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(S1.91.11) & HAT TSN F IRIUSHIT W& & | URUT § Uh. TH. U,
Ra1é maet d-25 o fobarr w8, foresy sfefa 8iar 8 fob Sk et o

"' GHE T AG W U1 T § QT TSRy § 90 fAgl § Wb gman
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T E | S a2 T Jh_oT F STHYRT TRt § g1 BING 8 & Jag

IS BT Bl gt v © |

44, depleid SU FRYed TeHM WY (31.91.15) & Bl Ud STH!
7= Uedl di-6, FHReH Ucdf ©-7 g WHt e et di-8 ¥ =ffa

BT & 5 S PpRiaE Tada dieft eM el AfSar (81.4n.8) wd
YRIE AT (31.91.9) & THeT i 1S off | R ATer fdAT (31.71.8)
vd IMfdE fdAr (31.91.9) J S = yedf -6, AHReH yedf fi-7
g ST gAe Uge d1-8 & hHeT: 3T H 3T U § I § 9T W 3I— 30

SEAIER HT g I &I 8, fhg I= gfela gRT AIfcd ueef di-5

ST AT I FH&T ST U3 Ui §1-6 & SgaR T 3reral el wd
el g ST B S den S A Yudie o) IHdT HHReH T

W-7 ogaR IFh FaFes R SH vFd ued f1-8 & IR
SITRIh I I7h FH& THIT ST B I I SR fhar 2 | 19t
SR Jad U9 I M Wt I$ aHl & JqiieRl 1 S drRidme! o
foreft TR & THel T8 o © |

45, AfAYh & g ifeaehi &1 Tb & fb T J IAgh B
YINSH & YR R il ST 8 Pl PRIATEr Bl qHH Tads ey
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SRI 7181 fohaT TRIT 8, ST IR GIRT ST IR AT THTI0T &l

T ST HhdT € |

46. Yk & fagM 3iferaehl &1 I8 b THA & fb JARSH
vd STt & T qrefivTor XM et afdar (3r.4n.8) vd g fdan

(|1.91.9) 7 P HRIATE! BT GHAH T2 BT & fovg TawoT & TRy w1ey

3 I8 T ¢ b AHIRSH Td STH! PRIATE! & Yd Ik QI 8l AIfel ol

e ueet di-5 <t 715 &, foT™ S8iF 31U+ &Xd1eR 8191 TR fdham
g | oY v uedf ft-6, ANy ygdf di-7 g St I ugef fi-8 &
PUM: A YA TG g 9§ YT W A Ioh SF1 FIfey ° 370+ - 319

EETER BT gfY &1 & | Ih SxdTdell IR e T SR GRT Saaydd

IIh EEIER PRI T &Y, VT Blg BT S<h S ATedy F a1 fopam

g SH 7 uedl d1-6 UG e -8 & IgHR TTHI IWid STHYST
3N DI Hicws [ T & Gag H Ih ol Jdl W el 7 o

ST T TIT & | Ik prRIdTE & ey B fIdeeT 1fdeNT decplel=
U fted TeAM WE (Q1.91.15) & HfuRiemr § O Dls aF e

3 B, % g8 <fefa o fb oifigs & fIvg 9 gerawm e

SEddel GUN fhd T E |
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47. fage 31fART e 31fISIs o7 db & b Tawor ¥ 9ot &

\ -

HANSH Ud STHT & HRIdTE! b T+ IT& §RT Sth hRIdTa! BT T9+

T8l foban T 8, fobg TrepRur H =gl Al 1 Hgh GRT geih

cifl | ARSR I FIc Ugar Ud IHd URUTHEGHY Jdb $I 5cg B
SR AT |

48, fagm 31fdRe e IfaSe & Ih db b gRueg §

=ITIGEId Naresh v. State of Haryana, 2023 SCC OnlLine SC 1274

AT B, ORI AT afa =IRITe™ §RT “sterling witness”

