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E. Recently, the High Court of Karnataka in Ashok vs. Fayaz Aahmad, 2025
SCC OnLine Kar 490 has taken the view that since NI Act is a special enactment,
there is no need for the Magistrate to issue summons to the accused before taking
cognizance (under Section 223 of BNSS) of complaints filed under Section 138 of
NI Act. This Court is in agreement with the view taken by the High Court of
Karnataka. Consequently, this Court directs that there shall be no requirement to

issue summons to the accused in terms of Section 223 of BNSS i.e., at the pre-
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