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Three cardinal principles of criminal jurisprudence are

well settled namely:

(1) that the onus lies affirmatively on the prosecution to

prove its case beyond reasonable doubt and it cannot

derive and benefit from weakness or falsity of the

defence version while proving its case;
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(2) that in a criminal trial the accused must be presumed
to be innocent unless he is proved to be guilty; and
(3) that the onus of the prosecution never shifts.
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8 5, "Criminal negligence is the gross and culpable neglect or
failure to exercise that reasonable and proper care and
precautions to guard against any injury either to the public
generally or to an individual in particular, which having regard
to all the circumstances out of which the consequences has
arisen, it was the imperative duty of the accused person to
have adopted".
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