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We make it abundantly clear that if a witness is present in court he must
be examined on that day. The court must know that most of the
witnesses could attend the court only at heavy cost to them, after



keeping aside their own avocation. Certainly they incur suffering and
loss of income. The meagre amount of Bhatta (allowance) which a
witness may be paid by the court is generally a poor solace for the
financial loss incurred by him. It is a sad plight in the trial courts that
witnesses who are called through summons or other processes stand at
the doorstep from morning till evening only to be told at the end of the
day that the case is adjourned to another day. This primitive practice
must be reformed by presiding officers of the trial courts and it can be
reformed by every one provided the presiding officer concerned has a
commitment to duty. No sadistic pleasure in seeing how other persons
summoned by him as witnesses are stranded on account of the
dimension of his judicial powers can be a persuading factor for
granting such adjournments lavishly, that too in a casual manner.
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