1 A1 DY AT & FY H BiSH 16 H FAATAR 1fHed
foparT & S TR 8-

16. As noticed hereinabove, the evidence of the
eyewitness should be of very sterling quality and
calibre and it should not only instil confidence in the
court to accept the same but it should also be a
version of such nature that can be accepted at its
face value. This Court in Rai Sandeep v. State (NCT
of Delhi) [Rai Sandeep v. State (NCT of Delhi),
(2012) 8 scc 21 : (2012) 3 scc (cri) 750] has
held : (SCC p. 29, para 22)
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“22 In our considered opinion, the “sterling
witness” should be of a very high quality and calibre
whose version should, therefore, be unassailable.
The court considering the version of such witness
should be in a position to accept it for its face value
without any hesitation. To test the quality of such a
witness, the status of the witness would be
immaterial and what would be relevant is the
truthfulness of the statement made by such a
witness. What would be more relevant would be the
consistency of the statement right from the starting
point till the end, namely, at the time when the
witness makes the initial statement and ultimately
before the court. It should be natural and consistent
with the case of the prosecution qua the accused.
There should not be any prevarication in the version
of such a witness. The witness should be in a
position to withstand the cross—examination of any
length and howsoever strenuous it may be and
under no circumstance should give room for any
doubt as to the factum of the occurrence, the
persons involved, as well as the sequence of it. Such

a version should have co-relation with each and
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every one of other supporting material such as the
recoveries made, the weapons used, the manner of
offence committed, the scientific evidence and the
expert opinion. The said version should consistently
match with the version of every other witness. It can
even be stated that it should be akin to the test
applied in the case of circumstantial evidence where
there should not be any missing link in the chain of
circumstances to hold the accused guilty of the
offence alleged against him. Only if the version of
such a witness qualifies the above test as well as all
other such similar tests to be applied, can it be held
that such a witness can be called as a “sterling
witness” whose version can be accepted by the
court without any corroboration and based on which
the guilty can be punished. To be more precise, the
version of the said witness on the core spectrum of
the crime should remain intact while all other
attendant materials, namely, oral, documentary and
material objects should match the said version in
material particulars in order to enable the court

trying the offence to rely on the core version to sieve
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the other supporting materials for holding the

offender guilty of the charge alleged.”

49, Sh THAMR <IR-IGE § gfauTfed fafer & afetid o gawu

§ SIS IIfeRIT b 18 T fIsAvuT fham ST 3ET & |

50. Y ASAT (SA.91.2) 7 I TIT ®Y Y AR © b IHIh
b TR P UTLY H JdD YeeR ST T & Peaps TaT—Tal ety S
U $ER-ILR A &1 T 79 IA 3MUGh I el (& {81 Faet Mefi-
TeAlST &1 ) T8 B gFeR AR H $Ig geHnelt 8 fhar 8 a9 S1figh
I 1Y M —TTelloT PR IR [Jare HRe o e I8 g8l § Fell 711,

I FHY T THR I8 37T I A JcIdh Dl F7 fohaT 1 31ageh

ARUIC B & AU IARe 8, IR Fd SN fobgg JoId IFeh! I Tl

AT 31R AWYh 1 AT PR §Y IHP U T T AWYeh A AT B

ORIT § Jodh bl ART AT, f s Jad 98] W fRaR 98191 &1 T[T o |
9 1eft 7 ueAT & H9g A ugq g1 Rac ugd dt-1 <5 Ry 9H
HrgR e |

51. R AT (31.91.2) 7 wfAusteror § Fam9 ue & $9 GAG I
$PR a1 8 & e TR 71 WY daif¥is &l I8 e gy b o)
IR H DI YeeR Tl 8, IHHT A 1 181 ol g Jal R SUS ¥ AR -
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ARER TH PR T Hedd §U SUST UhSaR QST 38T o 3R 99 b
TR AfAYh Dl SUS F AR & foly AT 9 AfAYh I SUS Bl
UdheaR Pl &1 o A TR oHiH IR iR 77 3R I ueer 9 4l
PR gaiT T |

