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At the outset we would like to observe that there cannot be any
doubt in the proposition that Section 134 of Evidence Act does not require any
particular number of witnesses to prove any fact. Plurality of witnesses in a
criminal trial is not the legislative intent, it is not the quantity but quality which
matters. Therefore, if the testimony of a witness is found reliable on the touch
stone of credibility, accused can be convicted on the basis of testimony of even

single witness.

AMAAT STadd ST g1 fafY &Ja¥ell Vadivelu Thevar
Vs. State of Madras; AIR 1957 SC 614 ¥ Ig 31quiRd fhar g & —

"On a consideration of the relevant authorities and the provisions
of the Indian Evidence Act, the following propositions may be safely stated as

firmly established :

(1) As a general rule, a court can and may act on the
testimony of a single witness though uncorroborated. One credible
witness outweighs the testimony of a number of other witnesses of

indifferent character.

(2) Unless corroboration is insisted upon by statute, courts
should not insist on corroboration except in cases where the nature
of the testimony of the single witness itself requires as a rule of
prudence, that corroboration should be insisted upon, for example in
the case of a child witness, or of a witness whose evidence is that of

an accomplice or of an analogous character.
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(3) Whether corroboration of the testimony of a single
witness is or is not necessary, must depend upon facts and
circumstances of each case and no general rule can be laid down in
a matter like this and much depends upon the judicial discretion of

the Judge before whom the case comes.

"The contention that in a murder case, the Court should insist

upon plurality of witnesses, is much too broadly stated."

"The Indian Legislature has not insisted on laying down any such
exceptions to the general Rule recognized in Section 134 quoted above. The
Section enshrines the well recognized maxim that "Evidence has to be weighed
and not counted." Our Legislature has given statutory recognition to the fact that
administration of justice may be hampered if a particular number of witnesses

were to be insisted upon.

"It is not seldom that a crime has been committed in the presence
of only one witness, leaving aside those cases which are not of uncommon
occurrence, where determination of guilt depends entirely on circumstantial
evidence. If the Legislature were to insist upon plurality of witnesses, cases
where the testimony of a single witness only could be available in proof of the
crime, would go unpunished. It is here that the discretion of the presiding judge
comes into play. The matter thus must depend upon the circumstance of each
case and the quality of the evidence of the single witness whose testimony has to
be either accepted or rejected. If such a testimony is found by the court to be
entirely reliable, there is no legal impediment to the conviction of the accused
person on such proof. Even as the guilt of an accused person may be proved by
the testimony of a single witness, the innocence of an accused person may be
established on the testimony of a single witness, even though a considerable
number of witnesses may be forthcoming to testify to the truth of the case for the

prosecution."

"Generally speaking oral testimony in this context may be
classified into three categories, namely (1) wholly reliable (2) wholly unreliable
(3) neither wholly reliable nor wholly unreliable. In the first category of proof,
the Court should have no difficulty in coming to its conclusion either way- it
may convict or may acquit on the testimony of a single witness, if it is found to
be above reproach or suspicion of interestedness, incompetence or subornation.
In the second category, the Court equally has no difficulty in coming to its
conclusion. It is in the third category of cases, that the Court has to be

circumspect and has to look for corroboration in material particulars by reliable
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testimony, direct or circumstantial. There is another danger in insisting on
plurality of witnesses. Irrespective of the quality of the oral evidence of a single
witness, if courts were to insist on plurality of witnesses in proof of any fact,
they will be indirectly encouraging subornation of witnesses. Situations may
arise and do arise where only a single person is available to give evidence in
support of a disputed fact. The Court naturally has to weigh carefully such a
testimony and if it is satisfied that the evidence is reliable and free from all taints
which tend to render oral testimony open to suspicion, it becomes its duty to act
upon such testimony."(Emphasis Ours) Vadivelu Thevar case (supra) was
referred to with approval in Jagdish Prasad Vs. State of M.P. (AIR 1994 SC
1251). It was held that as a general rule the court can and may act on the
testimony of a single witness provided he is wholly reliable. There is no legal
impediment in convicting a person on the sole testimony of a single witness.
That is the logic of Section 134 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (in short 'the
Evidence Act’). But, if there are doubts and suspicions about the testimony of
such a witness the courts will insist on corroboration. It is for the court to act
upon the testimony of witnesses.Therefore, it is not the number and the quantity,
rather the quality which is material. The time-honoured principle is that evidence
has to be weighed and not counted. On this principle stands the edifice of
Section 134 of the Evidence Act. The test is whether the evidence has a ring of

truth around it, is cogent, credible and trustworthy, or otherwise.

