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4. In order to avoid their liability under various labour statutes employers
are very often resorting to subterfuge by trying to show that their employees
are, in fact, the employees of a contractor. It is high time that this subterfuge
must come to an end.

5. Labour statutes were meant to protect the employees/workmen because it
was realized that the employers and the employees are not on an equal
bargaining position. Hence, protection of employees was required so that
they may not be exploited. However, this new technique of subterfuge has
been adopted by some employers in recent years in order to deny the rights
of the workmen under various labour statutes by showing that the concerned

2 AIR 2011 (SC) 3546
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workmen are not their employees but are the employees/workmen of a
contractor, or that they are merely daily wage or short term or casual
employees when in fact they are doing the work of regular employees.

6. This Court cannot countenance such practices any more. Globalization/
liberalization in the name of growth cannot be at the human cost of
exploitation of workers.
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