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lN THE  HIGH  COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMA

(SPECIAL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)

WEDNESDAY, THE TWENTY THIRD  DAY OF JULY.

TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY FIVE

:PRESENT:

THE  HONOURABLE THE  CHIEF JUSTICE SRI  DHIRAJ  SINGH

THAKUR

AND

HONOURABLE  SRI JUSTICE  RAV[  CHEEMALAPAT!

WP(PIL)  NO:  35 OF 2025 along with WP  No. 4262 of 2025

NO:  35 OF  2025

j|;f1-i

Between.-

1.   Korukonda  Koteswarrao,  s/o  Raju  Naidu  aged  about  42  years  Occ

farmer F3/o  0-0  Mamidipalem  Village,  Anakapalli  district,  Anakapalll.

2.   Korukonda  Apparao,   S/o  China   Ramanaidu   aged   about  40  years

Occ       panchayati       ward       member       R/o       2-98       Mamidipalem

Village,Anakapalli  district,  Anakapalli.

3.   Pudi  Ramana,  S/o  Pudi  Ramana aged  about 34 years  Occ  Business

R/o  1-4  Mamidipalem Village,  Anakapalli  district,  Anakapal!l

4.   Gowri  Srlnivasa  F3ao,  S/o  Kotolu  aged  about  31   years  Occ  farmer

R/a  3~94  Mamidipalem  village,  Anakapa!li  district,  Anakapalli.

5    Pudi  Manikanta,  s/o  Ramana  aged  about  28  years  Occ  farmer  F3/o

1-33  Mamldipalem  village,  Anakapalli AnakapallL

6.   Uppaluri    Govinda,    S/a   Akkj    Naidu   aged    abolJt   32    yea,rs   Occ

Business         R/a         4-30         Mamidipalem         VI!lage,         Anakapaiii

district,Anakapal!i.  district.

7    Pudi Anil  Kumar,  S/o Srinivasa  Rae aged  about 27 years Occ farmer

R/o  1-51   Mamidipa!em  village,  Anakapalli  dI'StriCt,  AnakapallL
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i{-*Qhandaka  Laxmi,  w/o  Late  F{amu  aged  about  34  years  Occ  Vice

+   I      sarpanch  R/o  Mamidipaiem village,  Anakapa"i  district,  Anakapa"i.
9.   Uppuluri  Naga  Lakshmj,  w/o  uppu!uri  Govinda aged  about 27 years

occ   Farmer   R/a   4-36-1    Mam!dipaiem   viijage,   Anakapal!i   district,

Anakapalli.

...Petitioners

AND

1.   The  State  o-f Ancihra  Pradesh,  Ftep  By  Its  Chief  Secretary,  General

Administration     Department,     secretariate     Buildings     Velagapudi

Amaravati.

2.   The   State   Of  Andhra   Pradesh,    p`ep   by   its   principal   secretary,

Industries    And    Factories    Depa,iment,    secretariat    Buildings,    -
`vJelagapudi,  Amaravat!:.

3.   The      Member      secretary,      AP      Pollution      control      Board,O/o

Moga!arajupuram,  surya  Rao Pets,  ViJayaWada,  N T R Dis{.

4.   The      Joint     Chief     Envll-onmenta.I      Eng,-neer,      pollution      control

Board,Zonal    Office,    Madhavadhara,    VUDA    layout,    beside    RTO

OfficeJVishakhapatnam.

5.   The  Environmental  Engineer,  AP  Poj!ut,-on  Control  Board,  Regjona!

office,6th    FIoor,    Udyog    Bhavan    complex,    siripuram    Junction,

Visakhapatnam

6.   The  Deputy cJlli'ef !'nSPeCtru,r OT-Factories,  o,Jo  inspector of Factories,

Vl'sakhapatnam and  Dist.

