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AT ITd9 IR gRT I8 geufdd fohar am & fh- “The aforesaid

judgments lay down the basic principle that ordinarily the evidence of a
prosecutrix should not be suspect and should be believed, the more so
as her statement has to be evaluated at par with that of an injured
witness and if the evidence is reliable, no corroboration is necessary.
Undoubtedly, the aforesaid observations must carry the greatest weight
and we respectfully agree with them, but at the same time they cannot
be universally and mechanically applied to the facts of every case of
sexual assault which comes before the Court. It cannot be lost sight of
that rape causes the greatest distress and humiliation to the victim but
at the same time a false allegation of rape can cause equal distress,
humiliation and damage to the accused as well. The accused must also
be protected against the possibility of false implication, particularly
where a large number of accused are involved. It must, further, be
borne in mind that the broad principle is that an injured witness was
present at the time when the incident happened and that ordinarily
such a witness would not tell a lie as to the actual assailants, but there
IS no presumption or any basis for assuming that the statement of such

a witness is always correct or without any embellishment or

exaggeration.” ¥U¥ g b Jg SUYRUN & & ST Tl fh FaAdR Pt
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