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1. enua0m0en]s Miedle eHIs@ Vadivelu Thevar: Chinniah Servai vs

State Of Madras - 1957 Supreme(SC) 42, AIR 1957 SC 614 ag)am cHmMII@d
6D (@JD00 (JMYIQil aflgBB@OEM.

Hence, in our opinion, it is a sound and well-established rule of law that the
court is concerned with the quality and not with the quantity of the evidence
necessary for proving or disproving a fact. Generally speaking, oral testimony

in this context may be classified into three categories, namely:

(1) Wholly reliable.

(2) Wholly unreliable.

(3) Neither wholly reliable nor wholly unreliable.

12. In the first category of proof, the court should have no difficulty in coming
to its conclusion either way - it may convict or may acquit on the testimony of
a single withess, if it is found to be above reproach or suspicion of
interestedness, incompetence or subornation. In the second category, the
court equally has no difficulty in coming to its conclusion. It is in the third
category of cases, that the court has to be circumspect and has to look for

corroboration in material particulars by reliable testimony, direct or
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circumstantial. There is another danger in insisting on plurality of witnesses.
Irrespective of the quality of the oral evidence of a single witness, if courts
were to insist on plurality of witnesses in proof of any fact, they will be
indirectly encouraging subornation of witnesses. Situations may arise and do
arise where only a single person is available to give evidence in support of a
disputed fact. The court naturally has to weigh carefully such a testimony and
if it is satisfied that the evidence is reliable and free from all taints which tend
to render oral testimony open to suspicion, it becomes its duty to act upon

such testimony.
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