7.   The  Dist Collector,  Anakapa.!l!-c!ist,  ,A.nakapa!!i

8.   The    Revenue    DivisI:anal    OffI-Cer,    AnakapaiI!-    D,-vlson,    AnakapailI'

district,  Anakapalli

9.   The Tahsildhar,  Anakapai!,I,Anakapal"  MandaL  Anakapa!ii  I  Dist

10.              The Superintendentofpo'ice,  Arlakapai!i  district.

ll.             The Station  House  officer,  A!lakapal"  ,  Anakapa!!i district
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12.              The     Dist     Medical     and     Health     officer,     Anakapalii     D1-St,

Anakapalli.

13.              The     Dist     Mines     and     Geology    officer,     Anakapalii     Dist.

Anakapal!i

14.              The  Superintending   Engineer,  APEPDCL,  An;kapalli  district,

Anakapa]li

15.             The   Mamidipalem   Gram   Panchayat,    Rep   by   its   Secretary

Mamidipa!em  village,Anakapalli  mandaI,  Anakapalli  D,'st,

16.             Sri  Maa  Reddy  Singareddy,  S/o  not  known  aged  about Major,

Proprietor  M/s  Anjani  Stone  Crusher  O/o  Survey  No  120  and  121,

Mamidipalem  village,  Anakapalli  mandal,  Anakapalli  DistJ  531032

...Respondents
Petition  under Article  226  of the  Constitution  of  India  I-s  filed  praying

that  in  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  affldavit  filed  therewith,   the  High

court  may  be  pleased  to  issue  a  writ,  order  or  direction  mo-re  particularly

one in the nature of writ of Mandamus {o declaring the action  on the part of

the  respondents  herein  not  shifting/closing  the  M/s  Anjani  Stone  Crushers

of   16th   respondent   situated   at   survey   no   120   and    121,    Mamidipalem

village,  Anakapalli  mandal,  Anakapalli  dist  in  the  light  of  the  provisions  of

AP  Environmental  Protection  act,1986  including  the  relevant  provis,Ions of

Air.  and   water   Acts   in   the   interest   of   public   health   an'd   protection   of

Environment  as  illegal,  arbitrary  and  contrary  to  the  other connected  laws

and   violative   of  article   14,   21   and  48A   of  the   constitutio'n   of  India   and

consequentially   to   ,direct   the   responc!ents   to   take   steps   to   stop`  the

activI'tieS  Of the  M/s Anjani  stones  crushers/16th   respondent  in  view of the

no-lice dt 20-12-2024 of the 4th respondent.

!ANO:1 OF 2025:



Petition  under  section   151   CPC  praying  that  in  the  circumstances

stated  jn  the  affidavit filed  in  support of the  wp(PIL),  the  High  Court  may

be  pleased  to  direct the  respondents to  take  steps to  stop  the activities  of

the M/s Anjani stones Crushers/16th  respondent in view of the notice d{ 20-

12-2024 of the 4th  respondent,  pending  disposal of WP(PIL)  No.35  of 2025]

on the file of the  High  Court.

The  petition  coming  on  for  hearing,  upon  perusI-ng  the  Writ  Petition

and  the  affidavit  filed  in  support  thereof  and  the  earlier  order  of the  High

Court  dated  19.02.2025  made  herein  and  upon  hearing  the  arguments  of

Sri  Bokka  Satyanarayana,  Advocate  for  the  Petitioners  and  sri  y.soma

Raju,  learned  standing  counsel  for the  Respondent  Nos.3,  4  &  5  and  GP

for  Mines  and   Geology  for  the   F2esponclent  No.13  and   Sri  Y.Koteswara

Rao,  Standing  Counsel for the Respondent No.15.

WRIT PET!"ON NO:  4262  OF 2025

Between :

1.   Mr.   Kotada  Apparao,   S/oAtchi   Babu,   aged   about  62   Years,   R/o.
(

Mamidipalli     VI-llage,     AnakapaIIiMandal,     Visakhapatnam     Distn-ct,

Andhra  Pradesh.

2.   Kotada   Samba   Murthy,   S/oAtchibabu,   aged  about  61   years,   R/o.

Mamidipalli     village,     AnakapalliMandal,     Visakhapatnam     District,

Andhra  Pradesh.

