
  IN THE COURT OF SH. AJAY GUPTA
    SPECIAL JUDGE, (PC ACT)  (CBI-25) (SFTC),  ROUSE 

AVENUE DISTRICT COURTS, NEW DELHI

CNR No. DLCT11-000915/2026
CBI No. 90/2026
CASE NO.RC2212026E0010 dated 12.05.2026
U/s 61 (2) r/w 238, 316(5), 318(4) and 303 (2) of BNS 2023 &
Section 13(2) r/w 13(1)(a) of PC Act 1988 (as amended in 
2018) and Section 10 r/w Sec.3,4,5 and 11 of the Public 
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act 2024

Central Bureau of Investigation

Vs.

Manisha Gurunath Mandhare etc.             ….. Accused Persons

ORDER

(12.08.2026)

1. Vide this order, I  shall decide the issue of cognizance of 

the offences allegedly taken place in the present case. 

2. The  present  case  was   registered  on  the  basis  of 

complaint  dated  12.05.2026  of  Sh.Varun  Bhardwaj, 

Director, Department of Higher Education (NTA Division), 

Ministry of Education, Government of India, New Delhi as 

NTA had come to know that the question paper of NEET 

(UG)  2026 Examination was leaked before the scheduled 

date (03.05.2026) of exam due to this reason the exam was 
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subsequently,  cancelled.  Thereafter,  the  matter  was 

investigated  into  and  aforementioned  13  accused  persons 

were  arrested and after  completion of  investigation all  of 

them have been charge-sheeted for commission of several 

offences  individually  as  well  as  in  conspiracy  with  each 

other.  The  allegations  as  set  out  in  the  charge-sheet  are 

briefly summarized as under:-

(i) It is stated that NEET (UG) 2026 examination was held 

on  03.05.2026  at  5432  centers,  across  565  cities  in  13 

languages and around 22 Lac candidates had appeared in the 

aforesaid  examination,  however,  due  to  the  leak  of  the 

substantial  number  of  questions,  the  aforesaid  exam  was 

cancelled  and  on  the  aforesaid  complaint,  the  RC in  the 

present case was registered.

THE EXAMINATION AND ITS CONFIDENTIALITY

(ii) It  is  stated that the NEET (UG) Exam comprises 180 

Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs), i.e. 45 questions each 

from Physics, Chemistry, Botany and Zoology subjects. The 

Botany and Zoology are considered part of Biology subject.  

It is further stated that four master question sets are prepared 

for this exam, however, out of these four sets,  only two sets 

with the code-name 'Kailash' and 'Shivalik', are printed and 

on the  morning of  the  exam any one of  them as per  the 

choice of DG NTA is used for the exam.
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(iii) It is stated that the preparation of the said question sets 

passes  through  the  stages  of  item  writing,  moderation, 

vetting,  translation  into  vernaular  languages  and  back 

transaction into English  followed by proof  reading.   It  is 

further stated that for this exam several experts are engaged 

at different stages but at the translation and back translation 

stage, only one single  expert is engaged for the translation 

work who is able to see all four master sets. All the experts 

who are  engaged  in  the  confidential  work  related  to  this 

exam are required to sign a certificate of confidentiality and 

an  undertaking  that  they  will  neither  retain  any 

material/information related to the exam nor they will share 

the  same with  anyone and the  aforesaid  undertaking  was 

also signed by  A-1, A-2 and A-3. 

(iv) As per charge-sheet, initially, the information related to 

leak of the Exam had come to the notice of the NTA from 

Rajasthan and during their further investigation, they came 

to know that the main source of the NEET 2026 Exam leak 

were  A-1,  A-2 and A-3 who were  the  subject  experts  of 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Allegedly, they alongwith 

the co-accused persons worked as a syndicate for selling the 

exam related material of their subjects for monetary gain. 

