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" the conduct of the complainant for the
said purpose is of immense significance. He
cannot allow a case to remain pending for an

indefinite period. "
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" 5. The situation has not improved as
courts continue to struggle with the
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humongous pendency of complaints under
Section 138 of the Act. The preliminary report
submitted by the learned Amici Curiae shows
that as on 31.12.2019, the total number of
criminal cases pending was 2.31 crores, out of
which 35.16 lakh pertained to Section 138 of
the Act. The reasons for the backlog of cases,
according to the learned Amici Curiae, is that
while there is a steady increase in the
institution of complaints every year, the rate of
disposal does not match the rate of institution
of complaints. Delay in disposal of the
complaints under Section 138 of the Act has
been due to reasons which we shall deal with

in this order.”
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