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AASRS  Sloall BLRIIYE Sl "YIdIg] HERJISol AGE WA SU
QU IGIEL SAIHT A1 olef]l. A H12 SIS uel Slojoll AH[Ua (o1 o1ef],
SREI § WRIdIo] HERAISol AS HIYICHS UISUT B. A1 JACE Al A[E[614 of

gldl 8di uel derRkls Ad uudlad 8. ¥R YIdldl JERisol (A AU
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SAIHT A1 IR A1 A[E[c1uH0fl sSAH— 2 2A2a 241 SAHOI G119 AHYUIH]
A1 8. sREl S, Alofld dl alA16fld ACET UV EY SUIHT AR 8.
SIg &lssdof 2dlca 5 ofloizdlcy AIfcid Hiolg d HeJuisolall &HIdl 8.
AIH, Y19l YAiSal Acielld sioel] Slo1d1ef d21i Adi, AR 1Al
AIAMUd 2ol STRUIE UL EUIRI % SAIHT A1 YRI9] EURI A1[CId &AH &I
dl dARMRAG Joliféd A oled SYRAIol &Rl ASRY. R
AHRIYIA A10fl 2412V 2ol STRJUIE URH €UIRI %Y SAIH] AIAA YIY] EUIRI
Alfld 8Ad of &l dl ARG sPRdIst 5]l ASIY alle. i,
sAuieuioll yraiell qaAfa el A1ofla 82 arRiiclla eddiofl ufs
AIRA YR1910] YRAiSalall 191 8. SI¥elR] siRidielHl YRidiofl ofi%] s2l2u1eu
GuR 8 8. s3RuIEUd Uldiofl alssdl cisiel uR 28] u1cfla saldll 8ly 8.
SI¥eld] siidiglell dHIH doiss YIdlal oil%] SAURY ARIUIRAT GUR vid]

ol®fl. sRu1eud) Hiot Acidldal « eaiigdiod] ald] aiefl, g 2RIV WRe]

aglda (oiRisuel 19ofl :isiefl W2 Ya1R $d19] 28 8.

288 Urell Y19lg] AHACUI HCJiSol :—

Y&l 6ioiR—09 A8l 02 ofl 21Ysd YUl : -

(29)

AeRg s1A AR Alell 4519wl YRaRr salddl ¥dicield]
sRYUIEU UR 8d 8. sRRUIEUA AHis— v ] sRRUIE] FlasIAdl iRFIMIES
gAIdlal 1Al dUIRAE 8. Al 4Rl dHofl 2AdUIRAHI AT dHall E12011 UISIHI
ofled] adl R AR RAgd 2ugRie oA dlal vieiloll 119 sl gl
aisslefl HRd, e sRUIEIR A sRuIE dAIAT Adi, "I JAgHMHIES
ARidIMIY dA1dl olloll AseH GSRAYS 2JA il 2A1d GWR dell Ulsall
o113l Zlsyssloll HIR HRUI dFRlA." A1, A€ sRAUIE(l AdURI d@l
Ais—au ] 2% sRYIEHT AR sRUIEl IFRall SUI 0119 1 S3A d 49
[ARAgIeIN] &slsd 35S W AH1Ad & ol AHRIUIRA sRUIElA disslell HiRd

gldiol] aslsd sRAUIE] ediRl ¥RIIAd 8, AR AR dissle] #Rd sldid
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eslsa dxilofl sRuieH ¥L11dd oiefl. ¥l sRUIE] ediRl Aloll ARAUIRAAHI
qaRriell  dgl  [Rigi]  eslsa 388 W AAd 8. dgai
sRAEIA 2auRdHi ARl sRYUIElA HRAl &dl dHal 'dd HRI dIS]
Aol dldd 8" dd wedd 8, wRyR Ais—au &l sRAUIEHI clolidg SREI
AHRIIRAA dilal Yol 9212 G352 2113 A41dd wHlainiell #1dlef duIRl s3
[€9d gldiof ¥LI1Ad 8. AIH, Glolld 2ol SRRIHI ULl [ARdiciN] &slsd
35S R A1A 8. dgHi sRAUIE] edRl ciRAIYU dRSofl GazdurRii 2dIsRd
8 S, § ARUR SAUU| €dIviial 2R-Jd oefl. Aciot SIAg] 3SS ol Adi
sRUIEUA Ais—5 I sRUIENG ARUR AL](552 Y VA 8. F duIel ddi
SRAUIEIRA dl.a¢/ 0¢ /2027 ofl A%¥all GlolldHi dullal &1 UAd eldidl] (822]
AN 8. AIH, A€ SRUERA 1UA YRid] slxoe, AdRIcd Aol 22dT
sAIdIZlell w1 1ddl of &lY, AER SRAUIElel AsHIY YRl

AIYR ARIA sRdlal 521 ASI aigl.