Before  briefly  discussing  the  allegations  against  all  the 

charge-sheeted accused persons, the flow chart showing  as 

to how the questions related to NEET 2026 were passed on 

by them to each other, is reproduced as under:-
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3. Now,  henceforth,  the  allegations  against  each  accused 

persons are being discussed separately. 

ALLEGATIONS  AGAINST  THE  SUBJECT  EXPERTS 

(A-1  MANISHA  GURUNATH  MANDHARE,  A-2 

P.V.KULKARNI  AND  A-3  MANISHA  SANJAY 

HAVALDAR)

(i) A-1 Manisha Gurunath Mandhare – It is alleged that A-1 

was  engaged  by  NTA  as  subject  expert  for  Botany  and 

Zoology for the purpose of item writing, vetting, translation 

(from English to Marathi) and back translation work (from 

Marathi to English) during 20.02.2026 to 05.04.2026. She 

had  full  access  to  the  confidential  exam  related  material 

(questions) during the aforesaid stages. After finishing the 

translation work of a particular day, whenever she used to 

return to her hotel, she used to mark the relevant paragraphs 

related to the relevant questions in the NCERT Text Books 

and thereafter, because of her expertise in the subject, she 

used  to  formulate  the  relevant  questions  which  she 

subsequently  shared  with  several  candidates  during 

coaching classes conducted by her at her residence. Thus, as 

per charge-sheet, she had memorized the relevant questions 

during translation work and because of her expertise on the 

subject, she had prepared the data bank of all those relevant 

questions which she had gone through during the translation 

work.  During  coaching,  she  instructed  the  candidates  to 

mark specific paragraphs in the fresh NCERT Class-XI and 
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Class XII test books and also dictated the questions which 

were to be written by the candidates in the margin of the 

book and she used to correct the fair copies made by them of 

those  questions.  Thus,  in  this  manner,  she  shared  the 

confidential  questions  related  to  her  subject  with  several 

students who have also made their statements in this regard 

u/s 180 of BNSS and statements of some of the candidates 

and their parents have  also been recorded u/s 183(5) BNSS 

(D-384 and D-385).  Some of the handwritten biology books 

have been recovered from the aforesaid candidates. Besides, 

there are further allegations against A-1 that she was also in 

touch with A-3 through whom she had received  the physics 

subject  questions.  Allegedly,  A-1  had  shared  the  physics 

questions  with  a  candidates  by  dictating  the  Physics 

questions  to  her.  A-1  had  received  certain  images  of 

handwritten physics questions from the mobile phone of  the 

husband of A-3. Who had received the same from A-4.  She 

had also taken print out of the aforesaid physics questions 

by visiting the office of A-3 from the pen drive brought by 

her in this regard, the relevant CCTV footage has also been 

seized. Thus, as per prosecution case, A-1 not only shared 

the  confidential  questions  of  her  subject  with  several 

candidates during coaching but she was also involved in the 

leak of physics questions in active connivance with A-3 who 

is  the  subject  expert  of  Physics.  The  laptop  and  mobile 

phone of A-1 containing the aforesaid material have been 

seized (LA-6 and LA-4)  and the relevant material stated to 
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have  been recovered from the aforesaid devices. It is stated 

that  out  of  the  total  90  questions  of  Biology  subject 

disseminated by her,  79 questions appeared in NEET (UG) 

2026 Exam. 79 questions are those questions which actually 

appeared  in  the  Exam  but  as  per  prosecution  she  had 

circulated several other questions which were part of other 

original question paper sets prepared by NTA but same were 

not  used for  NEET (UG) 2026 Exam.  The  statements  of 

several witnesses regarding the active involvement of A-1 in 

disseminating the leaked questions of Biology through that 

particular modus operandi have also been recorded which 

have been made part of the present charge-sheet. Besides, 

the relevant CDRs of mobile phones of A-1, A-2, A-3 and 

A-7 have also been collected to establish that they were in 

regular touch with each other at the relevant time and were 

operating as a syndicate. 