52, R ARAT (31.9M.2) 7 S99 Us & 39 Goa 4 ff §BR

foram & o BT @ B U IHD 3feATal 3R Dlg A1 <@ o | 39

et 7 Tga: gar € fb M9 P 95T WR AN IR A 3R IME
IS, Jorit aRefl, g A1, 7o AT Ud wRAF fSAT AN
SURYd o | 39 el 7 ST uel &b 39 G ¥ o $hR A1 § b
IIGH AT &b IR H 7q BT Pls Alh DS TR ST AT o,

I HRUT P R H THT Tl 3T 38T AT | 39 I1eft & ufausiemr §

SO Y& gRT lg U1 92T el o] 1T &, foray ge1 & a9 §

SHG HUHAl W AT BT I | g & H9yg H 39 A6l &
IR gRier, uer e R geel ui-1 W gfeld &M 5 a1g
Agcaquf Ud arfcads T 78l 2

53 el 918 JfSar (S1.41.3) T b ' 6 ageeff el g,

e oft gaRn B 5 Jd% Ud 1w & Hed SIS - SIS 81 XET o7 7
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g8 H1 1 off, fhg 9 AT A& A R AWYh ¥ SFATD el Dl it

Y gad & R F ART 3R 98 9 W T | 39 A1eft 3 98 off g7man B
fs SFfRh b GRT Sl | i & IR H ARA & PR b Dl 5 &%

off 3R I 3IAYh & GRT Jcfeb Dbl ST F AR §Y ST o1 | 39

reft 7 gfAuRier § 99 ue & 39 g 9 §BR [HAr & fh 9

ST S R N7 @ T R W R I SBT AR Ty T o

3R IHD PROT I dlc ot ot | 39 el 7 J97g ue & ga ° o
SPR T 8 o ITAYh b GRT Sl | FHeR AfSAT & R R 78T ART
T 81 JAfAYh g1 Sl | e & IR § ARA & Hey H g9 A8l &
o off TfaRienT § SREuSI B ¢ |

54, RO 918 3T (Srans) A saaa N g M2 fF
3IRYh Tell—TellST PR 8T AT T9 g8 AU Ul TR ATSIT DY eI
T$ off I THT AMfUYH TR IR F gH IR I U 8 FHaaw Jdd &b
T A —TTeA ST R 8T AT 3R SR & g8 U ufdl &l &R <rell dlett dl
ST T STIYh <l Dl TN T ofehR 37T SR Foleb FHR b R A
aRT, fe a8 ke F81er 81 11 JoT AfAGH SRt TR g8l F 91

T | 39 el 7 oft gfcoRteror 7 s9ra us & 39 GHE ¥ IhR fhar 8
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foF T TR Mg dorfiE @ it & AR & fAT Shemm o &R

9 A Fa-1 & folU 31U+ Jamd | o i gl foa, R a8 R
& ge1 iR 7 3R iR & HROT Ie2R & & HRU Jdd & [*R H I
et off | g Heft & ufdusiar § T Bls de A IR 7, o™
b BT UR IR T ST |

55. S wfdar (e1.41.6) = ff sarM 8 % SFTeT Y BMaTS
IR g5 ST A9 S fob SIAYh TR iR ST I@T o JT e sl
R TSI o7 3R S9F R R ae ol oft, O @ 98 @ o1 qer

3IfAYh GRT ST I ARA &b DR Jeldb Dl 73cg gs AT | 39 A1aft =1 1

TfcroRteroT & 9Td Ue & $9 g ¥ $BR a1 § {6 g wfsar o

iR & geeR W TIRM & BRI R A e Rft oft | grerifd g1 aneft
-1 I8 TR T & fb I8 AfUYh GRT o Bl ARG §U 781 T &,

fohg IH I8 IATAT & fob SIAYh a8i | T <leh” ST 38T AT | ASTS -

STIST T 3TTaTSl Y] 0 HI&f &1 J1eR 3HT Ud qdd & R § 9
O & RO I S TR FIRT 5311 <1 3R g8l W AfHYgh bl it