...Petitioners

AND

1.   The    State    of   Andhra    Pradesh,    P`epresented    by    its    pn'ncipal

secretary  (Industries  and  Mines  Department),  Secretariat  Build,-ngs

at Velagapudi,  Guntur District,  Anc!hra  Pradesh.

2.   The   Director,    Mines   and   Geology   Department,    lbrahimapatnam,

Vijayawaa'a,  NTF3  District,  Anclhra  Pradesh.
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3.   The   Andhra    Pradesh    Pollution    Control    Board,Mogha'rajapuram,

VI'jayaWad.a,    NTR   District,   Andhra   Pradesh,   Represented   by   its

Member Secretary.

4.   The   Andhra   Pradesh   Pollution   Control   Board,   F2egional   Office   at

UdyogBhavan     Complex,      siripuram      Junction,      Visakhapatnam,

Andhra  Pradesh.

5.   The  Joint   Chief  Environmental   Engineer,   Pollution   Control   Board,

Zonal    Office    at   Madhurawada,    HUDA    Layout,    Visakhapatnam,

Andhra  Pradesh.

6.   The  District Collector,AnakapalII-DistrI'Ct,  Andhra  Pradesh.

7.   The      TahsI'ldar,AnakapalliMandal,       Anakapalli       District,      Andhra

Pradesh.

8.   The  Mamidipalem  Gram  Panchayat,Mamidipalem  Village,  Anakapalli

District, Andhra  Pradesh,  Represented  by its village Secr6tary.-

9.   M/s.     Anjana     stone     crusher,      at     sy.      No.      120     and      121,

Mamidipalemvillage,        Anakapalli        District,       Andhra       Pradesh,

Represented  by its proprietor,  MareddySinga Reddy.

I   Respondents

petition  under Article  226  of the  Constitution  of India  praying  that  in

the circumstances stated in the affidavit filed therewith,  the IHigh Col,rf may

be  pleased  to  issue  a  writ  or  order  or  Direction  more  parfjcularly  one  jn

the  nature  of  writ  of  Mandamus  declaring  the  action  of  the  respondents

more Particularly respondents 2 to  5  herein  in  not taking  action against the

9th  responcI'ent  for  his  illegal  opera.tion  of the  stone  crusher w['thout  taking

any  Precautionary  as  per the,policy  of the  responalenJ[s  3,  4  and  5  herein

and  also  in   not  con~sia'erjng  the  re.presentations  of  the  petitioners  dated

21..02.2017,14.03.2017,  25.ll.2024  as  we"  as  the  representation  of  the

8th  respondent  Gralmpanchayat  dated  o2.12.2024  to  the  6th  respondent

along   with   othel-   respondents   for   closing   the   crushllng    unit   as   i!lega!



arbitrary  and  also  oppose  to  Article  14  and  21   of the  Constitution  of  India

as well  as  oppose to  all  cannons  of justice and  also  oppose  to  right to  life

guaranteed    by    the    constitution    of    India    consequentially    direct    the

respondents    to    take    stringent    action    against    the    9threspondent    by

considering    the    representations    of   the   petitioners   dated    21.02.2017,

14.03.2017,  25.ll.2024 as well  as the  representation  of the  8threspondent

Grampanchayat dated  o2.12.2024  to  the  6th  respondent for closing  of the

crushing  unit run  by the  9th respc,nc!en{ forthwith.

The   petition    coming    on   f'or   hearing,    upon    perusing    the

Petition   and   the  affidavit  filed   in   support  thereof  and   upon   hearing   the

arguments of Sri   N  NAGARAJA KAPOOR Advocate for the  Petitioner,  and

of Government pleader for Mines  and  Industries for respondent Nos  1  and

2,and   of  Government  pleac!er  for  Revenue,   for   F3espondent   Mos.6   and

7,and  ofSri  Y.SomaRaju,  Standing  counsel  for  pollution  control  Board  for

respondentzNos.3  to  5,and  ofSri  Y.KoteswaraRao,   Standing  Counsel  for

respondent No.8, the Court made the following

ORDER:
fcThe  issue  is  with  regard  to  pollution  caused  by  the  private

respondent No.16 I-n the PIL, who is rurlning a stone crusher.

it appears that a general order was  issued,  dated  25.06.2025,  {o

certain stone crushers who are operating  in the AnakapaIIi  DistrI-Ct by

virtue of which certairl deficiencies Were SOught tO be rectified.