(2?) qgHi sRAIEUR Ais—a5 &l A18E AofldiGial Udueg aeidl
olldAlal dURId 8. A€ AIBE edRl AR AGAHISA SRAUIEIA HIR HIRM
&ldliaf Vol AER Galldofl ¥l d=ilal Als] edRl JA @ldlg] ¥2IIAd 8. AHIH,
AER AIBE YRI] (22 2U3Uall Uef B & al GollUHi Q| clold dl
AHRIlell Ad g &dl d 243 d=l sigf weid] 5 dH oefl. Fell A€ A418E0T
WRidl  gRuleuzid Heesu g A5 dd a@l.  agai
sRUIEUR Ais—¢ &l AIBE BeadHcid iR Uy ol Il dURIE 8.
axl 4R uel dAlof] ARAURIHI AHRIU]
AAIFA  sRAUIElD dIsslotl Aquiel Ylsall o113 HIRA &l Aol 2A1d GUR
elgel HRA &ldig wIdd 8. A ABE Rl AR diss]
qs sRuIElad HR HRA &ldig) YRIIdd 8, WRUR Ais—u ofl sRulexH

A&l AIBES AUIRA S01R AUHAER 301301l [G1dEIH] AER ClallUHi dISS]

as AR sRuUIElA HIR HRd el ddl sIg eslsd weIdd «el.
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Fefl UPHIUR A€ &Slsd SIE 3013 wLIAd O, dYHI AER AUIBE
EYIRI ARAURIHI Glolld Glalido] SRRl diig) %IS SRUIE] oIy A1ddl
d oiod a@l %dla clioide Holgu Udg el dH xeldd 8,
WG AER AIBE €UIRI AV dUIRI S01R WHAER 36130l [G1AEaiHi HIE]
dAYICI SAIgf SIREI ¥RIHAM 8. IH, HER HIBE YRIUIHI URI deiRiofl A&

[QRIgI]  eslsd 3ss w2 Alddl  &ly, A AIBEl  YRAd]

sR1eUial HeE3U A AS AH aie.

(a3) gy sRuieudl Ais—oc¢ &l uis—10 Yelall  UaliI
AgRiglol WAl duRldl 8, WG  UAAIBEl  Udlidld]
gslsdal AHIN AHYol SA of &I, AER UABAIBEISl YR el
sRAUIEURIal HEEIU YUY AS dH oiefl. dgHi dis—2w9 &l A1zE YN
GRAId1 olllal dURIE 8. Al €41 Gialld 243 SIS &slsd %ILIdl aigl &ldlig]
¥211Ad &lef dilal [AHU AIBE X182 SA &ldI 8di FIUIEULIcl HEEIU &S
A5 Adl Y191 388 W st did] asd oel. 1H, A€ AIBEall Y1

YRl sRU1EUSIal HEEIU Y RAS dH ole].

(¥) qgHi sRAIEUS Ais— &l siseR [Earicid ¥Riddeig Ales)]
oidlal dulRdd 8. dull &Rl dl.AG/0c /0% ol A%Y AUR 10:wR
SAIS SRUIE] ARUR HIZ AIAA &dl. AER SIS2R HIBE AAUIRAHI &1 F¥HQI |
gl ofldall &I @il ¥HR oIy Yeoll ¢i13 &ldio) ¥CIdd 8. &ldoall
sioll sRUIE dAID Adi sRAUIE] 1Rl Al ARIYIRA Ulsall o419, 2lidal
Ci19l &% S eldlg) ¥I1dd &q. HIH, AR §RUIEl sRuIE d&l e
SI1se AIBE AHIUA ARUR 243 [AAgIeiN] eslsd 3sS W AH1dd 8.
qgHi AE SRAUIEIA ol ool AIR AS ([€4A GllE ARUIR AUl 2Jd
8, ¥ Hisl ARUR Al V43 g Slef 2ure SREI AAIA SIUIEH] § SIE AN