QIR STl §U g1 TeHT | 319geh &l AfTHAT bl JHTOIT el B |
56. Sfiferr Afdar (S1.91.6) = IR & fh ST el 4T
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qTeT BeRT a3 ST T W F off Bl JTeh g1 Bl o foar o1 | Jab

& gl PperT o1 (Sr.Wn1) 7 off 39 91a i g & & 5 Sfifem A
3faTst f&am o fas <H7 Y AT Seat ST T & UTdT Bl AfAIh daifds
CHIT & ORI | AR BT o T9 I8 SR <@ dl I ufd J81e IS o
3R I R A dlc o o1, S99 § 98 @1 o7 | 39 JEfl A

fcToRteT § F99 &l & 39 GIa A PR BT g fh 39k ufd oRE

fiax eift & R IR R 9, O RO 396 R 5 A it off |
57. HUT AT (STANS) =1 +ff 39 a7 &l g Pt & 6 I

G AT gral 918 Fardt off f g 7 TR AreT TR AT @ AR
{7 & 9 98 R 37T Al Jad d819T UST AT 3R Iqd &R 5 dlc 3
ofT TFIT I YT AT {3 Y 7 AT | Ao DI AT T |

58. AT AfSAT (1.91.7) 7 +ft S & 6 TR 7 S 3R
AT o b IfRIH 71 Tift & Jad @ AR A1 & | IS 3R
ISP U8 g8 O IR 39 F1aft -7 I8 DR a1 8 fb ag eR 7 o1 a9
TR AT & B8R & DTl H ASS—3FIST B D ANl 31 & off

3R 3TaIeh B&IT 9 g3 ot I8 BR ¥ ebel R ST al et § HHR

ifear dEter ueT ot 3R I R # gl ol off, o @ et <&
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ofT TAT TR ATSIT, TR ATSAT PTG TG TR ATSAT DY Gt 3R

3T B AN I I IR R 7 A= o7 foh Joifdg 30 I & R

ST o 81 PedR ST R IET AT 3R I a1 DI oax AAGh

dcIE - HEER AT PY SR F ART AT 3R IAS 18 3T9YH a8l 1

AT T AT 3R R § 3R} <1 &b BRI Jeiep bl 7 83 off | 39 el

= off gioRier § 999 9y & 39 G I SR (BT & b THH R

iR & UeeR 5 TINH & HROT Jad & R H Tl 37t off |
59, geAT & GeY H R AT (J191.2), el 1% afdAr

(31.91.3), TR dTs AfSAT (31.91.4) T IfFferr AfSAT (31.91.6) &

HAl ¥ PIg Tecdqul U4 difcds faRremamy =& 8 | S aoft arfét 1

3IRIP GRT SR | Jad & R IR Ud IHdb YRUMETRy Jddb B

R 5 FIc 3 & PR Jddb & TR R IR T iR Iq6 AR |
G F8 qAT AMNGH F I8l § AW I B g H & | Ih T
1EMNTOT cfeh Ud 3THYeh a1 & ReTER & der S Ufusiart 5 oig
QT 2 el AR 8, S s efeld 8l fob Il Afageh o |1er drg
gd AT a1 3T 8 |

60. T Dl YT pa”T 18 (JTH1.1), HOUT AMSAT (31.41.5) Ta
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RAMG AfSAT (31.91.7) 7 oft 39 a1 &Y gt &6 § 5 g1 6 ga

e RS9 9 N Hi WR IR 9 MUY P R H i off 3R I8

TR TR ST g1l T 3R I9h R § T 98 I8 o1, O IR

©g AHETRID TR s EREIS] iy 1 &, el Il §cg &1 T8 |

S Tt A1 7 39 91 ot +ft gft Y & % S8 39 91 H STHeR)
gs off & 1f¥gch =1 oI T Tt & AIRT o |

