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ddi, 2025 (0) AIJEL-HC 251592 Banabhai
Ramsangbhai Revar Versus State Of Gujarat

(a) Electricity Act, 2003 - S. 135 - theft of electricity - challenge to conviction and
sentence under S. 135 of the Electricity Act, 2003 - appellant convicted for illegal
use of electricity based on testimonies and documentary evidence presented
during trial - Held, prosecution failed to establish reliable proof regarding
commission of offence as required under S. 135 - discrepancies in evidence and
lack of corroboration rendered conviction unsustainable - appeal allowed,

judgment set aside, and appellant acquitted of all charges. (Paras 1, 10, 11)

(b) Electricity Act, 2003 - S. 135 - burden of proof - improper burden placed on
accused during trial proceedings - trial court's reliance on presumption rather than
concrete evidence led to erroneous conviction - Held, burden to prove illegal use
or tampering with electricity lies with prosecution; failure to provide sufficient
evidence shifts burden back to prosecution - trial court's conclusion was flawed
due to lack of supporting material and proper procedure during inspection. (Paras

9, 10)

(c) Electricity Act, 2003 - S. 135(1) - procedural requirements - failure to adhere
to procedural mandates in conducting inspections and filing complaints under S.
135(1) - Held, mandatory provisions regarding timely complaint registration and
proper documentation were not followed; absence of necessary seizure lists or
corroborative documents undermined the prosecution's case significantly. (Paras
8)

(d) Evidence Act, 1872 - corroboration requirement - lack of corroborative
evidence between witness testimonies and documentary records presented
at trial - Held, inconsistencies between witness statements and documentary
evidence rendered the prosecution's case weak; absence of corroborative
proof necessitated acquittal as reasonable doubt existed regarding guilt.

(Paras 4, 6)

(R0) &d, ololld quid AR Jldiall 1efls dict 213 oflal
ABsaRld dly guRigl sal Aslar eAAvlot duRidi Hofl 211dar d
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&s1Sd 219 dUI SRR HHAER dgf Y141 A dl dHi gefl 21l
Adl HAG B. d FdIHi d WA 241D dl () dUIRAHI Al Ujal 1y
SAIHI & [Acicioll sREN SIg ol AU s2d ofell. (R) sRauIE
A8 s1g Asluginl a6l Hids]l § soion eladelell slg €19
AIYR YRAUI § 90y 285 duflal dUlRdall SIA HAM aigl 5 dilA Andd
aiefl. (3) AN Y sl UINRMeall sidHHI I A AIBEall ol IH
A18e A3 €11Ad ol€ll. (¥) A 41 SIA SIF HelHId SO s ol
A1 UsRa{l adl2A clioid A1BE SIS 2uredl 2 ofell. ddl AN
A1BEoll YA § SIIEISIY afHlol AR AHIHoll S2ui slgyel dd
sRAIEU2I0l HEEU Clol &ldIg] SEl ISI aigl.

(1) dley Rt 3yol1419) HSlal 2ARIM]ofl Hidslo) &g d e2ilaaql
shuleuat as¢ll Sig £2dIAY AIUR YRIdI 5 4oy 285 d1A Andd
o], A1H colld 44 claiiddiaf] o1 R HId]s] soin eflargel
ofl &cll & 33 A 243 Sl U €2d1dY YRAUIRAI 2Y SAIH] A19d o] §
AIBEIS dUIAdIAH] A19d ol€]. sRueuat dsel]l dHl Aslol A HSlol
ARIoll alldio] &g A efddl SIg Yrrdl ¥ sd aefl. sig elgfed
e2d19%1 gRAIEUA Y1U1Hi Andd &1y § ddl €2dIA%] dUIR SRR
AHBsRlal AVE &l dg Allddd g oefl. gofl A4 YAdIg YRSl
sdl SIS 2dda A18E Wsoll siHAAAI A1Ad a2l . dley AsToial
siddigloll dIslNig] 210 sielaig] sd] AisticiHs & v ddl sig
12121151 2% &Ad o], ¥ viRuR dlo AsTal Guz 2isl €211 B,

(1) Bulsd dHIH &slsa daidi Adl shuleual ARV ([A3ey
oil 521 ISl U A YAUR SAIHI [61d501 WA &) Hel ol .4 ofl YIS

"oISR"HI AIUUIH] AHIT B RIR Hal 6.2 A3 oflA Hycioll AAIuid] gsH
SAIHI 2419 B.
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—:8SH -

P AR aquieiRe] gyyeiRe] alidiH], 28.241201% diilal slHled
W2l Sisofl scd 23U (1) 2Aoud ¢l fAslA12] Ase 0034
SEH 13U Hyoiofl 2fl2fial Ui 2ol Rislell dId ] [alEl
521d] 915] ysdioll 5SH SAUIHI 2419 B.

;. AHRIlal nHloivid 2& S4l.

:3: ARNRA [5Acid MI{laR SISl saH v39() Yol 21 YSIEl
[Q3e8d S1 2dld, Aol 3 240 WA1ST01 2441 Al AHI 81%2
BAUI HI2 3.U,000/— (215 31 Ui %12 Y2I) ol ¥d HAUSI
Aol dedle 8ol AL Wlol 2% sd1. 1 AHlot 2% A 4|
A=1o 5 €2(Aulal AARIoll AUIRDAI ot 2€ A AAR11R).

¥ 2ARNIall (5Acd MRAl%R slsoll sdH w39(A) Yot AdIR—A! 4
NHlotoll AHU HATEl § HIRA Yellof] 2821,

U YelHid o s1g eld dl dofl AUl AHJ GlIE ofI2l SAloll §SH
SAIHI 21D 8.

&sH A1 dl.oa dl, H1B : AMd, Aol 0T Il AY vie]]
AelddAi did], cianid], el s3] s sAl.

dl.oq/o%/0RS. (AGESHR AR, U2d)
290 SISlalR. oflog A5l d [528]se 2Hal AR X,
siSlallR.

[S)S 6i6i-%).%¥.0090]



