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Section 279 of IPC relates to the offence of rash driving or riding on a public
way in a manner so rash or negligent as to endanger human life or to b likely to
cause hurt or injury to any other person. Section 337 of IPC speaks abourt
offence of causing hurt to any person by doing an any so rashly or negligently
as to endanger human life of personal safety of others. Section 338 of IPC
relates to the offence of cusing grievous hurt to any person by doing any act so
rashly or negligently as to endanger human life of personal safety of others. The
prosecution has not succeeded in establishing this ingredients of being rashly or
negligently which is the requirement to constitute the aforesaid offences.
Similarly offence u/s 184 of Motor Vehicle Act also relates to driving
dangerously which has not been established by prosecution as the evidence
suffers from serious infirmities. Section 279 of IPC has to essential ingredients
(I) driving of vehicle and (II) driving must be so rash or neglicent as to
endanger human life or likely to cause hurt or injury to any person. A certain
aggravated degree of rash or negligent driving is contemplated in the said
provision. Rash act is primarily an over hasty act and thus oppose to a
deliberate act, but it also includes an act which though it may be sald to be
dellberate is yet done whithout due dillberation and caution. In rashness the
criminality lies in running the risk of doing an act with recklessness or
indiffence to consequences. Criminal rashness is a dangerous act with the
knowledge that it is so and that it may cause injury but without intention to
cause injury or knowledge that it will be probably caused. The fact that accused
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was merely driving a vehicle at a high speed cannot attract section 279 of IPC.
The fact that the vehicle is driving in speed or that the vehicle is not driving in
speed cannot buy itself without judging the situation in which the driver had
been placed be a factor to determine the rashness or negligence. High speed
may not in each case sufficient to hold that the driver is rash or negligent. In
fact in the present case it is not established that the driver was in such a high
speed driving in rackness manner or that he was rash or negligent. Section 184
of Motor Vehicle Act which also related to driving dangerously makes it clear
that the person has to drive a vehicle at a speed or manner which is not
dangerous to public having regard to the circumstances including nature
condition and use of place where the vehicle is driven and the amount of traffic
which actually at the time or which might reasonable be accepted to be in place.
Offences under section 337 and 338 of IPC as stated herein above also refer to
the act done rashly or negligently for which evidence is short to convict the
respondent accused.
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