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"aeR wdfay Aelad-l Ysiel AIR 2009 SC 1822 Hon'ble Judges:D.K.Jain and R.M.Lodha JJ. Vakil Prasad Singh Versus State Of
Bihar <218 ddl dal e adf2 Aeiad suda 8 3, It is, therefore, well settled that the right to speedy trial in all criminal persecutions
is an inalienable right under Art. 21 of the Constitution. This right is applicable not only to the actual proceedings in court but also
includes within its sweep the preceding police investigations as well. The right to speedy trial extends equally to all criminal
prosecutions and is not confined to any particular category of cases. In every case, where the right to speedy trial is alleged to
have been infringed, the court has to perform the balancing act upon taking into consideration all the attendant circumstances,

enumerated above, and determine in each case whether the right to speedy trial has been denied in a given case.

25 Where the court comes to the conclusion that the right to speedy trial of an accus4ed has been infringed, the charges or the
conviction, as the case may be, may be quashed unless the court feels that having regard to the nature of offence and other

relevant circumstances, quashing of proceedings may not be in the interest of justice. In such a situation, it is open to the court to

make an appropriate order as it may deem just and equitable including fixation of time frame for conclusion of trial.
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TR SR, Gece Y . sl.ooc waarla F Al alu @ ru ol ot 19flud AL 2R ALY 5 1eil 20U L URI-9 HLsud @, 3 Tt is also for the court to take
into consideration any special features which apper in a particular case to consider whether it is expedient and in the interest of justice
to permit a prosecution to continue. This is so on the basis thatthe court cannot be utilized for any oblique purpose and where in the
opinion of the court chances of an ultimate conviction are bleak and therefore, no useful purpose is likely to be served by allowing a
criminal prosecution to continue, the court may while taking into consideration the special facts of a case also quash the proceeding een
though it may be at a preliminary state.Guzisd 4 & 1E1 31 . 215,211,209 3 . 51.¥¢.

On the question as to whether the Magistrate can acquit an accused at all under Section 251A (11), Cr. P. C., if the prosecution failed to
produce their witnesses, a Division Bench of the Gujarat High Court observed in State of Gujarat v. Bava Bhadya (1962)'2 Cri LJ 537 (2), as
follows:

Madras High Court The State (Tamil Nadu) vs Veerappan And Ors. on 24 March, 1980 Equivalent citations: AIR 1980 Mad
260

Coming now to these appeals, we might note here that the offences with which the respondents-accused have been charged are offences
under Sec. 4 (1) (b) of the Tamil Nadu Prohibition Act, and those prosecutions were launched nearly four years ago. Furthermore the prosecution had
not, in spite of notices, attempted to produce the witnesses and in fact were quite non-cooperative in their attitude. In view of those circumstances,
while pointing out that the acquittal of the respondents accused in the circumstances of these cases is not proper, inasmuch as the court had not
discharged itsduty as indicated by us as above, we do not want to interfere with that acquittal at this length of time and hence we dismiss these
appeals.
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the court to take into consideration any special features which apper in a particular case to consider whether it is expedient and in the
interest of justice to permit a prosecution to continue. This is so on the basis that the court cannot be utilized for any oblique purpose
and where in the opinion of the court chances of an ultimate conviction are bleak and therefore, no useful purpose is likely to be served
by allowing a criminal prosecution to continue, the court may while taking into consideration the special facts of a case also quash the
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