20. ?Rﬂ yhR fafer aver Lallu Manjhi Vs. State of Jharkhand,
AIR 2003 SC 854 ¥ A Swadq =IMTeld « 309 9o & UR1—10
f[??l_s'?ﬂaali(‘l By %ﬁ?:—

"The Law of Evidence does not require any particular number of
witnesses to be examined in proof of a given fact. However, faced with the
testimony of a single witness, the Court may classify the oral testimony into
three categories, namely (i) wholly reliable, (ii) wholly unreliable, and (iii)
neither wholly reliable nor wholly unreliable. In the first two categories there
may be no difficulty in accepting or discarding the testimony of the single
witness. The difficulty arises in the third category of cases. The Court has to be
circumspect and has to look for corroboration in material particulars by reliable
testimony, direct or circumstantial, before acting upon testimony of a single

witness."

21. 39 UPR SWRIFd A gavensni § yiRd fafde fiad o7
Sftetd Y@d 8U YR Wied ffgq @ gRI—134 & F=iid [l
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3TORTY BT ATfad B9 & forg wnferat @7 e navad e ¥ | $9 YR
H ARG @ TR F A U a2d bl Al ioseo—2 & WU H
OIETT BRI B, UR=] S ARl & A H FUR b W gRerEt § uaiw
fRIEmY @ fadwfcar url T fS9eT gfted wad g el b1 Ydhd
I faeaa= 81 F81 grar AT | v Rfd # SwRiad fadeq & muR
TR IS BT Sad dh BIg AT 8T T 2 |

22, SWIFT ¥ W g (& AMIISH B AR 4 gcd & qw ¥
WIS B T qeI @ e BT eI T ddd R 2, s1fug
AT HAFSH & W el & TAT YA Bl YA a1 Rare T
gferd ®H1 gRT fdaa ¥ g6 Rl T 8, O SR S0 A Bl
faeqa-irar ey | sfvgad & fage sffdaer g™ d@ uwgd febar
T b AT A0 WIRS B el Wd ¥ RGaR 781 fbar i,
UG gford gRT gfef @1 SIRT 9 &R & BRI Uhedh? UKd Jhad H
Holl Bl faar a1 2| SIfgad & U | R W UBR @ 99 @ Bl
RIS 81 3 2| S9 39 qHeH A 3T HErT T © | AR §RT
AMMGFT A0 WIS & UTTId gcAl H Aiowd 89 & 9= H Big
freqaar wned w=Taet W U T&T fhar w2

39 UPR IAAST BT a¥% I TRIferd i & g9 9
Ifgad & fawg oM T IR favawsig wefid T &1 <&r 2 O
Rerfel # qemg vel &1 qMcd T8l & b g8 AU+l FhIg U &Y | 59 I
B AR AT §RT GAlel g, Ve 3 §9H T 3% AIR 2014 &
S.C. (GWW @Ic) 223 FIRGTS H 3faUIRa fHar & fdh—

When the prosecution is not able to prove its case beyond
reasonable doubt it cannot take advantage of the fact that the accused have not
been able to probablise their defence. It is well settled that the prosecution must
stand or fall on its own feet. It cannot draw support from the weakness of the

case of the accused, if it has not proved its case beyond reasonable doubt.
AR AT §RT GRT 9 YdTee 99 TH.378.31%. gford
TO3MS03TR0 2016. YOI 4581 # raunRa fhar or & ddg daify
fipes 7 W "1 RIg 89 & R & & |dhal g AMEE
T R We §9M A g 3T ToAF0MRo 2011 THoHI0 1017
v e Rig 99M e 3ifp gHodlo 2011(73) Tovfiowfo 343 THow0 +
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JaeRd fhar Tar & & Iz = aar ff T3 81, 98 g 89 &
I 8l o T |

