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et adier| 3t gHar / Afgua fe
06/2023 ATel RIRE
14. | g | sfimcd ofdsr gsT | 12.05.2015 (21.09.2015 | 4 918 9 fF
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et ardter| S et / sfiwch
07/2023 | HRMETS TIRE
15. | ey | sfimd gfayr ger | 12.05.2015 [21.09.2015 | 4 718 9 fo
et ardter| S et / sfich
08/2023 | FfFIRT aRE
16. | e~ | sfimd) ufdyr der | 23.04.2016 |13.06.2016 8 1 HT8 21
et e St grem / giaw f&
15/2023 | oITe] Tidell ANE
17. | freaifag | sfigdt ufdeam ger | 23.04.2016 |13.06.2016 | 1 HT8 21
et e S gHar / o fe
16/2023 | <ATeT Fidell FiNE
18. | foeaifag | sfigdt ufdwm ger | 23.04.2016 |13.06.2016| 1 HT8 21
et st S gHar / o fe1
17/2023 | ol Tidell iNg
(14) PATHPATI SUBBA REDDY (DIED) VS THE SPECIAL

DEPUTY COLLECTOR (LA) 2024 INSC 286

The law of limitation is founded on public policy. It is enshrined in
the legal maxim “interest reipublicae ut sit finis litium” i.e. it is for
the general welfare that a period of limitation be put to litigation.
The object is to put an end to every legal remedy and to have a
fixed period of life for every litigation as it is futile to keep any
litigation or dispute pending indefinitely. Even public policy
requires that there should be an end to the litigation otherwise it
would be a dichotomy if the litigation is made immortal vis-a-vis
the litigating parties i.e. human beings, who are mortals.

The courts have always treated the statutes of limitation and
prescription as statutes of peace and repose. They envisage that a
right not exercised or the remedy not availed for a long time ceases
to exist. This is one way of putting to an end to a litigation by
barring the remedy rather than the right with the passage of time.

Section 3 of the Limitation Act in no uncertain terms lays down
that no suit, appeal or application instituted, preferred or made
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after the period prescribed shall be entertained rather dismissed
even though limitation has not been set up as a defence subject to
the exceptions contained in Sections 4 to 24 (inclusive) of the
Limitation Act.

Section 3(1) of the Limitation Act, for the sake of convenience, is
reproduced hereinbelow: “3. Bar of limitation.- (1) Subject to the
provisions contained in sections 4 to 24 (inclusive), every suit
instituted, appeal preferred, and application made after the
prescribed period shall be dismissed, although limitation has not
been set up as a defence.”

In Collector, Land Acquisition, Anantnag and Ors. vs. Katiji
and Ors.2 (1987) 2 SCC 107, this Court in advocating the liberal
approach in condoning the delay for ‘sufficient cause’ held that
ordinarily a litigant does not stand to benefit by lodging an appeal
late; it is not necessary to explain every day’s delay in filing the
appeal; and since sometimes refusal to condone delay may result in
throwing out a meritorious matter, it is necessary in the interest of
justice that cause of substantial justice should be allowed to prevail
upon technical considerations and if the delay is not deliberate, it
ought to be condoned. Notwithstanding the above, howsoever,
liberal approach is adopted in condoning the delay, existence of
‘sufficient cause’ for not filing the appeal in time, is a condition
precedent for exercising the discretionary power to condone the
delay. The phrases ‘liberal approach’, ‘justice oriented approach’
and cause for the advancement of ‘substantial justice’ cannot be
employed to defeat the law of limitation so as to allow stale
matters or as a matter of fact dead matters to be revived and re-
opened by taking aid of Section 5 of the Limitation Act.

It must always be borne in mind that while construing ‘sufficient
cause’ in deciding application under Section 5 of the Act, that on
the expiry of the period of limitation prescribed for filing an
appeal, substantive right in favour of a decree-holder accrues and
this right ought not to be lightly disturbed. The decree-holder treats
the decree to be binding with the lapse of time and may proceed on
such assumption creating new rights.

In Magbul Ahmad and Ors. vs. Onkar Pratap Narain Singh
and Ors..I.R. 1935 PC 85, it had been held that the court cannot
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grant an exemption from limitation on equitable consideration or
on the ground of hardship. The court has time and again repeated
that when mandatory provision is not complied with and delay is
not properly, satisfactorily and convincingly explained, it ought not
to condone the delay on sympathetic grounds alone.

In this connection, a reference may be made to Brijesh Kumar
and Ors. vs. State of Haryana and Ors.2014 (4) SCALE 50
wherein while observing, as above, this Court further laid down
that if some person has obtained a relief approaching the court just
or immediately when the cause of action had arisen, other persons
cannot take the benefit of the same by approaching the court at a
belated stage simply on the ground of parity, equity, sympathy and
compassion

In Basawaraj and Anr. vs. Special Land Acquisition
Officer(2013) 14 SCC 81 , this Court held that the discretion to
condone the delay has to be exercised judiciously based upon the
facts and circumstances of each case. The expression ‘sufficient
cause’ as occurring in Section 5 of the Limitation Act cannot be
liberally interpreted if negligence, inaction or lack of bona fide is
writ large. It was also observed that even though limitation may
harshly affect rights of the parties but it has to be applied with all
its rigour as prescribed under the statute as the courts have no
choice but to apply the law as it stands and they have no power to
condone the delay on equitable grounds.

(15) ufdfir srfefaad, 1963 & IgEt 122 &1 uEyH-
TGS & AT & HRUT AT AANIST &b 19T &b HRUT AT 3MefrenT 6
Al & @ H o § IRIherd! a1 @9 & ol UfAfd 7 7 rIwerdT &
BRU TINS5 T a18 A7 Ul a7 GATTAIDT A1 G-I o folg 3
T JATacH B $ folgl Jrggat 122 5 aREMT & i fd @iRe 8m
6 oI T IRY BT &1 IWRIh Tft Yoo § i i & 91 Tl
Ifeq o S Faar & o @5 off 9g1fde eRur 8F1 a1fey, u_g
SWRIh Tt TeRun § s o Tgrfded HRU SSRIT 8N B

(16) 31d: SRRh WAl § I8 T BT & fb BT S9! &
FRAT & Sl qad &, 7 b S S e MfYHRI R A &, Afeq weEd
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ON N o\ =4

[Ifeifeas A Sffufee™ X1 Heafiic 7 worh fohar a1 8, OFaT orgare
g "B Had S AR Dl FERIAT BT & Sl Tl &, 7 b DY Y 3
PRI R 17

(17) S 2 H T dlfolddT H IERIT ThRul &b Fag H Jg T
21 @M & & ardl/amdes gRT uga 18 ool ¥ faeft 7 off g @
HRUT T T8I BT T 8 AR 9 & 0 I SEAE, F1&d Jh_ol o
ot fhd T & O I8 T &1 9 & S foeie arfoid ewor & fasar
g ORI a1c/3Taed & S facis HIRT B & SURIT b JIfABRI &
AT 39 =TT gRT o1 7 7 9 |

(18) URUMH: SWRIh T IR0 ST it Suds FHR Hieret,
Yo RJdeR ~IRTERT a-01, I §RT fafder eaeR arg wHid 33/15
(sfTrcht T gueT faeg eRfde IR UosT aRe) # 316 03.09.2022
o g i sy fRAfeRdTa 89 ¥ g a1 Srar 8 iR srdterneff &
3R & wRqa fafde fAfde enfied aRélH 8M ¥ g &t SIrelt 2 |
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