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ZFHI  SFG]GL  ;[JF  ;tTF  D\0/4  U]HZFTGF  VFN[X  D]HA  VFHZMH

:5[xI, ;L8L\UG]\ VFIMHG SZJFDF\ VFJ[, K[P

;NZ SFD[ VFZM5L ;FD[ 5|M;[; SF-TF\ T[ JUZ AHI[ 5ZT YI[, K[ KTF\ VF

SFD[ OZLIFNL S[;GL SFI"JFCL VFU/ R,FJJF SM. VZHL S[ SFI"JFCL SZTF GYL

S[4  VFZM5LG]\  GJ]\  ;ZGFD]\  ZH]  SZTF  GYLP  ;NZ  SFD  36F  ,F\AF  ;DIYL

VFZM5LG[  5|M;[; AHJF p5Z K[P CF,GL OZLIFN V[  BFGUL OZLIFN K[P 5MTFGL

OZLIFNGL SFI"JFCL VFU/ R,FJJF OZLIFNLV[ SM. 5|ItG SZ[, G CMI T[J]\ Z[S0"

5ZYL H6F. VFJ[ K[P SFZ6 S[4 OZLIFNL OZLIFN NFB, SZ[ tIFZYL S[; 5]ZM YFI

tIF\  ;]WL  VFU/GL  SFI"JFCL  SZJFGL  HJFANFZL  OZLIFNL  p5Z  CMI  K[4  5Z\T]

CF,GL OZLIFNDF\ HIFZ[ VFZM5LG[ H 5|M;[; AHTF GYL VG[ OZLIFNL VFZM5LG]\ GJ]\

;ZGFD]\  VF5JFDF\  lGQO/  UI[,  CMI  tIFZ[  OZLIFNLG[  5MTFGM  S[;  VFU/

R,FJJFDF\ Z; G CMI T[J]\ H6FI K[P

JW]DF\ Z[S0" 5ZGL CSLSTM wIFG[ ,[TF\4 V+[GL VNF,T wJFZF VFZM5L p5Z

5|M;[; GL AHJ6L SZJF OZLIFN51FG[ 5]ZTM VG[ jIFHAL ;DI VF5JFDF\ VFJ[,

CMJF  KTF\4  OZLIFN51F  36F  ,F\AF  ;DIYL  VFZM5LG[  5|M;[;GL  AHJ6L

SZFJJFDF\  lGQO/  ZC[,  K[P  JW]DF\  V+[GL  VNF,TDF\  ZC[,  SFDULZLG]\  EFZ6

wIFG[  ,[TF\4  VFJF  0[0  J]0  S[;M  DM8L  ;\bIFDF\  VNF,TDF\  50L  ZC[JFGF

SFZ6[  H[  S[;MGL  SFI"JFCL  VNF,T[  BZ[BZ  CFY  WZL  51FSFZMG[  gIFI V5FJJM

HM.V[ T[JL VNF,TL gIFILS SFI"JFCL lJ,\ALT YFI K[P

GFDP;]l5|D  SM8"[  V[;PZFDF  :JFDL  lJ~wW  U]PZFDL  Z[0'LGF  JFZ;M

sZ__( V[VF.VFZ V[;P;L Z_&&f GF S[;DF\ V[J]\ lGZL1F6 SZ[,]\ K[ S[4

cc the conduct of the complainant for the said

purpose  is  of  immense  significance.  He  cannot
allow a  case  to  remain pending for  an  indefinite

period. ccP
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GFDP;]l5|D  SM8"[  ;]VM  DM8M  ZL8  5L8LXG  slS|DLf  G\P_ZqZ_  Re:

Expeditious Trial of Cases under Section 138 of N.I. Act 1881.

GF S[;DF\ 5[ZF G\P5 DF\ V[J] lGZL1F6 SZ[,]\ K[ S[4

cc 5. The situation has not improved as courts
continue to struggle with the humongous pendency
of  complaints  under  Section  138 of  the  Act.  The
preliminary report submitted by the learned Amici
Curiae  shows  that  as  on  31.12.2019,  the  total
number of criminal cases pending was 2.31 crores,
out of which 35.16 lakh pertained to Section 138 of
the  Act.  The  reasons  for  the  backlog  of  cases,
according to the learned Amici Curiae, is that while
there  is  a  steady  increase  in  the  institution  of
complaints every year, the rate of disposal does not
match the rate of institution of complaints. Delay in
disposal of the complaints under Section 138 of the
Act has been due to reasons which we shall  deal

with in this order.cc

EJFGL  8[1F8F.,  DL<;  lJ~wW  :8[8  VMO  U]HZFT  lS|DLG,  V5L,

G\P Z$_5qZ__) GFDPU]HZFT CF.SM8" HHD[g8 TFP!(q!qZ_!_ GF R]SFNFDF\

GFDPU]HZFT  ZFHIGL  J0L  VNF,T[  56  9ZFJ[,  K[  S[  HM  OZLIFNL  5MTFGL

OZLIFNDF\  IMuI 5|lS|IF  VG];ZLG[  gIFILS SFI"JFCL  VFU/ W5FJJFDF\  lGQO/

HFI  TM4  T[JF  lS:;FDF\  VNF,T[  OZLIFNLGL  OZLIFNG[  0L;DL;  OMZ  0LOM<8

SZJF ;A\W[GM OZDFJ[,M C]SD gIFIMRLT CMJFG]\ 9ZFJ[, K[P

lN5[XEF.  JF,HLEF.  58[,  lJ~wW  :8[8  VMO  U]HZFT  lS|DLG, V5L,

G\PZ$_5qZ__)  GFDPU]HZFT  CF.SM8"GF  R]SFNFDF\  GFDPU]HZFT  ZFHIGL  J0L

VNF,T[ CF,DF\  TFH[TZDF\  TFP_#q_5qZ_Z# GF ZMHGF C]SDDF\  9ZFJ[, K[  S[4

G[XG,  ,MS  VNF,TGF  NLG[  IMHJFDF\  VFJ[,  :5[XLI,  ;L8L\UDF\  D[HL:8=[8

WLPG[UMP.g:8]PV[S8GL S,Dv!#( D]HAGF S[; CFY 5Z ,. T[GM lGSF, SZL XS[

K[P
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 VFD OZLIFNL HIFZ[ VFZM5LG]\ GJ]\ ;ZGFD]\ VF5JFDF\ lGQO/ UI[, K[ tIFZ[

;NZ  S[;G[  Sine die  VJ:YFDF\  ZFBJFGM  VY"  GYLP  T[JF  ;\HMUMDF\  CF,GL

OZLIFN ;A\W[ GLR[ D]HAGM VFBZL C]SD OZDFJJM gIFIMlRT H6FI K[P

oo VFBZL C]SD oo

OZLIFNLGL OZLIFN lS|P5|MPSM0GL S,DvZ5& VgJI[ 0L;DL; OMZ 0LOM<8

SZL O[;, SZJFGM C]SD SZJFDF\ VFJ[ K[P

C]SD  VFHZMH  TFP_)q_)qZ_Z#  GF  ZMH  :5[XLI,  ;L8L\UDF\  JF\RL4

;\E/FJL ;CL SZL HFC[Z SIM"P

TFP_)q_)qZ_Z#       sHFU'lT VD'T,F, 5ZDFZf
J0MNZF         ( DF\ V[0LPRLO HI]0LPD[HL:8=[84

             J0MNZF
 HH SM0 G\PHLPH[P_!__Z

VFZPV[DPZF6FvU]HP:8[GM


