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[Rieaid HiAAS dA18L Adl d 24412 " parity cannot be the sole ground for grant of
bail. It is one of the grounds for consideration of the question of bail. There is no
absolute hidebound rule that bail must necessarily be granted to the co-accused,
where another co-accused has been granted bail. If on careful scrutiny in a
given case, it transpires that the case of the applicant before the Court is
identically similar to the accused on facts and circumstances who has been
bailed out, then the desirability of consistency will require that such an accused
should also be released on bail. A judge is not bound to grant bail to an accused
on the ground of parity even where the order granting bail to an identically
placed co-accused contains no cogent reasons or if the same has been passed in
flagrant violation of well settled principle of law and ignores to take into
consideration the relevant facts essesntial for granting bail. Such an order can
never from the basis for a claim of parity. It will be open to the Judge to reject
the bail application of the applicant before him as no Judge is obliged to pass

order against his conscience merely to maintain consistency. The grant of bail is
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not a mechanical act. Merely because some of the co-accused, whom similar
role has been ascribed, has been released on bail earlier and State has not moved
higher Court against the order in question for cancellation, the power of the
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