(ii)  Likewise,  A-2 P.V.Kulkarni was also a subject expert 

and he was associated with NTA for Chemistry subject and 

he  was  also  engaged  for  the  translation  work  related  to 

NEET (UG) 2026 Exam for his subject. A-2 was assigned 

with the translation work (English to Marathi) of original 

question paper sets from 22.02.2026 to 26.02.2026 and also 

for back transaction (Marathi to English) from 31.03.2026 to 

02.04.2026 and also for proof reading of the back translation 

on 05.04.2026. Like A-1, he had also signed the certificate 

of  confidentiality  that  he  will  not  share  the  exam related 

material with anyone in any manner. Allegedly, during the 
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said  translation/back translation  work,  he  used to  prepare 

short notes of the exam related material on small chits and 

in this  manner,  he copied all  135 questions of  Chemistry 

subject along with their answer options and took them out of 

NTA office discreetly and in a concealed manner. Some of 

the simple questions were noted down by him subsequently 

in his hotel by memorizing the same. During investigation, 

it has come to light that by conducting special classes for 

several  candidates  at  his  Pune  residence,  he  shared  the 

Chemistry  questions  relating  to  NEET  (UG)  2026  Exam 

prior to the examination for monetary gain. The statements 

of some of the candidates have been recorded by the CBI 

and statements  of  some of  the  candidates  have also been 

recorded  under  Section  183(5)  of  BNSS  2023  (Sec.164 

CrPC). Allegedly, the digital evidence recovered from his 

mobile  handset  shows  that  he  had  shared  the  Chemistry 

subject questions (related to NEET (UG) 2026 Exam) with 

the candidates, their parents and co-accused persons, prior to 

the scheduled date of the exam. Allegedly, he had visited the 

hospital  of  A-6  and  there,  he  had  provided  the  aforesaid 

exam  related  material  to  the  son  of  A-5.  A-6  had  also 

referred  some  parents  of  the  candidates  to  A-2  for  this 

purpose  and  the  parents  of  those  candidates  had  directly 

paid Rs.3 Lacs each to A-2 at his residence at the instance of 

A-6. Allegedly,  A-2 had also attempted to obtain Physics 

subject material from another Physics subject expert namely 

Bhalchandra Waman Bhome. He also induced the aforesaid 
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person by offering money but the said person refused the 

said offer and instead of the relevant material, he provided 

the relative of A-2 with the previous years’ question book of 

Marvel  Publications.  Thus,  allegedly,  A-2  in  conspiracy 

with  co-accused  persons  had  shared  the  questions  of  his 

subject  related  to  NEET  (UG)  2026  Exam  with  several 

candidates and co-accused persons for monetary gain. It is 

stated that out of the total leaked questions, all 45 questions 

of chemistry subject which actually appeared in the exam 

got  matched  with  the  leaked  questions.  Thus,  as  per  the 

evidence collected by the investigating agency, all  the 45 

questions of chemistry subject which actually appeared in 

NEET (UG)  2026  Exam  were   leaked/circulated  by  A-2 

prior to the scheduled date of exam. Allegedly, 45 questions 

are those questions which actually appeared in the exam but 

as  per  the  evidence  collected  by  the  CBI  during 

investigation  shows  that  he  had  shared  several  other 

questions which were part  of  original  question paper  sets 

prepared  by  NTA but  said  paper  sets  were  not  used  for 

NEET  (UG)  2026  Exam.  The  statements  of  several 

witnesses  regarding  the  active  involvement  of  A-2  in 

dissemination of the leaked questions of Chemistry subject 

through  that  particular  modus  operandi  (dissemination  of 

leaked questions through distribution of hand written notes) 

have also been recorded which have also been made part of 

the  present  charge-sheet.  Besides,  the  CDRs  of  mobile 

phone of A-2 alongwith A-1, A-6  and A-7 have been placed 
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on record to show that they were in constant touch with each 

other at the relevant time.

