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15. Looking at the other part of the impugned order, namely, the order

to hold an inquiry under Section 202 of the Code, it is obvious that it
also must be held to be interlocutory in nature. The purpose of an
inquiry or investigation under Section 202 of the Code is to enable the
Magistrate to decide for himself whether there are sufficient grounds
for proceeding against the accused. It is well known that when the
Magistrate has some doubts left in his mind regarding the truth of the
accusations and he does not want to proceed against the accused
immediately, he postpones the Issue of process and inquires into the
case himself or orders investigation. In other words, in such
circumstances the Magistrate does not take any final decision and he
wants to ascertain more facts and the truth of the facts stated in order
to come to the conclusion as to whether or not there is sufficient ground
for proceeding against the accused. The Magistrate thus waits until the
inquiry is completed and it is only then that he decides whether to
dismiss the complaint under Section 203 or issue process against the

accused under Section 204 of the Code. The inquiry under Section 202
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is thus a step leading to the determination of the question as to whether
the complaint should be dismissed or the accused should be proceeded
against. The order for holding an inquiry under, Section 202 of the
Code can thus by no stretch of imagination be held to be an order
affecting the rights of the parties. It must, therefore, undoubtedly be an

interlocutory order.
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