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1. Vahula Bhushan Alias Vahuna Krishnan V. State of Tamil Nadu reported in

AIR 1989 SC 236 wherein it was held as follows:

“ The testimony of a single witness if it is straightforward, cogent and if believed is
sufficient to prove the prosecution case, the conviction can be made on the testimony of

such a single witness.”

2. In Birbal Nath V. State of Rajasthan and others reported in 2024(1)

MWN(Cr.) 266 (SC) Page 266, wherein it was held as follows:

“Some discrepancies invariably occur in such cases when we take into account the

fact that this Witness is a woman, who resides in a village and is the wife of a Farmer, who
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tills his land and raises crops by his own hands. In otherwords, they are not big farmers.
The rural setting, the degree of articulation of such a Witness in a Court of Law are relevant
considerations while evaluating the credibility of such a Witness. Moreover, the lengthy
cross-examination of a Witness may invariably result in contradictions. But these
contradictions are not always sufficient to discredit a Witness. In Rammi V. State of

M.P, 1999(8) SCC 649, this Court had held as under:

24. When an Eyewitness is examined at length it is quite possible for him to make
some discrepancies. No true Witness can possibly escape from making some discrepant
details.”

3. In Prabhu Dayal vs The State Of Rajasthan on 4 July, 2018 reported in AIR 2018

SUPREME COURT 3199 the Hon’ble Apex Court has held as follows:-

It is a common phenomenon that the witnesses are rustic and can develop a tendency
to exaggerate. This, however, does not mean that the entire testimony of such witnesses is
falsehood. Minor contradictions in the testimony of the witnesses are not fatal to the case of
the prosecution. This Court, in State of U.P. v. M.K. Anthony, (1985) 1 SCC 505, held that
inconsistencies and discrepancies alone do not merit the rejection of the evidence as a

whole. It stated as follows:

10.  While appreciating the evidence of a witness, the approach must be whether
the evidence of the witness read as a whole appears to have a ring of truth. Once that
impression is formed, it is undoubtedly necessary for the court to scrutinise the evidence
more particularly keeping in view the deficiencies, drawbacks and infirmities pointed out in

the evidence as a whole and evaluate them to find out whether it is against the general tenor
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of the evidence given by the witness and whether the earlier evaluation of the evidence is
shaken as to render it unworthy of belief. Minor discrepancies on trivial matters not
touching the core of the case, hyper-technical approach by taking sentences torn out of
context here or there from the evidence, attaching importance to some technical error
committed by the investigating officer not going to the root of the matter would not
ordinarily permit rejection of the evidence as a whole. If the court before whom the witness
gives evidence had the opportunity to form the opinion about the general tenor of evidence
given by the witness, the appellate court which had not this benefit will have to attach due
weight to the appreciation of evidence by the trial court and unless there are reasons weighty
and formidable it would not be proper to reject the evidence on the ground of minor

variations or infirmities in the matter of trivial details.

15. To the same effect is the decision in State of Punjab v. Jagir Singh [(1974) 3
SCC 277 : 1973 SCC (Cri) 886 : AIR 1973 SC 2407] and Lehna v. State of Haryana [(2002)

3 SCC 76 : 2002 SCC (Cr1) 526] .

Stress was laid by the accused-appellants on the non-acceptance of evidence tendered
by some witnesses to contend about desirability to throw out the entire prosecution case. In
essence prayer is to apply the principle of “falsus in uno, falsus in omnibus” (false in one
thing, false in everything). This plea is clearly untenable. Even if a major portion of the
evidence is found to be deficient, in case residue is sufficient to prove guilt of an accused,
notwithstanding acquittal of a number of other co-accused persons, his conviction can be
maintained. It is the duty of the court to separate the grain from the chaff. Where chaff can

be separated from the grain, it would be open to the court to convict an accused
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notwithstanding the fact that evidence has been found to be deficient to prove guilt of other
accused persons. Falsity of a particular material witness or material particular would not
ruin it from the beginning to end. The maxim “falsus in uno, falsus in omnibus” has no
application in India and the witnesses cannot be branded as liars. The maxim “falsus in uno,
falsus in omnibus” has not received general acceptance nor has this maxim come to occupy
the status of rule of law. It is merely a rule of caution. All that it amounts to, is that in such

cases testimony may be disregarded, and not that it must be disregarded.”
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Siineotls gleTers.

In Muthukumar Vs. The State rep by The Inspector of Police, Parthibanoor Police
Station, Ramanathapuram District in Crl. A. (MD)No.123 of 2024 on 25.03.2026, the

Hon’ble Division Bench of Madurai Bench of Madras has held as follows:-

31. The evidence of PW1 and PW2 is sought to be discredited by relying upon the
evidence of PW8 — Doctor, who recorded the entries in the accident register Ex.P9. The
Doctor, while deposing and while making the entries, has stated that the deceased was in a
position to talk and she stated that her husband (accused herein) was the one, who attacked

her with knife.

While making this statement, she seems to have told that she was working in the
house and at that time, she was attacked. Considering the serious condition of the deceased
and considering the fact that a Doctor will only focus on giving treatment to the person, who
1s in a critical condition, every other entry made in the Accident Register cannot be taken to

be a gospel  truth and it cannot be pitted against the unassailable eyewitness account to
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disbelieve the same. In fact, the evidence of PW8 and the Accident Register only helps the
prosecution to substantiate the fact that it was the accused person who attacked the
deceased, which resulted to be fatal and where and what time it took place will all be
irrelevant, insofar the reliance placed on the accident register is concerned. By no stretch,
the entries made in an accident register and which is spoken to by a Doctor can be used to

completely discredit an eyewitness account, which is otherwise unassailable.
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