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6. - . A negligent act is an act done without doing

something which a reasonable man guided upon those considerations which ordinarily regulate
the conduct of human affairs would do or act which a prudent or reasonable man would not
do in the circumstances attending it. A rash act is a negligent act done precipitately.
Negligence is the genus, of which rashness is the species. It has sometimes been observed
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that in rashness the action is done precipitately that the mischievous or illegal consequences
may fall, but with a hope that they will not. Lord Atkin in Andrews v. Director of Public
Prosecutions (1937) AC 576 at p.583 : 2 All ER 552) observed as under:

"Simple lack of care such as will constitute civil liability is not enough. For
purposes of the criminal law there are degrees of negligence; and a very high degree of
negligence is required to be proved before the felony is established. Probably of all the
epithets that can be applied ’‘recklessness’ most nearly covers the case. It is difficult to
visualize a case of death, caused by reckless driving in the connotation of that term in
ordinary speech which would not justify a conviction for manslaughter; but it is probably not
all embracing, for 'recklessness’ suggests an indifference to risk whereas the accused may
have appreciated the risk and intended to avoid it, and yet shown in the means adopted to
avoid the risk such a high degree of negligence as would justify a conviction."
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