¥eldd oel.
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(au) YYHI AUIR SR HHAER EURI AR SH dUIRS oA Ialof]
gslsa «LI1dd 8. WRg GWRISA S UUT Yl SRAUIEL / &XIUIHGIR HIBE
Al oy AIREl edRl Ais—au &l Y sRule eslsaell [ARAgcN] agl
qaRie] eslsa ¥dd 8. F&f ASHIYN AUIRA SR AHAERG YRAUI UR
AR AUl ARG dsfdisl sgd]l USRI i8], 1M, SRAUEUL

Ais—au &l 2% sRAUIE Sl A1zEall YRAYIE A1[Cid SAIH] [ovgn 28

N

& Ao del auRididi AH1dd  Aisedl Y4l ARIURAG  otiall
1 As19( 388 U2 ¥ 2H1Ad of€fl. agjai $RUIEN el AR SRRUIE S
[€ad 1Sl AA1udl 2icid SIef eslsa weldd o], ¥ell sRule His] 2Hiug

d sRUIEU HI2 81dS & A Adll AEIAd] HIolg B. AR SIA ARIUIAlI
[Q.a.9, &Rl edld 53 Ad] oAl d19d B 5 sidd syl s [Edall
[Adot alle Il A1l & % sTNAIE] dHY Aol Aciel]A &RI ARV
U(Cald A0 d s3laIEal] 2410 5121 s3laie AN & ddHy A€ ([AdA olioid
SIAIEL/ o9 UlHaliRalIRAIA S sRRRN ¥RIAd oiefl. 21 A06i8 dlIHER
A4 Aelddoall oflA Yxoioll YSIEIHI MRUINA S RLsidl Lia ddl
A1oY B,

2023 (0) AIJEL-SC 72825

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

(FROM - MADRAS HIGH COURT)

Hon'ble Judges: B.R.Gavai, Dipankar Datta, Aravind Kumar

Sekaran Versus State Of Tamil Nadu

"11. We start with the FIR, to which exception has been taken by the appellant
urging that there has been no satisfactory explanation for its belated
registration. It is trite that merely because there is some delay in lodging an
FIR, the same by itself and without anything more ought not to weigh in the
mind of the courts in all cases as fatal for the prosecution. A realistic and
pragmatic approach has to be adopted, keeping in mind the peculiarities of each
particular case, to assess whether the unexplained delay in lodging the FIR is an
afterthought to give a coloured version of the incident, which is sufficient to

corrode the credibility of the prosecution version. In cases where delay occurs,
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it has to be tested on the anvil of other attending circumstances. If on an overall
consideration of all relevant circumstances it appears to the court that the delay
in lodging the FIR has been explained, mere delay cannot be sufficient to
disbelieve the prosecution case; however, if the delay is not satisfactorily
explained and it appears to the court that cause for the delay had been
necessitated to frame anyone as an accused, there is no reason as to why the
delay should not be considered as fatal forming part of several factors to vitiate
the conviction.

15. Moving on to the oral testimony of the witnesses, what we have to bear in

mind is section 134 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 ("Evidence Act",

hereafter) and the categorization of oral testimony into witnesses who are (i)
wholly reliable; (ii) wholly unreliable; and (iii) neither wholly reliable nor
wholly unreliable. It is not the quantity but the quality of evidence that would
matter."

1A, | SIdall SABIEAIRAIRA slddl] s2Ru1E HIS] 211 sREeNYl A4Nd d
sicid sig dixoll ydRll s oefl. AR Al sioid sFRUIEURIs SA3H
digofl Risl Bcus 52 8 AR A SIA sTBIElA sl SRENRAR &ldd] s3luIE
HIS] A1UE & doll Yd RN 52d ol€f] ¥ 65151 285 UR &lY $3lu1EURIall S0l
aslloisdl 8. AHIed A sAUIE [Adaiell 241ud] dedl HIxe glau1eu2ial
5 32d ¢ ¥dl odl URg ([Adaie]l dudl Hize] AU SRRI § YR
HECUoll & % | SIA 5u0] 28S A di wRIIE Aidg ofel.