23, g U& Bl AR W fdgr SffEae B AR W qh Gwdd
fpar T € b Afgad Ao AIRe & & g axEedl Al sgaR T8l
BT g T | ARG UeT gRT IRMGYET Al <RI & GHeT U el
BT T | ARG & UL "l H iAW B N IHd MREGART &
fog R el dlose—2 & Aed &1 ulRelied faam | el dloswo—2
fearepR 48 gRT U Wiey H (g ol darRl o+ & gd Yford a1 &
JAUAT AT T o TR Bl | $H Weg H Ba axmedl vg ReAr)
yeel B—3 d URIAT | W BT & & uee -3 A Yo T gRI
3O ST TRl fordl ST &1 BIg Joold T8l 8, WT Udbe deal 8l &
IgFd B PRBARN d qd gfo™d &1 g1 g 309 § Th IR DI
ST Terell ot T &1, St {5 b 3rrsimusd ufedr €| S 9 W g fd
TRId AW W gad &I ARGARI ¥ Yd i T §RT U9 H Udh
AR B ST Tl Wby I8 Adfic T8l &1 T fd gfers ot & ydsd
AR & UM Py aifod avg el § | o A ufdar & e
YIgET Bl JAUTAT Yhe HRAl © AT JWgdT H §g PIAd aRETEIT Bl
Uf ®Y W FRERUg 997 odl |

24, AT B AR I UK (B T e & AR TR B
g SWIG fdee § Sfd g & A gel Wd R a4l haAr U4
SHd AN gford Bl @1 SuRefa wE @ uRfY 6 g gferw
T gRT AMYF Bl 3IREAT 06 37Ga <2l 99 R [HAT ST Hag Bl
Ry & 2| ifgaa Ao R& @1 ger # <dferaar w<eyef u 78 ¥
WA el B IME H IR HUME A<Equl Ul T 8| ST

A Seaaq RIS U4 AR Sed <I1aTed, SABEE gRI &l T
fafer eraerail & UHy H uAdell W SIRIS SIAATSTT e b AR TR
RIS deT JF—Jad Fws § W AMed IR H \hd &l 7 b
& 30.07.2011 B THY 20:30 Iol WY, g8 W AR fARTST o7
TS AT TIRIST & 3T ffgad |0 AIR® B SIAREAT | 06
e <ol 99 TRMg fham 1T 81| SWiad f[Adad & R IR IRl
9 Ty IR ugaar & & SIS uet 31ue gRT URd H1ed | NG
Hl0 AIR® HFAR & fIvg R T ARMT JA<TId IRT—4 /5 [BIcHh
uarel ST Bl Tl gfdagad dael W W g PR A AABel 8l B
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AT AAYFT IR IRMUT 7 HAE BT M YT PR QYA [ ST AT

=
SRR

1. JAfgar HIo HIRD BT A URIETOT AT 1134 /2014 DHaH!
JURT  WRAT 314 /2011 AT AdIES], el TITRIS / SATSEG
=TT ORI 4/5 fa¥plced uarRl AT & IRIT A aAIv—dad [Har
AT 7 |

2. famRer & AR I Hlo WIR® SHMT WR 8T ©, SHd
ST JT §79a FRET fhT O @ d9T STHHaeR! &l S9d g1l
I IR fhar Sem 2 |

3. SOYOWHO DI &RT 437 & YIAETHl & uTer H A Bl
H0 20,000/ —, ®W (¥ TR ®YR) BT U qAT SHI RN B Uh
gfer 59 ol ¥ uwsE QT &1 ol & arar e § WA B B

foro g o <irar 2
( 3rgRrET gUeR )
IR T =
BT I, 2, YIRS
J.0. Code No. UP 6343
fadid 21.07.2026

1 g vl W gR1 R ua fRAifdbd gla) o

=T | Igivd far 13|

( 3rgR™E Yo )
AR TH =
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