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() TN The real principle is
that where the presence of the Panchas
is obligatory at the time of search, the
evidence of the Police Officer conducting
the search  must ordinarily be
corroborated, and that if there is no
such corroboration, ordinarily, a
conviction should not rest solely on the
uncorroborated testimony of the police
Officer who conducted the search. The
real question is whether there is
corroboration or not. The absence of
corroboration may be due to two
factors, the failure of the police to keep
panchas or the fact that panchas do not
support the prosecution. Whatever be
the reason, if there is no corroboration
then ordinarily conviction should not
rest on the uncorroborated testimony of
the police officer conducting the search
in such cases.
XXXX XXXX

(8).....The corroboration that would
justify a conviction in cases where it is
obligatory to make a search in the
presence of Panchas, is wusually the
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evidence of one of the Panchas. At any
rate the corroboration must be from a
source independent of the Police Officer
who made the search...."
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