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4.1.... Therefore, the liability to pay the
compensation would arise from the date on which the
deceased died for which he 1s entitled to the
compensation and therefore, the 1liability to pay the
interest on the amount of arrears/compensation shall be
from the date of accident and not from the date of the
order passed by the Commissioner. As per Section 4A(3)
(b), if the Commissioner is satisfied that there is no
justification for the delay, it can direct the
employer, 1in addition to the amount of the arrears and
interest thereon, to pay a further sum not exceeding

50% of such amount by way of penalty. Thus, provision
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for interest and provision for penalty are different.
As observed hereinabove, the provision for levy of
interest would be under Section 4A(3) (a) and the
provision for levy of penalty would be under Section
4A (3) (b). While directing the employer to pay the
interest from the date of the order passed by the
Commissioner, the High Court has not at all considered
Section 4A(3) (a) and has considered Section 4A(3) (b)

only, which is the penalty provision.

(6.) In view of the above and for the reasons stated
above, the present appeal succeeds. The impugned
judgment and order passed by the High Court insofar as
awarding the interest @ 12% p.a. after the period of
expiry of one month from 25.01.2017, is hereby quashed
and set aside and it is observed and held that the
appellants herein original claimants shall be entitled
to the interest @ 12%  p.a. on the amount of
compensation as awarded by the Commissioner from the

date of the incident i.e., 29.11.20009.
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