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2. Under Sec. 11(3) of the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947 the Labour Court,
undoubtedly, has the power to compel production of documents and material
objects. However, before the Labour Court could order production and
inspection of documents, it has to be satisfied as to the relevancy of such
documents on the basis of the material that may be produced before it. This can
be done by the applicant seeking production by setting out the necessary facts
and contentions in the application, pointing out the necessity for producing
those documents having regard to their nature and the manner in which they
are to be relied upon. The power conferred on the industrial forum for getting

the documents produced, is not intended to enable any litigant to embark upon
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a fishing inquiry, with a hope to search for some material, on which reliance
could be placed. This is not to say that in a fit case, after the appropriate
material is placed on record and the necessity for production is pointed out, the
Tribunal cannot order production of relevant documents, which would be
necessary for the purpose of the adjudication of the dispute. It is obvious from
the contents of the application made by the respondent that no effort
whatsoever was made to indicate as to for what purpose the production was
being sought and in what manner the documents were intended to be relied
upon. The application for production, in the instant case, did not contain any
material, to which the Labour Court could have applied its mind to determine
the relevancy of the documents and to come to the conclusion whether the
production should be ordered or not. If the purpose behind getting the
documents mentioned at item 1 of the application was to bring home the point
that the financial condition of the petitioner was sound, then that purpose is,
obviously, already served by the endorsement made on behalf of the petitioner,
below that application; and, even before us, the learned Counsel appearing for
the petitioner categorically stated that the petitioner will never put up any
defence of financial condition not being sound, because, in fact, the condition of
the petitioner was sound enough to meet with any demand, which may be

countenanced by the Labour Court on tenable grounds.
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