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In case of Rafig And Another v. Munshilal and
Another® the supreme court held that the obligation Of
the Party is to select his advocate, brief him, pay the
fees and trust the learned advocate to do the rest of
the things. It is thus a Duty of lawyer to attend the
proceeding. The supreme court held us under:—

"the disturbing feature of the case is that under
our present adversary legal system where the parties
generally appear through their advocate, the obligation
of the parties is to select his advocate, brief him, pay
the fees demanded by him and then trust the the
learned advocate to do the rest of the things. The party
may be a villager or may belong to a rural area and
may have no knowledge of the court’s procedure. After
engaging a lawyer, the party may remain supremely
confident that the lawyer will look after his interest. At
the time of the hearing of the appeal, the personal
appearance of the party is not only not required but
hardly useful. Therefore, the party having done
everything In his power to effectively participated in the
proceedings can rest assured that he has neither to go
to the high court to inquire as to what is happening in
the high court with regard to his appeal nor is he to act
as a watchdog of the advocate that the latter appears
in the matter when it is listed. It is no part of his job."
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