A   similar   notice   came   to   be   issued   to   respondent   No.16

con{a!-ming the said  date  i.e.I 25.06.2025D

A.s to what remedial measures wei£e taken  by responderlt No.i6

PurSuamt to the  issuamce  of the  notice,  c!-ated  25.06.2025  and whether

the  deficiencies  were  rectifI-ed  Or  not  hatJe  not  beem  brourght  to  ourr

motice.
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A  statement  was-  made  by  Mr.  Y.  Somaraju,  learned  standing

counsel for Andhra  Pradesh  pollution  Control  Board  [A:P.P.C.B] who

stated that according to his instructions, respondent No.16 'had since

staIIed and ceased the operations a[toge{her.

However,   both   the   counsel   for   respondent   No.16   and   the

Petitioners  State  that  the  operations  of the  stone  crusher  ha-ve  not
`been  stalled   or  ceased  and   that  the  statement  made   by  learned

counsel for the pollution Control Board is not correct,

We  do  not  understand  as  to  on  what  basis  the  officers  of the

PollutI-On  Control  Department are  passing on  instructions which  have

no factual basI-S at all and the instructions are being given  off the cut-i

only with  a  view to  escape their  responsibility to  ensure .compliance

with   the  sta{u{ory   provisI-OnS   Which   envisage   and   enjo!-n   the  said

authorities  to  prevent  any  pollu€I-On  being  caused  by  such  polluting

units.

We  direct  the  Member secretary,  A.P.P.C.B,  to  file  an  affidavI-I

as to what further actI-On Was taken  by the authorities pursuant to the

issuance of the notI-Ce, dated 25.06.2025.

Another   issue   that   was   highlighted   during   the   course   of

arguments  was  that  although  a  general  d[-rection  was  I-SSued  by the

JIoint   chief   Environmental   Engineer   addressed   to   all   the   stone

crushers  operating  in  the  vicinity  and  to  be  precise  as  many  as  28

other units, whether or not the said  units to whom  general  c!irections

were issued have been comp!I-ed With Or not also neeC§S tO be :vJeiified.

!t was  also  suggested  that an  incfependent team  6f experts  be

constituted dwho  will  submit  an  inspection  report with  regard  to  the

deficiencies and the ?xtent of pollution, if any, which is caused by the

said ur!its  im Anakapam  District;



we  would  first  require  a  report from  the  Member  Secretary  of

A|P.P.C.B  based  upon  inspection  rLIPOrtS  COnduCted  With  regard  to

each of the 29  units functioning  in Amakapa[Ii  DI-Strict, details whereof

were  given  in  the  general  c!irections3  C!ated  25.06.2025,  to  see  as  to

whether the  said  units  compiI'ed  With  the  POIIution  control  norms  or

rlot and whether any consequen{iai action  is taken  or is envisaged to

be taken.

Merely  by  issuing  general  directions,  the  matter  may  not  be

solved anc! a comsequentia! .supervision  is warrar!teci.

Based upon the reports which would be placed before us on or

before  the  next date  of heari-ng  in  reLqard  tO  ail  the  29  units,  we  sha!!

consider constituting  a  team  of exper'£s  who  will  also  visit all  the  29

units  to  see  as  to  whether  the  reports  which  are  submitted  by  the

Pollution  Control  Board  are correct im  e\eJery  respect and  to  ascertain

the  actual  position  om  spot with  refeg'ence to  the  s{atu€ory guidelines

which such units are supposec! to foi!ow.

For  that  we   may  have  to   incorporate  ail   the  28   other  units

fur,ctiom-ng  im  Anakapa!li  District.  However,  we  shall  consI-der this  on

the next date of hearimg.

