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Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954.

(A) Section 2 Definition -

(ia) “adulterated”—an article of food shall be deemed to be
adulterated—

(@)

if the article sold by a vendor is not of the nature,
substance or quality demanded by the purchaser and is to
his prejudice, or is not of the nature, substance or quality
which it purports or is represented to be;

if the article contains any other substance which affects,
or if the article is so processed as to affect, injuriously
the nature, substance or quality thereof;

if any inferior or cheaper substance has been substituted
wholly or in part for the article so as to affect injuriously
the nature, substance or quality thereof;

if any constituent of the article has been wholly or in part
abstracted so as to affect injuriously the nature, substance
or quality thereof;

if the article had been prepared, packed or kept under
insanitary  conditions whereby it has become
contaminated or injurious to health;

if the article consists wholly or in part of any filthy,
putrid, 3[***], rotten, decomposed or diseased animal or
vegetable substance or is insect-infested or is otherwise
unfit for human consumption; 1[***], rotten,
decomposed or diseased animal or vegetable substance or


https://indiankanoon.org/doc/34253433/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/119067058/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/141964084/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/29573653/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/62788776/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/150576947/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/126901850/

A.204.0ls AL AL 518 . ¢, AHEIAE. 10
Old C. C. NO. 3132/2009
New CC No0.803132/2009

is insect-infested or is otherwise unfit for human
consumption;"

(g)  if the article is obtained from a diseased animal;

(h) if the article contains any poisonous or other ingredient
which renders it injurious to health;

(i) if the container of the article is composed, whether

wholly or in part, of any poisonous or deleterious
substance which renders its contents injurious to health;

() if any colouring matter other than that prescribed in
respect thereof is present in the article, or if the amounts
of the prescribed colouring matter which is present in the
article are not within the prescribed limits of variability;

(k) if the article contains any prohibited preservative or
permitted preservative in excess of the prescribed limits;

()  if the quality or purity of the article falls below the
prescribed standard or its constituents are present in
quantities not within the prescribed limits of variability,
but which renders it injurious to health;]

(m) if the quality or purity of the article falls below the
prescribed standard or its constituents are present in
quantities not within the prescribed limits of variability
but which does not render it injurious to health: Provided
that, where the quality or purity of the article, being
primary food, has fallen below the prescribed standards
or its constituents are present in quantities not within the
prescribed limits of variability in either case, solely due
to natural causes and beyond the control of human
agency, then, such article shall not be deemed to be
adulterated within the meaning of this sub-clause.

Explanation.—Where two or more articles of primary food are

mixed together and the resultant article of food—

(a)  is stored, sold or distributed under a name which denotes
the ingredients thereof; and

(b)  is not injurious to health, then, such resultant article shall
not be deemed to be adulterated within the meaning of
this clause;

(ix) “misbranded”— an article of food shall be deemed to be
misbranded—

(a) if it is an imitation of, or is a substitute for, or resembles

in a manner likely to deceive, another article of food

under the name of which it is sold, and is not plainly and


https://indiankanoon.org/doc/85664130/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/114368680/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/62788776/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/150576947/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/143369137/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/15003505/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/125848582/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/104273933/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/13270616/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/22535182/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/174532514/

A.204.0ls AL AL 518 . ¢, AHEIAE. 11
Old C. C. NO. 3132/2009
New CC No0.803132/2009

conspicuously labelled so as to indicate its true character;

(b) if it is falsely stated to be the product of any place or
country;

() ifitis sold by a name which belongs to another article of
food;

(d) if it is so coloured, flavoured or coated, powdered or
polished that the fact that the article is damaged is
concealed or if the article is made to appear better or of
greater value than it really is;

(e) if false claims are made for it upon the label or
otherwise;
if, when sold in packages which have been sealed or
prepared by or at the instance of the manufacturer or
producer and which bear his name and address, the
contents of each package are not conspicuously and
correctly stated on the outside thereof within the limits of
variability prescribed under this Act;

(g) if the package containing it, or the label on the package
bears any statement, design or device regarding the
ingredients or the substances contained therein, which is
false or misleading in any material particular; or if the
package is otherwise deceptive with respect to its
contents;

(h) if the package containing it or the label on the package
bears the name of a fictitious individual or company as
the manufacturer or producer of the article;

(i) if it purports to be, or is represented as being, for special
dietary uses, unless its label bears such information as
may be prescribed concerning its vitamin, mineral, or
other dietary properties in order sufficiently to inform its
purchaser as to its value for such uses;

()  if it contains any artificial flavouring, artificial colouring
or chemical preservative, without a declaratory label
stating that fact, or in contravention of the requirements
of this Act or rules made thereunder;

(k) if it is not labelled in accordance with the requirements
of this Act or rules made thereunder;

B

(B) Section 7. Prohibitions of manufacture, sale, etc. of certain

articles of food.

No person shall himself or by any person on his behalf’
manufacture for sale, or store, sell or distribute-
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(i)  Any adulterated food:

(ii)  Any misbranded food.

(iii) Any article of food for the sale of which a licence is
prescribed, except in accordance with the conditions or
the licence;

(iv) Any article of food the sale of which is for the time being
prohibited by the Food (Health) Authority [in the interest
of public health;] [* * *]

(v) Any article of food in contravention of any other
provision of this Act or of any rule made thereunder, [or]

(vi) Any adulterant.

Explanation--For the purposes of this section, a person shall be

deemed to store any adulterated food or misbranded food or any

article of’ food referred to in Cl. (iii) of- CI. (iu) it he stores
such food for the manufacture there from of any article of food
for sale.]