(iii) Like A-1 and A-2, A-3 Manisha Sanjay Havaldar is also 

a subject expert  and allegedly, she was assigned with the 

translation work of Physics subject. She was entrusted with 

the  Set 1, Set 2 & Set 4 of Physics subject during the said 

translation  work.  She  carried  out  the  said  work  from 

14.03.2026 to 05.04.2026. She also used to note down the 

questions related to this exam after she used to return to her 

hotel at Delhi where she was staying during the aforesaid 

translation work. She had dictated some questions to A-4 at 

her  residence  who  noted  about  68  questions  and  on 

25.04.2026,  he transmitted the handwritten notes of  those 

questions to the phone of Mr. Sanjay Havaldar (husband of 

A-3) which were further forwarded to A-1 on 26.04.2026. 

Allegedly, at the instance of A-1, A-3 had also supplied the 

printouts of leaked physics questions to mother of one of the 

candidates  against  payment  of  Rs.25,000/-  and  all  these 

printouts stated to have been recovered from the residence 

of the aforesaid person. Allegedly, after the news of exam 

leak surfaced in the media, A-3 had burnt the notebook in 

which she had noted the aforesaid questions. Thus, as per 

prosecution  case,  A-3  had  leaked  the  Physics  subject 

questions in conspiracy with A-1. It is stated that out of the 

questions leaked/circulated by A-3, 20 questions appeared in 

the  exam.  Besides,  the  aforesaid  questions,  she  had  also 

circulated  the  other  questions  though  the  same  did  not 
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appear in the exam but same were part of the master sets 

prepared  by  NTA  for  NEET  (UG)  2026  Exam.  The 

statements  of  several  witnesses  regarding  the  active 

involvement of A-3 in dissemination of the leaked questions 

of Physics subject through that particular modus operandi 

have also been recorded which have been made part of the 

present charge-sheet. Similarly,  the CDRs of mobile phone 

of A-3 have also been obtained and made part of the present 

charge-sheet  to  show her  connection  with  the  co-accused 

persons qua the said illegal activities. 

ALLEGATIONS  AGAINST  CO-ACCUSED  PERSONS 

(A-4 TO A-13)

(iv)  A-4 Tejas Harshadkumar Shah is a private person and 

allegedly, he is another part of the exam leak syndicate. He 

assisted A-3 in leaking and dissemination and circulation of  

the Physics exam questions after same were shared by A-3 

with him through dictation. As per allegations, A-4 who is a 

Physics Teacher was involved in this process by A-3. He 

provided his assistance in scribbling the relevant questions 

of  Physics  subject  and  after  noting  down  the  same,  he 

shared 16 images containing 68 questions of Physics subject 

with the husband of A-3 which were then transmitted to A-1 

through  the  mobile  handset  of  Mr.  Sanjay  Havaldar 

(husband of A-3). During this period, A-3 & A-4 had also 

communicated  with  each  other  over  telephone.  A-4  had 

destroyed  the  relevant  material  and  also  formatted  his 
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mobile handset after the leak news surfaced, however, the 

questions shared by him with Mr. Sanjay Havaldar stated to 

have been recovered from his mobile handset. Thus, as per 

prosecution  case,  Physics  subject  questions  were  firstly 

shared by A-4 with the aforesaid person and only thereafter, 

the further leak of these questions took place. The relevant 

CDRs  of  his  mobile  phone  number  have  already  been 

obtained and made part of the present charge-sheet. 

