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19-  The burden of proof is defined under Section 101 of the Indian Evidence
Act:- “Anyone who wants a court to rule on a legal right or liabilty based on
facts he claims must first show that such facts exist. The second Part of the Sec-
tion specifies that when a person is required to show the existence of a fact, that
person shall also bear the burden of proof. As a result, a person seeking a
favourable decision from the court must provide evidence in support of his case,
according to the provision. The usual rule is that the party that asserts a truth
bears the burden of proof, not the side that denies it.

20-  In criminal trials, the prosecution bears the duty of establishing the ac-
cused's guilt, and they must do it beyond a reasonable doubt. The plaintiff has
the burden of proving his case by a majority of the evidence in civil cases. But If
the prosecution fails to prove the accused's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, the
accused is entitled to an acquittal.
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-: The onus and duty to prove the case against the accused was upon the prosecu-
tion and the prosecution must establish the charge beyond reasonable doubt. It is
also a cardinal principle of criminal jurisprudence that if there is a reasonable
doubt with regard to the guilt of the accused then he is enti-tled to benefit of
doubt resulting in acquittal of the accused.
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