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Criminal Appeal No. 730 of 2020 (Arising out of SLP (Crl.) No. 9503 of
2018) Decided On: 04.11.2020 Rajnesh Vs. Neha and Ors.

56. It is well settled that a wife can make a claim for maintenance
under different statutes. For instance, there is no bar to seek
maintenance both under the D.V. Act and Section 125 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, or under H.M.A. It would, however, be inequitable
to direct the husband to pay maintenance under each of the proceedings,
independent of the relief granted in a previous proceeding. If
maintenance is awarded to the wife in a previously instituted
proceeding, she is under a legal obligation to disclose the same in a
subsequent proceeding for maintenance, which may be filed under
another enactment. While deciding the quantum of maintenance in the
subsequent proceeding, the civil court/family court shall take into
account the maintenance awarded in any previously instituted

proceeding, and determine the maintenance payable to the claimant.
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