AIH, GURISA 1Y YRIdIg) HRAISal Sl $3IAIE] /o UldotRall YRId]
cogent, worthy and sterling quality " ofl RIg A1dd] oiell. ¥el
WYINd 2Ad Rittid Hxol 2o AHaisiF] YA %33 ool @ 8.
&lI&URoll 3AH1 dUIRAIRIA GuR AAT 83] d H¥ol ot % AIsel $31AIEla
AdA1—2icit]] gldigf FRIR AT & dHx HIA S3NAIElall A211 RAciEd] eldl
Al dflell YA slesiS s3] sy olel uig &ldell sIA YA Fdi
s3A1euet AR A3ty deldd isiefl U A1fcld s3] Asd ofefl. K
Gulsa uAT s siRuEloll URRAMA, uAd Ysielall Hidledls Rituidl qa
glcioll SI3 %Y & SAJYIE Uil AHY Y] Ial Adl AR Aidall
AHIAMNd ofl .. 2ARAefl sEH-1U(R) A1 Ur dUIB Adl YXCloll ailg]
dgldd [aRisull YRAR sl SARAE U2t [odsa [o1asd ey, AeR
ARG ofl Aot 240l sAH—U(R) A8 Ux dAIA Adl Y Gl
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ot dsAlRdlat 52A] 2SI aigl.

(qu) AHIH, 818 GURell ZAHI ARIUIRA A1A AR oA1 2AlBdl SHH — 3UR
HY¥oioll A1AU &dial Adidi 2419 dl, ARNURAIRA Rieiydse s3l1€lof
AHUHlal s2lal dol Adl BeBRI2a) SR AU &Iy F&f] GeRAYS ¥ d RUfsd
%182 AAseIilcloll ¢idl 82 AHYY] IYail 83] A dail SIS Y1l 385 W H1dd
olefl. ¥efl GIRAR oI A(Bdl SHH — 33U YCloll oGlall dcl YXGiall
Wwidl - suieual 3ss W didl usd aefl. el 2RI
iR o1 (Bl SEHH — 3UR HYX¥Cloll 1A VU Yaildi €N A ASIU

algl.

(as) g, 21 sIA AR A1A HRAIY o1y 24(Bdl sad — 3ua(R)(3)
Yool A1AU RAHI 2A419d 8, Ug AR uaslell sdligld
AHRIUIRAIEY 52 81> 5 ¢4 81U ol doll 18 dHol DAY 252 g 2R Bl
Aol Add dHal ol AR oflA Mag usg &l ddl sig Yridl

SRAUIEIRA 2y Avd ofell. ayai, 3111 oll is—w ofl eida AHall
WA ARIRAIRA sl tis—uas] A1) @l Adl A Y19l AHANd

alefl. A1H, ldall AUSE ollH. AUIRU AEIAdal] HIBIHE UINIE AHal Ao
[A3e0 222 A1 Y. Ul. 2023 LiveLaw (SC) 624 : 2023 INSC 683 oil YSIEIHI

Wi of.2u &1 29 elal Adl AU12Y YIRS F of | YO &:

" 25. Section 504 of the IPC contemplates intentionally insulting a person and
thereby provoking such person insulted to breach the peace or intentionally
insulting a person knowing it to be likely that the person insulted may be
provoked so as to cause a breach of the public peace or to commit any other
offence. Mere abuse may not come within the purview of the section. But, the
words of abuse in a particular case might amount to an intentional insult
provoking the person insulted to commit a breach of the public peace or to
commit any other offence. If abusive language is used intentionally and is of

such a nature as would in the ordinary course of events lead the person insulted
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to break the peace or to commit an offence under the law, the case is not taken
away from the purview of the Section merely because the insulted person did
not actually break the peace or commit any offence having exercised
selfcontrol or having been subjected to abject terror by the offender. In judging
whether particular abusive language is attracted by Section 504, IPC, the court
has to find out what, in the ordinary circumstances, would be the effect of the
abusive language used and not what the complainant actually did as a result of
his peculiar idiosyncrasy or cool temperament or sense of discipline. It is the
ordinary general nature of the abusive language that is the test for considering
whether the abusive language is an intentional insult likely to provoke the
person insulted to commit a breach of the peace and not the particular conduct

or temperament of the complainant.

26. Mere abuse, discourtesy, rudeness or insolence, may not amount to an
intentionalinsult within the meaning of Section 504, IPC if it does not have the
necessary element of being likely to incite the person insulted to commit a
breach of the peace of an offence and the other element of the accused
intending to provoke the person insulted to commit a breach of the peace or
knowing that the person insulted is likely to commit a breach of the peace.
Each case of abusive language shall have to be decided in the light of the facts
and circumstances of that case and there cannot be a general proposition that no
one commits an offence under Section 504, IPC if he merely uses abusive
language against the complainant. In King Emperor v. Chunnibhai Dayabhai,
(1902) 4 Bom LR 78, a Division Bench of the Bombay High Court pointed out
that:-

“To constitute an offence under Section 504, I.P.C. it is sufficient if the insult is
of a kind calculated to cause the other party to lose his temper and say or do
something violent. Public peace can be broken by angry words as well as

deeds.”