Let  inspection  reports  be  furm-shec:i  by  the  Member  Secretary,

A.P.P.a.B before this court on or before the next date of hearing.

List on  29.-1C.2025."

Sd/-SK MD RAF!
ASSISTANT REGISTRAR

IITRIJECOPYll_       a_______Sar/

For ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
BF.a,

1.   The Chief Secretary,  state ofAndhra  Pradesh,  General

Administration  Department,  secretariats  BuilcI!-ngs Velagapudl-



*j++-I,.+   .-i.,,  '41t1,.?

I     I

`        ITS            lJ

|^

Amaravati.  (by special  Messenger-along with'a copy of petition

and affidavit)

2.   The Principal Secretary,  State Of Andhra Pradesh,  Industries And

Factories Department,  secretariat Buildings,  -Velagapudi,

.    Amaravati.

3.   The Member Secretary,  AP Pollution Control  Board,O/o

Mogalarajupuram,  surya Rao Peta, Vijayawada,  N T R

Dist.(SPECIAL MESSENGER)  ..

4.   The Joint Chief Environmental  Engineer,  Pollution  Control

Board,Zonal Office,  Madhavadhara,  VUDA layout,  beside  RTO

Office,Vishakhapatnam.

5.   The  Environmental  Engineer,  AP  Pollution  Control  Boardl  Regjona!

office,  6th Floor,  Udyog  Bhavan  Complex,  Siripuram Jrinction,

Visakhapatnam

?.   The Deputy Chief Inspector of Factories,  O/a  Inspector Of-Factories,
Visakhapatnam and Djst.

7.   The  Dist Collector,  Anakapam  djst,  Anakapalli

8.   The Revenue  Divisional officer,  Anakapalli  Divison, Anakapallj

dis{ric{,  Anakapalli

9.   The. Tahsi!dhar,  Anakapalli,Anakapalli  Mandal,  Anakapalli  I  bist

10.              The Superintendent of police,  Anakapalli  district.

ll.              The Station  House  officer,  Anakapalli  ,  Anakapalli district

12.              The DI'St Medical and  Health  officer, Anakapam  Dist,

Anakapalii.

3.              The  Dist Mines and  Geology officer,  Anakapalii  Dist.

Anakapalii

14.              The Superintending  Engineer,  APEPDCL,  Anakapalij distn-ct,

AnakapaIIi



15.             The Secretary,  Mamidipalem Gram  Panchayat,  Mamidipalem

Village,Anakapalli  manda!,  Anakapa!ii  Dist,

16.             Sri  Maa  Reddy Singareddy,  M/s AnJ-ani Stone Crusher O/o

Survey No  120 and  121 i  Mamidipalem Village,  Anakapalli  mandal,

Anakapalli  Dist,  531032  (Addressee  Mos.2 to  16  by  RPAD-along

with  a copy of petition and  affidavit)

17. One CC to Sri.  Bokka Satyanarayana, Advocate [OPUC]

18.             Two cos to GP for General Administration,  High  Court of

Andhra  Pradesh.  [OUTji

19. Two CCs to GP for i_abour Department,  High Court of AP

[OUT]

20.              One CC {o Sri Y.Soma  Raju,  Standing  Counsel  [OPUC]

21.              TwoCCstoGPt-orRevenri'e,  High'CourfofAP[OUT]

22.             Two CCs to GP for Home,  High  Court ofAP [OUT]

23.             Two CCs to GP for Medical  & Health,  High  Court ofAP  [OUT]

24.             Two CCs to GP for Mines & Geology,  High Court ofAP [OUT]

25.              One CC to Sri V.V.Sa.fish,  Standing  Counjsei  [OPUC]

26.             One CC to Sri Y.Koteswara  Rag,  Standing Counsel [OPUC]

27.             Two spare copies



HIGH  COURT

DATED..23/07/2025

List ON  29.iO.2025

WP(PIL)  NO:  35 OF 2025 along with wp No. 4262 of 2025

DIREC"ON