(C) _Section 16. Penalties.

(1)  Subject to the provisions of subsection (I -A) it any person, -

(@) Whether by himself or by any other person on his behalf,
imports into India or manufactures for sale, or stores, sells or
distributes any article of food—

(i)  Which is adulterated within the meaning of sub-clause
(m) Of Cl. (i-a) of Sec. 2 or misbranded within the
meaning of Cl. (ix) Of that section or the sale of which is
prohibited under any provision of this Act or any rule
made thereunder or by an order of the Food (Health)
Authority;

(ii)  Other than an article of food referred to in sub-clause (i),
in contravention of any of the provisions of this Act or of
any rule made thereunder ; or

(b) Whether by himself or by any other person on his behalf,
imports into India or manufactures for sale, or stores, sells or
distributes any adulterant which is not injurious to health; or

(c) Prevents a Food Inspector from taking a sample as authorised
by this Act : or

(d) Prevents a Food Inspector from exercising any other power
conferred on him by or under this Act : or

(e) Being a manufacturer of an article of food, has in his
possession, or in any of- the premises occupied by him, any
adulterant which is not injurious to health; or

(f)  Uses any report or certificate of a test or analysis made by the
Director of the Central Food Laboratory or by a public analyst
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or any extent thereof for the purpose of ‘advertising any article
of food; or
(g) Whether by himself or by any other person on his behalf, gives
to the vendor, a false warranty in writing in respect of any
article of food sold by him,
he shall, in addition to the penalty to which he may be liable under the
provisions of Sec. 6, be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which shall not be less than six months but which may extend to three
years, and with fine which shall not be less than one thousand rupees’:

Provided that-

(i)  If the offence is under sub-clause (i) of Cl. (a) and is with
respect to an article of food, being primary food which is
adulterated due to human agency or is with respect to an
article of food which is misbranded within the meaning
of sub-clause (k) of Cl. (ix) of Sec. 2or

(ii)  If the offence is under sub-section (ii) of CI. (a), but not
being an offence with respect to the contravention of any
rule made under Cl. (a) or Cl. (g) of sub-section (I-A) of
See. 23 or under Cl. (b) of sub-section (2) of See 24,

The Court may, for any adequate and special reasons to
be mentioned in the judgment, impose a sentence of
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than
three months but which may extend to two years, and
with fine which shall not be less than five hundred
rupees:

Provided further that if offence is under sub-clause (ii) of
ClL (a) and is with respect to the contravention of any
rule made under Cl. (a) or Cl. (g) of sub-section (I -A) of
Sec. 23 or under Cl. (b) of sub-section (2) of Sec. 24, the
Court may, for any adequate and special reasons to be
mentioned in the judgment, impose a sentence of
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three
months and with fine which may extend to five hundred
rupees. ]

(I-A) If ‘any person whether by himself or by any other person
on his behalf, imports into India or manufactures for sale,
or stores, sells or distributes, -

(i) Any article of food which is adulterated within the
meaning of any of sub- clauses (e) to (1) (I-) both
inclusive) of Cl. (i-a) of Sec. 2, or

(i) Any adulterant which is injurious in addition to the
penalty to which he may be liable under the provisions
of’ Sec.6, be punishable with imprisonment for a term
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which shall not be less than one year but which may
extend to six years and with fine which shall not be less
than two thousand rupees :

Provided that if such article of food or adulterant when
consumed by any person is likely to cause his death or is
likely to cause such harm on his body as would amount
to grievous hurt within the meaning of Sec. 320 of the
Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), he shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than
three years but which may extend to term of life and with
line which shall not be less than five thousand rupees.]

(i-AA) If any person in whose safe, custody any article of food
has been kept under sub-section (4) of Sec. 10, tampers
or in any manner interferes with such article, he shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not
be less than six months but which may extend to two
years and with fine which shall not less than one
thousand rupees. ]

(1 -B) If any Person in whose safe, custody any article of food
has been kept under sub- section (4) of ‘Sec. IO sells or
distributes such article, which is found by the Magistrate
before whom it is produced to be adulterated within the
meaning of sub-clause (h) of CI. (i-a) of Sec. 2 and
which, when consumed by any person, is likely to cause
his death or is likely to cause such harm on his body as
would amount to grievous hurt within the meaning of
Sec. 320 of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), then,
notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (I
-AA), he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a
term which shall not be less than three years but which
may extend to term of life and with fine which shall not
be less than five thousand rupees.]

(I-C) If any person contravenes the provisions of Sec. 14 or
Sec. 14-A, he shall be punishable with imprisonment for
a term, which may extend to six months and with fine,
which shall not be less than five hundred rupees.

(I -D) If any person convicted of an offence under this Act
commits a like offence afterwards, then, without
prejudice to the provisions of’ sub-section (2), the Court,
before which the second or subsequent conviction takes
place, may order the cancellation of the licence, if any,
granted to him under this Act and thereupon such licence
shall, notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or
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in the rules made thereunder, stand cancelled.

(2) If any person convicted of an offence under this Act
commits a like offence afterwards it shall be lawful for
the Court before which the second or subsequent
conviction takes place to cause the offender’s name and
place of residence, the offence and the penalty imposed
to be published at the offender’s expense in such
newspapers or in such other manner as the Court may
direct. The expenses of such publication shall be deemed
to be part of the cost attending the conviction and shall
be recoverable in the same manner- as a fine.
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