(v)  As  per  prosecution  case, A-5  Shivraj  Raghunath 

Motegaonkar is one of important links of this entire exam 

syndicate. It is stated that A-5 is Managing Partner of RCC 

Coaching Centre, Latur and he, with the assistance of A-6 

who was running a hospital namely Siddhi Vinayak Hospital 

at  Latur  at  that  time,  had obtained the Chemistry subject 

questions  from  A-2  through  his  son.  Allegedly,  A-6 

facilitated a meeting of A-2 and son of A-5 at his hospital 

where A-2 had provided the Chemistry subject questions to 

his  son against   which A-6 had received Rs.5 Lacs from 

A-5 which were allegedly recovered from the house of the 

sister of A-6. Thus, as per charge-sheet, the first allegation 

against A-5 is that he had procured the Chemistry questions 

from A-2 after paying the aforesaid hefty amount against the 

same  and  secondly,  he  had  shared  132  handwritten 

Chemistry  questions  in  his  own  handwriting  with  two 

students and these handwritten notes were recovered from 

one of the students whose mother had taken out the printout 

of the same. The images of the aforesaid questions stated to 
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have also been recovered from the mobile handset of A-5 

through  forensic  examination  though  after  the  leak  news 

surfaced, from his side, he had deleted the same. Besides, 

after the aforesaid exam was conducted, A-5 had released a 

video on social  media claiming that  he had predicted the 

entire Chemistry paper as all the questions shared by him 

appeared in the aforesaid exam. The statements of several 

witnesses regarding his  active involvement in dissemination 

of  the  leaked  questions  through  that  particular  modus 

operandi  have  also  been  recorded  which  have  also  been 

made part of the present charge-sheet. Besides, the CDRs of 

his mobile phone  have also been obtained and made part of 

the present charge-sheet to show his connection with the co-

accused persons.

(vi)  A-6  Dr.Manoj  Bhagwanrao  Shirure is  a  doctor  by 

profession  and  at  the  relevant  time,  he  was  running  a 

hospital  namely  Siddhivinayak  Hospital  at  Latur  and 

allegedly,  he  facilitated  A-2  in  dissemination  of  leaked 

Chemistry questions of the aforesaid exam. He provided two 

students  to  A-2  and  the  parents  of  both  these  candidates 

have paid Rs.3 Lacs each to A-2 for the said classes. During 

coaching,  A-2  had  provided  them  the  leaked  Chemistry 

questions.  Regarding  above,  the  statements  of  both  these 

candidates as well as their parents have been recorded under 

Section  180  BNSS (161  CrPC)  as  well  as  under  Section 

183(5) of BNSS (164 CrPC). As already discussed, besides 

facilitating the aforesaid candidates to A-2, allegedly, A-6 
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had also  facilitated  A-5  in  getting  his  son  the  Chemistry 

questions at his hospital  against  which he had taken Rs.5 

Lacs  from A-5 which have been recovered and seized. The 

statements  of  several  witnesses  regarding  the  active 

involvement of A-6 in dissemination of the leaked questions 

through  that  particular  modus  operandi  have  also  been 

recorded which are also made part  of the present charge-

sheet. The CDRs of the mobile phone numbers of A-6 have 

also  been  obtained  and  made  part  of  the  present  charge-

sheet. 

(vii) A-7 Manisha Sanjay Waghmare is  a private person but 

on the basis of the prosecution case and the material placed 

on record, it can be prima facie said that she is one of the 

prime  conspirators  of  the  entire  NEET  2026  Exam  leak 

syndicate  as  the  further  dissemination  of  the  leaked 

questions of two subjects (Biology and Chemistry) was from 

her end. Allegedly, A-7 was associated with A-1 & A-2 and 

she  was  working  as  their  agent  as  she  was  facilitating 

candidates  to  both  these  accused  persons  for  illegal 

monetary  gain.  Allegedly,  she  had  collected  the  money 

from  the  students  and  their  parents  for  these  accused 

persons. The evidence related to the money trail stated to 

has been collected during investigation. Allegedly, she was 

in  regular  touch  with  A-1  &  A-2  for  carrying  out  the 

aforesaid illegal activities and in this regard, relevant CDRs 

have  been  collected.  The  statements  of  the  candidates  as 

well as their parents and also the landlords and the owners 
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of  the  hotels  where  students  stayed  during  the  relevant 

