05.2025, which is submitted
across the bench, is addressed to the State Election Commissioner by Sri

Lella Appi Reddy, Member of Legislative Assembly and the State Principal
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Secretary Y.S.R. Congress Party informing about the place where the
counselors of Y.S.R. Congress Party are taking shelter and seeking for police

protection.

9. Smt. AJayanthi, learned Government Pleader for Home submits that
the petitioners have not informed to the police about the place where they are
staying, and if the petitioners are residing in their house, the police would have

given protection to them.

10. On the other hand, learned counsel for the petitioners submits that the
police officials especially Mr. Prasad Rao, Deputy Superintendent of Police
and Mr. Giri Babu, Inspector of Police have taken away forcefully Smt.
K.Nirmala, 1%t Ward Counselor from Tiruvuru Municipal special meeting on

19.05.2025.

11. It is informed in the letter dated 20.05.2025 that Sri R.Manjula,
Counselor is temporarily in the house of one Sri N.Swami Das in Shanti

Nagar, Tiruvuru for security reasons.

12. This Court has directed the registry to forward the letter dated
20.05.2025 addressed to the State Election Commissioner by Sri Lella Appi
Reddy to the learned Government Pleader for Home to forward the same to
the police officer concerned and take necessary security measures to the
petitioners and other counselors for participating in the election process freely

and without fear and adjourn the case for half an hour to ascertain who is the
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responsible police officer for ensuring the protection to the petitioners and

others for freely casting their votes in the election process.

13. The learned counsel for the petitioners submits that there are total
eleven voters, including the present petitioners, who are willing to cast their

vote if proper protection is given to them.

14. Learned Government Pleader for Home submits now that Sri
Maheswara Raju, Deputy Commissioner of Police would oversee the free and
fair election process. She further submits that Sri Maheswara Raju, Deputy
Commissioner of Police would give necessary protection to the petitioners and

also nine other members who intend to cast their vote.

15. Therefore, the Commissioner of Police/respondent No.2 is directed to
cause necessary protection to the petitioners and nine other persons
belonging to Y.S.R. Congress Party to participate in the election process of

Tiruvuru Nagar Panchayat and submit a report to that effect by 29.05.2025.

16. List the matter on 29.05.2025.

Dr. Y. LAKSHMANA RAOQO, J

Dt: 20.05.2025
ASR



