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Merely by declaration of being a juvenile does not
entitle a juvenile in conflict with law to be released on
bail as a matter of right. The act has a solemn purpose
to achieve betterment of juvenile offenders but it is not
a shalter home for those juvenile offenders who have got
criminal proclivities and a criminal psychology. It has a
reformative approach but does not completely shun
retributive theory. Legislatutre has preserved larger
interest of society even in cases of bail to a juvenile. The
Act seeks to achieve moral, physical and psychological
betterment of juvenile offender and therefore if, it is
found that the ends of justice will be defeated or that
goal desired by the legislature can be achieved by
detaining a juvenile offende in a juvenile home, bail can
be denied to him. This is perceptible from phraseology of
Section 12 itself. Legislature in its wisdom has therefore
carved out exceptions to the rule of bail to a juvenile.
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The gravity of the offence is certainly relevant
though not decisive. It is this relevance amongst other
factors where gravity of the offence committed works
and serves as a guide to grant or refulse bail in
conjunction with other relevant factors to refule bail on
the last ground mentioned in the proviso to Section
12(1) of the Act, that is to say, on ground that release
would “defeat the ends of justice.”
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