period have also been recorded. Allegedly, she was not only 

working as commission agent for A-1 & A-2 but she was 

also indulged in selling the question paper of Biology and 

Chemistry. The dissemination of leaked questions to further 

part of the country started after A-7 had sold the question 

papers of these subjects to co-accused (A-8). The devices of 

A-7 containing digital evidences regarding leaked question 

papers  (mobile  handset  and  laptops)  stated  to  have  been 

seized and relevant digital evidence also stated to have been 

recovered  from  these  devices.  Thus,  it  is  mainly  alleged 

against   A-7 that  she had arranged candidates  for  special 

classes which were organized by A-1 & A-2 and she had 

collected  money  for  them  from  the  candidates  and  their 

parents. She had stored the leaked Biology and Chemistry 

material on her devices and got the same typed at the Dental 

Clinic  of  her  husband and thereafter,  she  sold  the  leaked 

questions before the scheduled date of examination to A-8. 

The  statements  of  several  witnesses  regarding  the  active 

involvement of A-7 in dissemination of the leaked questions 

through  that  particular  modus  operandi  have  also  been 

recorded  which  has  also  been  made  part  of  the  present 

charge-sheet.  Besides,  the  CDRs  of  her  mobile  phone 

number  for  establishing her  link  with  co-accused persons 

have  also  been  obtained  and  made  part  of  the  present 

charge-sheet.
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(viii)  A-8 Dhananjay Nivrutti Lokhande  is also a private 

person and allegedly,  he was closely associated with A-7 

and actively involved in  this paper leak. He had procured 

the leaked paper from A-7.  A-7  had a meeting with A-8 at 

the  dental  clinic  of  her  husband  on  20.04.2026  and 

21.04.2026  where  these  questions  were  got  typed  and 

processed.  After getting the same typed,  subsequently,  on 

27.04.2026, the xerox  copies of those documents containing 

the  leaked  questions  were  prepared.  Certain  persons  had 

assisted A-7 and A-8 in this regard and their statements u/s 

183 (5) BNSS have been recorded. Allegedly, A-8 had sold 

the  leaked  questions  further  to  A-9  for  monetary 

consideration. After the news about the leak surfaced, A-8 

destroyed his mobile handset which was containing the data 

related to leaked questions.  After his arrest  an amount of 

Rs.60,000/- was recovered from his car which he obtained 

by selling the leaked questions.  The statements of several 

witnesses  regarding  the  active  involvement  of  A-8  in 

dissemination of the leaked questions through that particular 

modus operandi have also been recorded which have also 

made part of the present charge-sheet. Besides, the relevant 

CDRs of his mobile phone have also been obtained to show 

that   A-8 was  in  regular  touch with  A-7  and  A-9 at  the 

relevant time. 

(ix)   A-9  Shubham Madhukar  Khairnar is  also  a  private 

person and another important link of exam leak syndicate as 

allegedly, he  had procured the leaked questions from A-8 
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for a promised consideration of Rs.25 Lac. After getting the 

leaked  questions  from A-8,  he  got  the  same  printed  and 

distributed the same to around eight students in the vicinity 

of  Nasik,  Maharashtra.  Besides,  A-9  had  also  sold  the 

leaked  questions  to  A-10  and  the  leaked  questions  were 

shared by A-9 with A-10 through Telegram App. Allegedly, 

A-9  had  received  hefty  amount  for  sharing  the  leaked 

questions  with  several  candidates  and also for  selling the 

same  to  A-10.  Likewise,  A-9  also  destroyed  his  mobile 

phone after the news about the exam leak broke out. The 

statements  of  several  witnesses  regarding  the  active 

involvement of A-9 in dissemination of the leaked questions 

through  that  particular  modus  operandi  were  recorded 

during investigation and same have been made part of the 

present  charge-sheet.  Besides,  the  CDRs  of  his  mobile 

phone  number  have  also  been  obtained  to  show  his 

connection with A-8 and A-10. 

