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(a) Electricity Act, 2003 - S. 135 - theft of electricity - challenge to conviction and
sentence under S. 135 of the Electricity Act, 2003 - appellant convicted for illegal
use of electricity based on testimonies and documentary evidence presented
during trial - Held, prosecution failed to establish reliable proof regarding
commission of offence as required under S. 135 - discrepancies in evidence and
lack of corroboration rendered conviction unsustainable - appeal allowed,

judgment set aside, and appellant acquitted of all charges. (Paras 1, 10, 11)

(b) Electricity Act, 2003 - S. 135 - burden of proof - improper burden placed on
accused during trial proceedings - trial court's reliance on presumption rather than
concrete evidence led to erroneous conviction - Held, burden to prove illegal use
or tampering with electricity lies with prosecution; failure to provide sufficient
evidence shifts burden back to prosecution - trial court's conclusion was flawed
due to lack of supporting material and proper procedure during inspection. (Paras

9, 10)

(c) Electricity Act, 2003 - S. 135(1) - procedural requirements - failure to adhere



to procedural mandates in conducting inspections and filing complaints under S.
135(1) - Held, mandatory provisions regarding timely complaint registration and
proper documentation were not followed; absence of necessary seizure lists or
corroborative documents undermined the prosecution's case significantly. (Paras
8)

(d) Evidence Act, 1872 - corroboration requirement - lack of corroborative
evidence between witness testimonies and documentary records presented
at trial - Held, inconsistencies between witness statements and documentary
evidence rendered the prosecution's case weak; absence of corroborative
proof necessitated acquittal as reasonable doubt existed regarding guilt.

(Paras 4, 6)
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