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"We may add a word of caution. The power under section 151 or Order 18 Rule 17 of
the Code is not intended to be used routinely, merely for the asking. If so use, it will defeat
the very purpose of various amendments to the Code to expedite trials. But where the
application is found to be bonafide and where the additional evidence, oral or
documentary, will assist the court to clarify the evidence on the issues and will assist in
rendering justice, and the court is satisfied that non-production earlier was for valid and
sufficient reasons, the court may exercise its discretion to recall the witnesses or permit
the fresh evidence. But if it does so, it should ensure that the process does not become a
protracting tactic. The Court should firstly award appropriate costs to the other party to

compensate for the delay."
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