(x)  A-10 Yash Yadav is also a private person and allegedly, 

he is very important link of this entire exam leak syndicate. 

A-10 was himself a candidate of NEET (UG) Exam 2026. 

Allegedly, he was  also indulged in the illegal activities of 

selling the leaked question paper. A-10 was the first accused 

who was arrested (13.05.2026) in this case and thereafter, 

the  details  related  to  the  entire  exam  leak  syndicate  got 

revealed  through  several  incriminating  evidence  collected 

from  him  and  at  his  instance.  His  mobile  handset  was 

recovered after his arrest and from his mobile phone several 
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files which contained the leaked questions were found and 

recovered.  A-10 had saved the  mobile  phone numbers  of 

A-9  in  his  mobile  phone  with  the  name  of  “Shubham 

Maharashtra”  and  “AP Broker”.  The  WhatsApp chat  that 

took place between A-10 and A-9 regarding the exchange of 

leaked questions paper and about collection of educational 

documents  as  security  from  the  candidates  and  their 

relatives has also been recovered.  Allegedly, he had cracked 

the deal for selling the questions with A-11  (A-11 and A-12 

are real brothers and A-13 is the son of A-11). Allegedly, 

A-11 had offered an amount of Rs.10 Lac to A-10 to buy the 

leaked  question  paper.  The  audio  files  regarding  these 

specific conversations stated to  have  also been recovered 

from  the  mobile  phone  of  A-11.  Since  this  amount  was 

agreed to be paid after exam, therefore, to secure the said 

promised amount, A-10 got the original testimonials of the 

son (who was also a NEET (UG) 2026 aspirant) of A-11 

deposited with one of his friends Yash Kakkar which were 

recovered  from  his  hostel  during  investigation.  The 

statements  of  several  witnesses  regarding  the  active 

involvement  of  A-10  in  dissemination  of  the  leaked 

questions through that particular modus operandi have also 

been recorded which have been made part  of  the  present 

charge-sheet.  Besides,  the  CDRs  of  his  mobile  phone 

number have also been obtained to show his link with the 

aforesaid co-accused persons. 
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(xi)  A-11 Mangilal Khatik @ Mangilal Biwal, A-12 Dinesh 

Biwall and A-13 Vikas Biwal are also private persons and 

they are  close  relatives.  Allegedly,  these  accused persons 

had not only purchased the leaked question paper of NEET 

(UG) 2026 for their family member  (son of A-11) but they 

also worked as part of the syndicate as they further sold the 

leaked  question  paper  to  several  candidates  and  in  this 

regard also the statements of several candidates have been 

recorded besides  the  recovery of  relevant  WhatsApp chat 

and  telegram chat.  As per charge-sheet, the chat recovered 

from the telegram  account of A-11 dated 29.04.2026 shows 

that  he  had  received  the  pdf files  containing  the  leaked 

questions  alongwith  answer  keys  forwarded  by  A-10. 

Allegedly, all these family members (A-11 to A-13) actively 

participated in  selling these  leaked questions  immediately 

after  receiving  the  same.  The  audio  files  containing  the 

discussions that took place amongst these accused persons 

stated  to  have  also  been  recovered  to  show  their  active 

involvement  in  this  exam  leak.  Allegedly,  these  accused 

persons  got several sets printed from a shop at Jaipur. For 

taking the print outs of question paper, A-11 had shared all 

these pdfs received by him from A-10 with the shopkeepers 

and all the electronic devices where these  pdf were found 

stored stated to  have  been recovered from the  said  shop. 

Allegedly,  A-12  was  actively  involved  with  his  brother 

(A-11) in selling/distribution of the leaked questions after 

getting the same printed. Likewise, allegedly, A-13 the son 
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of  A-11  was  also  involved  in  distributing  the  leaked 

questions. He was also actively arranging the candidates for 

leaked  questions.  Allegedly,  A-13  also  distributed  the 

leaked  questions  through  WhatApp to  several  candidates. 

