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Section 5(1) of the Hindu Marriage Act Lays down or a lawful

marriage, the necessary condition is that neither party should have
a spouse living at the time of the marriage. A marriage in
contravention of this condition is, therefore, null and void. While
the legislature has considered it advisable to uphold the legitimacy
of the paternity of a child born out of a void marriage. It has not

extended a similar protection in respect of the mother of the child.
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