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families. A short-lived cohabitation, early pregnancy, geographical separation on

account of employment and the imprint of parental influence appear to have shaped
the present dispute more than any entrenched incompatibility between the spouses
themselves.

The law of divorce under the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, while
recognizing mental cruelty as a ground, demands convincing material that living
together has become harmful or injurious for one spouse. Mere friction,
misunderstandings or isolated incidents in the early months of marriage, particularly
when many of them remain unproved or are mutually attributable, do not suffice to
dissolve the marital bond. Where, as in the present case, one spouse continues to
assert a genuine willingness to resume marital life and the other fails to establish
legal grounds for dissolution, the Court is, by statute as as well as by principle,
called upon to uphold the sanctity of marriage rather than to endorse its severance.

It is earnestly hoped that, keeping in view the welfare of their minor
child and the spirit underlying the decree for restitution of conjugal rights, the parties
will reflect calmly, set aside their mutual bitterness and make a sincere endeavor to
rebuild their relationship within the framework of mutual respect and
understanding”.
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