The CDRs/WhatsApp chat  to establish that A-11 to A-13 

were in constantly touch with several candidates during the 

relevant  period  stated  to  have  also  been  obtained  during 

investigation. The statements of several witnesses regarding 

the active involvement of A-11 to 13 in dissemination of the 

leaked  questions  through  the  aforesaid  particular  modus 

operandi  have  also  been  recorded  which  have  also  been 

made part of the present charge-sheet. Besides, the CDRs of 

mobile phone of all these accused persons have also been 

obtained to show that A-11 was in regular touch with A-10 

and  A-11  to  A-13  were  in  regular  touch  with  several 

candidates at the relevant time.

4. In  view of  the  aforesaid  discussions,  it  is  prima  facie 

clear  from  the  overwhelming  incriminating  material 

collected by the CBI through an extensive investigation that 

all the aforementioned accused persons, in one manner or 

the other, formed part of the NEET (UG) 2026 Exam leak 

syndicate and each one of them have played an active role in 

dissemination and circulation of the aforesaid exam question 

paper of all three subjects. It also prima facie seems from 

the chargesheet that A-2 P.V Kulkarni was fully aware that 

there was no practice of frisking of the subject experts at the 

designated  place,  therefore,  he  took  advantage  of  the 

                                                                                             Page  20 of 22



situation  and  took  alongwith  him  the  chits/short  notes 

prepared by him discreetly while doing the translation work 

for his subject. Further, it is clear from the record that all 

these  three  experts  had  given  their  written  undertaking 

before they were engaged for this work that they will not 

share  any  part  of  the  NEET  (UG)  2026  Exam  related 

material with anyone in nay manner. All these  undertakings 

have been seized and placed on record (D-18, D-19, D-21, 

D-22 and D-23). This  prima facie  shows that these accused 

persons have committed the criminal breach of trust with the 

NTA  authority  which  engaged  them  for  the  purpose  of 

translation  of  NEET (UG)  2026  Exam question  paper  of 

their  respective  subjects.  Besides,  by  their  aforesaid  act, 

they have also prima facie committed criminal misconduct 

in  terms  of  Sec.  13  of  Prevention  of  Corruption  Act. 

Furthermore,  it is also prima facie clear from the record that 

all these subject experts (A-1 to A-3), in active conspiracy 

with other co-accused persons, have in order to obtain the 

illegal  monetary gain,  sold the exam related material  (the 

leaked  questions  of  their   respective  subjects)  to  the  co-

accused persons as well as several candidates in the guise of 

providing  coaching  to  them.  All  the  other  co-accused 

persons  have  also  committed  all  these  offences  in  active 

conspiracy with these subject experts. As per charge-sheet, 

accused persons have also destroyed/disposed of the leaked 

(NEET (UG) 2026 Exam material and some of them have 

destroyed  their  electronic  devices  also  containing  the 
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relevant  material.  Their  aforesaid  criminal  acts  are  fully 

covered within the the provisions of Sec. 3, 4, 5 of Public 

Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act 2024 which 

are punishable u/s 10 & 11 of this Act.  Thus, it  is prima 

facie clear that all these thirteen accused persons have prima 

facie committed the aforesaid offences in conspiracy with 

each  other  besides  committing  the  substantive  offences 

under the aforesaid Acts. Thus, I hereby take the cognizance 

of the offences u/s 61(2) r/w 238, 316(5), 317(2), 318(4) of 

BNS and Section 13(2)  r/w 13(1)(a)  of  PC Act  1988 (as 

amended in 2018) and Sec.10 r/w Sec. 3,4,5 and Sec.11 of 

Public Examinations (prevention of Unfair Means) Act 2024 

and also of the substantive offences thereof. 

Announced in the Open court
on 12.08.2026.

 (Ajay Gupta)
                      Special Judge (PC Act) (CBI)-25

Special Fast Track Court
           RADC/N.Delhi

  12.08.2026
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