61. BaRT 15 (B1.9N.1), R AfSAT (31.9N.2), AT &5 JfSAT
(31.91.3), TRISH a1 ATSAT (31.41.4), FUT ASAT (JA.H1.5), e
fSaT (31.91.6) & WRAFT 3T (31.91.7) Sh Gt Irfér 3 e &

IRUMEEHY Y2k H Sahr™ 9 Jad & (IR 7 3l M & 999 J a1g

el & geId F SHR 5T & | g & ey A I ot Aiferay & dped
OfAURIET 5 SREUSHIT B & |

62. R AT (31.4M.2) 7 39 91 HT YR &t 8 5 gD
I IR H PIg YR STeT T § PedpR TSI-Tal Mferai < &7 o 3R
ST FHT qdep - I HAT fhAT AT SIfHgh 7 T & U | gD B

R o ART o1, o9 Jd@ @l 9l IRl off 3R STER & SR el
f&=TTeh T IHeh! g 81 T8 ot |
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63. €T & Tcbldl T 3T & [d0g AMeie RUC S9f axTs
TS 8 TT 3IMWRYh DI IUAR &g AHSD FFLY b BRETST H Al

RN T T | S, ST fAdhf (31.41.10) = Ferfesn RaiE ueef fi-10

S gU 3MTEd /e TR AT & R H s U@ 91eR AR § 1R

TIC 3T Ud Ioh IIc IS9P Ry T4 Siia & folv Feheusl 89 &

ey H AHHd < Y 9T 8 b el W& &b SR ATEd Dl Ff
TR off QiR g8 JBIST o7 TOAT FRUTTS HAF o H gy o7 | gedn

fadies T & 18:00 9% SUGR $ SRM Jdd Dl g &5 & Al

greedTe R uee di-12 & yoifoig 8 6 AR 9 e oY & BNl

3N IhHETd J T bl 4G §s Al W IFD GG bl U
gGIHD Al | Ith AHET 2T Ig UHIMUT a8 fob SITHRYh GRT Sift

I AR & YRUTRERY R 5 RA 91 & PR Jcfe dhl 4G g3 AT |
64. IR & fIgM Sifereaht &1 a% & & IfRGH @1 s

&1 BING =&l o, 31fug P IR § fhell -7 ueer I e o,
$9feIY ST UehIu & BHRUT e Tfed 53 o |
65. SITa U&l & fag SIfachT o Ih db B URYET H Teh_ul B

gRefle & TUT g % Fa19 uel GRT T Dig VAT 187 Uqd el 1o
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1 8, e g8 Sfeld 8l fob o area J g & aR | T A
<R STl T | 7R AT (B1.9M.2) 7 TIE HY | §ar & 6 1fagh
B IR H TR AfSTT UeeR I AT & FHEaw Meft —Teilol = FeR—
SeR gH & o1, d9 I 77 57 o 16 R aR | fobedt =1 gammeft
el fohaT & 9 3TIGch IHD Hre o MeAl-TAT pRd §Y fare e

T o 9 I8 8l | Fell 1 I T T Fal W AT ad S 7]

fohaT fop g AR B & foly IARe & 3R IHSD BT AT <@ 8

SER 7 STRAT T AMGh DI FAT R g oAb D U AT Al
3T = e b R H Sl o UTRAT | HART T 3R IHS 18 AW

JaT g 97T T7 o7 |

66. AT 1S AfSAT (31.91.3) DI TG F919 U& FRT UfTuRIeor §
I8 g {1 11 8 & 1Yk vd g & Hed gd F AT Tl 31
& off, fO T 3 et ¥ TR fham & | 3o IR TRIeHT §1$ afdar

(e1.91.4) @I U@ U GRT UAURIEOl § 98 gora foar mar g fh
IRk T e & 7L Y4 § S Haelt [Jare et o1 &1 o1, o™

39 Oeft 7 R fhar & | sa@ uer grT ufdudierr & rf9ae

IAT 1 T g GG AT ST 36 Afgeh wa e & Heg 9d |
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ASer off, AR T Joep & Hed g foa1e &b T2 D Sfefd H_all @ |