(Emphasis supplied)

27. A bare perusal of Section 506 of the IPC makes it clear that a part of it
relates to criminal intimidation. Before an offence of criminal intimidation is

made out, it must beestablished that the accused had an intention to cause
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alarm to the complainant. "

~

AIH, Gsd YSIEIHI 8JA9d 8 § ¥ @fsdal 241l gas] vHIudiHI
A1Ad el d QUlsd AAlaidH 241d] 2R-d 8l al AHidl Al 1def] ¢edld
e A% GRI%ol SIF S| HAAH YA &1 Al Y141 35S UR A19d] F1gf.
ol 1] YA SFRAIEURT AHEIA 1 3SS WR A AHIUYIHT AASN B 1 ]
saH—-U05(R) ( eiRdlY o1y AlBdl saH — 3u(2)(3)) ol odl YuR
&Ad] of AR, 618 Well [SRA1:41 ULl s3AIE] AHY A18EIo] A10iE URof]
Xiloflo] HEUiSol SAUIHI A41A dl A1) SIF YAd] 38S WR Y 53d oief]
S YRAR s3d ol€fl. Yl iR oI 24(Bdl saH — 3ua(R)(3) ofl dcdl
uel YRAR gAsdl o], I AH4R1IUIAI 2A1Aal1 G1RAIY o1 2iladl SEHH -
3u(2)(3) Hoioll Yoblal YRAUR SAIHI SAAIEUS [oirsa ofldsd &I,

ARIYIAIA €2 sAH 860 1A 5] ASI™ oi8l.

GURiEIR :—
() AIH, 21§13 288 Uil A2 YAdIA1g] dRISIE & HERUISol S| 419

dl iR Y141 A=AE (G saH—09, 202 Y¥6 Uldidll 321 Risigdl U2
AIlAdd sdlall 8l B, F Y LAA HIWS AHY €AY YRAUI AHY AH
2s$ Al AUIHi A dl, dl.a¢/0< /0 ol A%¥ SHIS 0£:00
gidlell AHIR HIF ULl 2AIA GH2A $(Au1 §RUIEN 80l WBAO AHIAd
qIsiHi A1 siHall ARIURA 241l RUIElS 11 § GH%2 2A1HHI 241
¥Hlotdi AR ULl [28A1 & dl Alal YAl 9aR dl SH HiZle dAUIRI S
O dH s&dl AR A AseH GRALS 2R-]A al SRAUIEIS a1d BWR
a@l sl &9 Elsysslall d1R #RAI d1Fld il AR olid s 21100
AUl dFld Aol &9 ugl ) ¥Hlotal 1121 H121N dl laiel] HIZl oiiuidiol]
aas] 2l ol 2 &lu Adl s3lRuIE &slsdal sRuIEUR [aIRisURT YRUR
A [orega (01uSd 8l Yal oi.0q ofl [alfA aisRHi 241l Y&l oi.02

WRcd of | HY¥Giall §SH SUIHI 2419 8.
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- AYd gsH: -

. Al SIH6l AR 6. () jAGECHY BELRIAHILS URAId1, 8. BULI A1,
Aicidl g/, dl.GHuIsI, (¥4, of.(R) JgRacng 3uxlend
QAIGI, W\, BURI ANH, Alddl gAY, dl.GHuUISI, [¥.YRd
olldlal dilell A1doll IR oI 2i(Bdlofl s — 1au(R), 3WR,
3ua(R)(3), ur Yxoiall Aol il iR of121Rs YR2il 2iledlidl] saa
—209( ) Hou IYotl A0t Rislall dIct A1) [Ty Al ©1S] Asdlail

8SH SAUIHI 2419 8.

2. A siA cRdlR aikIRs Rei Aledldl  sdd A
Ao AHRIUIAIA 31. 210,000/~ (iS5 3MUAUI €1 ¥R YRI) ol AELR

S1lot 21Uld YIS Yellotl 29 21val.

85 211%A% d11.0C™, HIB 21”1, 20-2028 ofi A% viedll AUEIAAH]

il ic10d] «182 sil.

arkflu: oc/03/2029 ( Qyacig aPRMIg U )
2Y0:BHRUISI, [F.4Rd oYsl. AY. 58 saA,
GauIsl, ([¥.d ( ¥1¥019SS )
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