IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI—
(SPECIAL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)

THURSDAY , THE TWELFTH DAY OF FEBRUARY . /4
TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY SIX /:
:PRESENT: |
3

THE HONOURABLE SRI JUSTICE D RAMESH
WRIT PETITION NO: 4123 OF 2026
Between: :

Veerabhadra Sekhar Babu, S/o. late V. Arumugam, aged about 55 years,
Grade - | Hostel Welfare Officer, Government Social Welfare Boys Hostel,
Bhakrapeta, Tirupati District, R/0.D.No. 6-176/A, Weavers Colony, VTC
Pudipatia, Chittoor District.

...Petitioner

AND

1. The State»Of Andhra Pradesh, Rep. by its Secretary, Social Welfare
- -Department, Secretariat Buildings, Velagapudi,-Amaravathi.522237 .-

2. The Director of Social Welfare, T.G. Plaza Building, Tadepalli, Guntur
District.522501.

3. The District Collector, Chittoor, Chittoor District.517001.

4. The District Scheduled Casts Welfare and Empowerment, Officer,
Chittoor, Chittoor District.517001.

...Respondents

Petition under Article 226 of the Constitution of India praying that in the
circumstances stated in the affidavit filed therewith, the High Court may be
pleased to issue an appropriate Writ, Order or Direction, more particularly one
in the nature of Writ of Mandamus, declaring the action of the 3™ respondent
in issuing the Proceedings Roc.No.B1/77/2023 dated 04.02.2026 recovery of
Rs.15,34,016/- for study period from 24.02.2022 to 11.10.2023 after more




then two years as illegal, improper, unjust, arbitrary, contrary to law and
violative of Articles 14 and 21 of Constitution of India and consequently direct
the respondents to stay the proceedings issued by the 3™ respondent dated
04.02.2026.

IA NO: 1 OF 2026

Petition under Section 151 CPC praying that in the circumstances
stated in the affidavit filed in support of the petition, the High Court may be
pleased to stay the Proceedings Roc.No.B1/77/2023 dated 04.02.2026 issued
by the 3™ respondent pending disposal of WP 4123 of 2026, on the file of the
High Court.

The petition coming on for hearing, upon perusing the Petition and the
affidavit filed in support thereof and upon hearing the arguments of Sri.
Mahadeva Kanthrigala Advocate for the Petitioner, GP for Social Welfare for
Respondent Nos. 1 to 4 and the Court made the following.

ORDER:
Heard the learned counsel for the petitioner.

~ The writ petition is filed seeking a declaration that the action of the
3 respondent in issuing the proceedings Roc. No. B1/77/2023 dated
04.02.2026, directing recovery of an amount of Rs. 15,34,016/- towards
the study period from 24.02.2022 to 11.10.2023, after a lapse of more

than two years, is illegal and arbitrary.

Initially, the petitioner was appointed on compassionate grounds,
and subsequently he was promoted as Hostel Welfare Officer Worker
vide proceedings dated 05.11.2018. Thereafter, when the respondents
insisted upon possession of B.Ed qualification, the petitioner submitted
an application seeking permission to pursue higher education. The said

request was duly considered and permitted by the District Collector vide



proceedings dated 21.03.2022. Pursuant thereto, the petitioner pursued
the B.Ed course during the period from 24.02.2022 to 11.10.2023.
Subsequently, when the respondents passed a reversion order on the
ground that the petitioner did not possess the requisite qualification at
the time of promotion, the said action was assailed in W.P.N0.21270 of
2025, and this Court, after considering the matter, passed an interim
order dated 13.08.2025 suspending the operation of the impugned order
dated 14.07.2025. Thereafter, the respondents issued the present
impugned proceedings dated 04.02.2026, directing the petitioner to remit
an amount of Rs. 15,34,016/-, on the ground that the permission granted
to the petitioner was allegedly contrary to G.0.Ms.No.342 dated
- 30.08.1977, contending that under the said G.0., exemption is available
only to first-generation employees, and since the petitioner was
appointed on compassionate grounds, he is not entitled to the benefit
under G.0.Ms. No.342, and therefore is liable to remit the said amount.

_ . _The learned counsel for the petitioner submits that an identical . = . .

issue was considered by this Court in W.P.N0.22638 of 2025, dated
30.08.2025, wherein also benefit under G.O.Ms. No.342 was initially
granted and later recovery proceedings were initiated on the ground that
such grant was contrary to the said G.O. In the said case, this Court,
after considering the matter, passed an interim direction restraining the
respondent authorities from effecting recovery of the amount from the

petitioner therein.

Considering the aforesaid submissions and upon perusal of the
permission order dated 21.03.2022 and the impugned proceedings, it is
evident that the petitioner had made a formal application for permission
to pursue higher studies, the same was duly considered and permitted
by the competent authority, and it is not in dispute that the petitioner
pursued higher education during the period from 24.02.2022 to
11.10.2023.



In view of the above ‘circumstances, once the petitioner was
permitted by the competent aut‘hority and has already pursued higher
education, the question as to whether he is eligible for the benefit under
G.O.Ms. No. 342 or not is not material at this stage. Accordingly, the
impugned proceedings dated 04.02.2026 issued by the 3™ respondent
are hereby suspended.

For filing counter, post the matter after four (04) weeks.
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To,

1. The Secretary, State Of Andhra Pradesh, Social Welfare Department,

~

Secretariat Buildings, Velagapudi, Amaravathi.522237. (by spl.

messenger)

2. The Director of Social Welfare, T.G. Plaza Building, Tadepalli, Guntur
District.522501.

3. The District Collector, Chittoor, Chittoor District.517001.

4. The District Scheduled Casts Welfare and Empowerment, Officer,
Chittoor, Chittoor District.517001. (2 to 4 by RPAD)

5. One CC to Sri. Mahadeva Kanthrigala Advocate [OPUC]

6. Two CCs to GP for Social Welfare, High Court Of Andhra Pradesh.
[OUT]

7. One spare copy



HIGH COURT

DR,J

DATED:12/02/2026

FOR FILING COUNTER, POST THE MATTER AFTER FOUR (04) WEEKS.

ORDER

WP.No.4123 of 2026
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