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“22. Presumptions are rules of evidence and do not
conflict with the presumption of innocence, because by

the /atter, all that /s meant /s that the prosecution is
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obliged to prove the case against the accused beyond
reasonable doubt. The obligation on the prosecution may
be discharged with the help of presumptions of law or
fact unless the accused adauces evidence showing the
reasonable possibility of the non-existence of the

presumed 1act.

23. /n other words, provided the racts required to
form the basis of a presumption of law exist, no aiscretion
/s left with the court but to draw the statutory conclusion,
but this does not preclude the person against whom the
presumption /s arawn from rebutting it and proving the

contrary. A fact /s said to be proved when, after

considering the matters before /t, the court either believes

It to exist, or considers /ts existence so probable that a

prudent man ought, under the circumstances of the

particular case, to act upon the supposition that /it exists.

Therefore, the rebuttal does not have to be conclusively
established but such evidence must be adduced before
the court in support of the defence that the court must
elther believe the defence to exist or consider its existence
to be reasonably probable, the standard of reasonability

bering that of the prudent man.”
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