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That “the law on the point can be summarised to the
effect that the testimony of the injured witness is accorded
a special status in law. This is as a consequence of the fact
that the injury to the witness is an in-built guarantee of his
presence at the scene of the crime and because the witness
will not want to let his actual assailant go unpunished
merely to falsely implicate a third party for the
commission of the offence. Thus, the deposition of the
injured witness should be relied upon unless there are
strong grounds for rejection of his evidence on the basis of
major contradictions and discrepancies therein”.
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