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353. Assault or criminal force to deter public servant
from discharge of his duty.

Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any
person being a public servant in the execution of his
duty as such public servant, or with intent to prevent
or deter that person from discharging his duty as such
public servant, or in consequence of anything done or
attempted to be done by such person in the lawful

discharge of his duty as such public servant, shall be
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punished with imprisonment of either description for a
term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or

with both.
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Delay in lodging in FIR without any explanation.

In Satpal Singh v. State of Haryana, (2010) 8 SCC

714 the Supreme Court has observed:
"15. This Court has consistently highlighted the
reasons, objects and means of prompt lodging of FIR.
Delay in lodging FIR more often than not, results in
embellishment and exaggeration, which is a creature
of an afterthought. A delayed report not only gets
bereft of the advantage of spontaneity, the danger of
the introduction of a result of deliberations and
consultation, also creeps in, casting a serious doubt on
its veracity. Thus, FIR is to be filed more promptly and
if there is any delay, the prosecution must furnish a
satisfactory explanation for the same of the reason
that in case the substratum of the evidence given by
the complainant/informant is found to be unreliable,
the prosecution case has to be rejected in its entirety.
[Vide: State of Andhra Pradesh v. M. Madhusudhan Rao
(2008) 15 SCC 582]"
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The Hon'ble Supreme Court in Kishan Singh Vs.
Gurpal Singh, (2010) 8 SCC 775 with regard to the
effect of delay in lodging FIR has held as under:

"22. In cases where there is a delay in lodging a FIR,
the Court has to look for a plausible explanation for
such delay. In absence of such an explanation, the
delay may be fatal. The reason for quashing such
proceedings may not be merely that the allegations
were an after thought or had given a colored version
of events. In such cases the court should carefully
examine the facts before it for the reason that a
frustrated litigant who failed to succeed before the
Civil Court may initiate criminal proceedings just to
harass the other side with malafide intentions or the
ulterior motive of wreaking vengeance on the other
party. Chagrined and frustrated litigants should not be
permitted to give vent to their frustrations by cheaply
invoking the jurisdiction of the criminal court. The
court proceedings ought not to be permitted to
degenerate into a weapon of harassment and
persecution. In such a case, where an FIR is lodged
clearly with a view to spite the other party because of
a private and personal grudge and to enmesh the
other party in long and arduous criminal proceedings,
the court may take a view that it amounts to an abuse
of the process of law in the facts and circumstances of
the case. (vide :Chandrapal Singh &Ors. Vs. Maharaj
Singh &Anr., AIR 1982 SC 1238; State of Haryana
&Ors. Vs. Ch. Bhajan Lal &Ors., AIR 1992 SC 604; G.
Sagar Suri &Anr. Vs. State of U.P. &Ors., AIR 2000 SC
754; and Gorige Pentaiah Vs. State of A.P. &Ors.,
(2008) 12 SCC 531).

In Jai Prakash Singh Vs. State of Bihar, (2012) 4 SCC
379, Hon'ble Supreme Court has held that
extraordinary delay in lodging of FIR raises grave
doubt regarding the truthfulness of allegations. The
Hon'ble Court held as under:

"12. The FIR in a criminal case is a vital and valuable
piece of evidence though may not be substantive
piece of evidence. The object of insisting upon prompt
lodging of the FIR in respect of the commission of an
offence is to obtain early information regarding the
circumstances in which the crime was committed, the
names of actual culprits and the part played by them
as well as the names of eye- witnesses present at the
scene of occurrence. If there is a delay in lodging the
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FIR, it looses the advantage of spontaneity, danger
creeps in of the introduction of coloured version,
exaggerated account or concocted story as a result of
large number of consultations/deliberations.
Undoubtedly, the promptness in lodging the FIR is an
assurance regarding truth of the informant's version. A
promptly lodged FIR reflects the first hand account of
what has actually happened, and who was responsible
for the offence in question."

Relying upon the judgment of Jai Prakash Singh (supra), in
Manoj Kumar Sharma and others Vs. State of Chhattisgarh
and another, (2016) 9 SCC 1, Hon'ble Supreme Court has
held that delay in lodging FIR often results in
embellishment, which is a creature of an afterthought and
on account of delay, FIR not only gets bereft of advantage
of spontaneity, danger of coloured version or exaggerated
story being introduced in FIR, creeps in. It further held that
extraordinary delay in lodging FIR raises grave doubt
about the truthfulness of allegations made therein. The
material contradictions in the testimony of witness.
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