67. JfYh TG b D Hed Yd ¥ fdare 81, TeT GAid @l

3IIYH GRT T8 dad §Y b G 7 I IR H TR STeT T & el —

TeAlST Ra §Y TR R 3T, R ATSAT GRT FHAR ST IR Y 78

AT T I9% 918 9o GRT J41 a4 IR A 1Rk §RT SRl & Jad

& R ST fb qRR T T 3 &1 AP 3T & H ARAT 3R Jad &

Y F 9 FM & PRI IGb TSR W S 819 2N ik IF R

IAGH HT F&I ¥ AN THT Ih TR a2 g I o= & b

Y GRT b Dl BT BING BRA D AT I 8 AT &b g1 |
g% & B J ART 147 8, e gRumeesy 3t et & SR Jdd
B I §S © | 310 TE ¢ b SIS T8 Jfhgh Hag | W THIfoT

PR H Hhel 381 & 1 IHYd gR1 & S/l I ARGR i Dl &
PN DI TS & | TgIR FAURUNT U8 s 3 P sy "gHTiord” |
ERISISIER

68. 319 S8l b STYh SRT G Dl HI—-F8 DI xilet Mick

IR &1 HIRT PR TG JAB DI O F AR &Y T SR STTORTIE D
STTART BTN DR BT T8 & fopelt oft srfaaier wneft =7 a8 o =8l
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forarT 2 o SIfERIh GRT e 1 I | AR &l et & 18 off | TR

f3AT (31.91.2) Td TRISHT a1 AfSAT (I1.9M.4) & S1fdR<h 3= fapeft
T el 71 I GRT G b A1 MeAl Tl B b Fag H B
el fbaT & AT Jeh a1 HIf&l I8 91T & fob 31HGeh el —TTeltol
R BT T, fohg g a1 o/ Mifeia &1 18 off, I GRT U &l
foram T &1 37 FUE & S SIS ATWRIh GRT ol b AT Ml —

TolloT R I &N HINT Hed JAqT O T qRA hT gHhl I

SITURTIEE JFTHFRT BINT P &b T2 DI THIUIT P H B 38T &
TGHR AR T% hAID 1 TG 2 bl sy g0 81" H

ST g |

69. SIYNINT U hHih 1 F 3 & A= Ud pRUr sy o

¥ & {5 If9IoM I8 gRhgd Hog 9 W Y10 9 H Al 8T 8
foh 1Y RT foHI 09.08.2021 B FHY FRIG 12:00 FoT TFI—

ST TaTedt T Sheft 3idvid eMT-eREreT, Bie-Ie (B.71.) eiad
4 A TR AT D AT BING B & M | 1T 39 OT
RN &fd I & 3o § G IR H I8 Jg oI o & 9
HIRT BT THY 8, TR AfSAT & R H A & 9T § UER o
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&1 BING I T fbg STHIISHT T Ffhgeh Hag A IR A0 bR H

3 8T & b 3T HGh aRT Ieh frih, THY T FATM W I HHR
RIfSAT T Al AT AT ISP THIT AI—d8 DI 37t Micar Sax ey

PIRT PR I S H AR DI gl &l U IATRIED AR BIR
fora T B |
70. I SIfAgwh dafdis AT P GRT 294, 506 HWFT-TI
.33, F IR $ IRY | IAvYH fhar S § fbg S/ gRT 302
AI.E.H. & AUTY & IRIT F g frar Srem 2 |
71. YT & Tl Ud URTERICRIT i 3TuRTe bl TR bl <
g AfAgH @I glidian rfRfRM o1 oy e ST e Uclid w8l
BIdT B
72. S & ¥ W G 9 &g U1 o T 941 3@ A |

et/ -

(arfs o)

IR I =TI
ERENST, fIT—<RFg (B.7.)

g4,
73. IRYh T D G Afeahl T AMHASH Dl AR |
31fAR Al 3THASTD BT TUS b U8 TR JAT 1T
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74, SITRIH T IR I Ig e fan 1 & &6, o1 & T
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